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PREFACE. 



That many wild, yet highly interesting 
legends, are still to be met with among 
the sequestered glens and lonely straths 
of Galloway, is a fact that must be well 
known to every lover of nature, and na- 
ture's unsophisticated children. 

Nursed amidst scenes of the most mag- 
nificent sublimity, where he was hushed 
to rest by the hum of the distant water- 
fall, — where his orisons arose on the 
wings of the tempest, — and where the 
voice of the thunder-cloud fell like mu- 
sic on his ear, — could it be matter of 
wonder that the author caught a flash of 
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ardent enthusiasm from the grandeur of 
the objects with which lie was surround- 
ed, — and that, as he skipped from rock 
to rock, with all the elastic buoyancy of 
youth, he has often, with conscious pride, 
exclaimed, " This is my own, my native 
land !" 

That a mind so constituted, should 
reap but a slender portion of enjoyment 
from the tamer, and more chastened 
beauties of the pyebald diety, is nothing 
more than might have been expected. 
Accustomed, from the earliest period of 
adolescence, to contemplate nothing but 
the sterner features of her character, his 
stq^p was only free, and his thoughts un- 
fettered, amidst the heath of his native 
mountains. It was there, and there a- 
lone, he could muse, till the rugged as- 
perities of his passions were softened 
and melted down, like the morning va- 
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pour of the lake, into thrn air. It was 
there he felt his ^^ bosom's lord sit light- 
Ij^ on his throne/' — where, at peace with 
himself and the whole universe, the kind- 
lier feelings of his nature would take a 
more extensive range, and even inani- 
mate objects become dear to his affec- 
tions, till the grey rock that centinelled 
his mountain-path has been greeted with 
a smile of joyful recognition, — and the 
antient thorn that overhung the water- 
fall, hailed as a brother of the desert. 

In this dreaming state of vitality has 
he wandered, unconscious of the length- 
ening shadow, or the " march of time," 
till the approaching storm, or descend- 
ing dew, has induced him to seek the 
;&helter, and share in the hospitality of 
the cottage of the mountain shepherd, 
i;vhere, seated around his humble 
liearth, he has often listened with 
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an intensity of feeling to tl>e patriarch 
of the family, as he chaunted, in a low 
monotonous tone, the legend of the Ghost 
of the Cairn, or the Brownie of the Linn, 
till every blanched cheek and starting 
eye bore evidence of the implicit credit 
it had obtained, and the blighting im- 
pression it had made. 

And while their faculties lay thus 
spell-bound, under the freezing influence 
of the tale of terror, the aged narrator 
would draw himself up to his full lengthy 
dash his thin locks back from his wither- 
ed forehead, his voice no longer trem- 
bling and querulous, but possessing the 
full mellow swell of unbroken vigour, 
and with a beam t)f triumph lighting up 
his dim eye, he would point out the 
scene of one of the unrecorded battles 
of his native country, and tell how King 
Robert Bruce, assisted by the widow's 
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three saBS» and a handful of Xaallovidian 
shepherds, gave a fatal ^overthrow to the 
forces of England. 

He was silent, but the magical effect of 
his tale 'Was visible in the flushed cheeks 
and 'fiery eyes of his rustic audience; 
the flame of patriotism was lighted up 
within them, and its electric scintilla- 
tions flashed from every bosom • Nor did 
the erratic stranger escape a spark of the 
celestial energy. On the contrary, he 
has listened with undivided attention 
to legends of a similar description, 
till, over-leaping time and space, be has 
atla^t identified himself with thetran* 
saction, and, like the worshippers of 
Brahma, landed he enjoyed something 
lik^ a twilight recollection of a previous 
state of existence. 

But enough of himself and his way- 
ward moods :— he must add an apologeti- 
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cal sentence or two in favour of the fol- 
lowing traditions. 

To those friends who have honoured 
'him with their patronage, and who have 
been instrumental in forwardinghis views 
while preparing the present volume for 
:publication9 he can only return his most 
grateful thanks ; — nevershaU their efforts 
in his favour be blotted from his recollec- 
tion, nor their personal attentions cease 
to summon up a kindred feeling with- 
in him. 

It would be unworthy his charactei^ 
to permit the following pages to go a- 
broad into the world under the impres- 
sion that they are literal transcriptions of 
the legends he has given. That their 
basis rests on popular tradition he avows 
to be true, but he begs leave at the same 
time to state, that their getting up, or 
rather amplification, should they be found 
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deserving of the term^ has been entirely 
his own. 

He has also to state, that a short a-^ 
bridgement of the " Miller of Eldrig" 
once made its appearanee in a provincial 
newspaper of very limited circulation ; 
but he can assure his readers, that not a 
page of the whole series, with that excep-* 
tion, was ever printed before. 

In conclusion^ he begs leave to offer, 
a. single comment on the style and com^ 
position of his legends. 

Doomed from infancy to tread with 
unsandalled feet the thorny paths of life, 
little leisure was afforded him for study- 
ing the graces of logical acumen, or di- 
dactic embellishments For^ when early 
sent in search of the *' bubble reputa- 
tion,'' the pursuit seldom led him to 
•* cool retreats, and academic groves.** 
It is much to be feared, therefore, that 
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those, whose trade is censure,,, will find 
sufficient food for their spleen in analiz« 
ing this little volume, should its unpre- 
tending author be so unfortunate as t^ 
be laid under the baa of the literary enir 
pire. 

With all its imperfections on its^^^Head^ 
however, he submits it to the inspection 
of a candid publid, satisfied:that if he had 
committed no grektfkult, his minor pec- 
eidilloes will be visited with a mbre^ tea 
nient chastisement.. 

Cbeetown^ 20th January, 1885. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



On a superficial review, it would appear capable 
of affording only a melancholy gratification to the 
philosophic mind^ to wander amidnt the ruins of 
decayed splendour,— to mark, with the eye of an 
antiquary^ the tottering buttress and the moulder- 
ing arch,— to doze away, month after month, in 
futile attempts to re-emblazon the dilapidated cog^ 
nisance, and to spell and arrange the erased le- 
gend^-— to trace the sinuosities of the ample fosse, 
— to moralise on the progress of time, in the march 

a2 
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of destruction, — and, finally, to appreciate the tovt 
ensemble as forming a conspicuous figure in the 
back-ground of a landscape. 

But these reflections must naturally lead to 
others of a deeper and more interesting character. 
They lead us to consider them not merely as ac- 
cumulations of rubbishy but as the labours and ha- 
bitations of living men ; they teach us to give a 
voice to every stone, and to draw a moral infer- 
ence from every breeze that whistles through the 
tracery of the shafted oriel ; they enable us to 
draw aside the curtain that separates the past 
from the present, and through the stormy vista 
of ages that are fled, to catch a hasty and tran- 
sient glimpse of a portion of the barbaric pomp 
and feudal grandeur, that once spread an aib of 
royal magnificence over their now moss* covered 
courts and roofless halls ; they summon up, in 
dusky succession before us, all the bustle and ar- ^ 

ray of a baronial residence, both in peace and in 
war ; and they call on us to mark the fleeting pa- 
geant as it passes in review before us. 

The first beam of the rising sun had scarcely 
shed a line of trembling radiance over the tops of 
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tlic long avenue of dnik piues, that stood like 
open lilea of gignntic sharpshooters, to guard tlie 
a|)|]rij»ch to the lofty maasioa, when the airy 
noie of the bttglc, and the deep bay of the st^- 
houLid^ aroused ihe slumbering iamatea from the 
Icthar^ in tvhicli their seiisea had been steeped 
by the midnight wassyil. Little time wa3 wast- 
ed in preparatioa ; the giitcs were thrown opeu ; 
and the long drawn procetisioii issued fi-om beneath 
the lofly portcnllis. The Kerfs, armed with knot- 
ted staves tihod with iron, dived into the deepest 
recesses of the forest, cheering on the hounds, 
whose echoes, rolling away in deep reverbera- 
tions among the surrounding mountains, served to 
tlirow a spell of indescribable fascination over the 
whole sylvan arrjy. At last, the shades of even- 
ing closing around, reminded them of the comforts 
that awaited them in the great hall of the castle; 
and the mart, which eclioed fi-ora the bugle of 
the chief, recalling his scattered friends and vas- 
sals, summoned them to his presence ; —the bows 
were unstrung ; — the game collected ; — and many 
a gallant stag was there, wJiose flight hait been ar- 
rested by the hissing bolt, and many a grisly 
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boai'i wliCMe bloody tusks griDued lioiTible even 
in death. The cavalcade returned with the spoils 
of the day borne in triumph before thera. The 
feast was spread ; — the migiity chine adoroed the 
centre of the ample board ;— the wine cup passed 
in unceasing rotation; — and the sound of the harp, 
and the voice of thebai'd,were lost amidst skonts 
of boisterous mirth aud unceasing uproar. 

But hark ! what note is that, which, rising ou 
the midnight gale, disturbs the revellers amidst 
their bacchanalian orgies i Intelligence is brought, 
that a hostile chief has invaded their territory, 
and is carrying every thing before hiin with fire 
and sword. They rush to the battlements, where 
the Fatal truth is written in blazing characters on 
the murky atmosphere. Rage and grief light up 
the fire ofvengeance jn their soula ;— they arm, 
and rusli to tlie plain : The earth trembles beneath 
the prancing of their steeds ; and the mountains 
echo back the shouts of their defiance. But what 
pen can record the horrors of the midni^t com- 
bat, or paint in language sufBciently glowing, the 
blindfold rage of indiacriminate slaughter? At 
last, the invaders Hy^terror adding swiFtness to 
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iheir Teet 3.nA vigour to tlteir exliaustcd bodjea,-^ 
aad clos« beliind foUotv tbeit pgrsueii^, goudedroi*. 
ivard by every passion'tjiat cnu iiifluiiie to. iiiadu.es't 
tlie savage bosom. They remind e;u:li otligi of 
diejr cottages eiiioking lu ruins, — of llieir miiidf^- 
cd or houseless wives, — of tlieir naked, sl)iTerr 
iog, starving ch i Id i'eu,~-or their cattle p],uudeiied, 
and theii' whole eartiily coinfoi'ts blasted foe 
ever.—" Vengeance 9I011& is outs" they exclaim, 
" mid we will exact it till the angel of extertni^ 
nation shall dap iiia wings over a breathless dc. 

Glutted with slaughter, and feeble with exer- 
tiou, they return slowly to their native glens, 
driving their pi-ey before i hem ; the song o£ victo- 
ry arises, mingled ivith the voice of iameot^tion. 
The spoil is parted, nor were those who nobly 
fell la battle forgotten. — The feast is spread a- 
new, and the. goblet bli|shes to the brim, with the 
exhilarating beverage j and all the toils, and all 
the perils of the eventful night, are drowned iu 
the oblivious draught. 

Such were th^ vicissitudes to.wliich the.gie^t 
and uokle of the land, at the Btoruiy period allud- 
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ed to, were daily and hourly eiposetl ; pclty ty- 
rants ID their native domaia, war their trade, snd 
rapine their paetitne, the annala of their lives could 
aoswer no other purpose than tochrooicle moral tar- 
pitude; and fortunately, in most iDstances, the his> 
torian has shrunk in disgust froin the appalling re- 
cord, and left them to float a wreck doivn the ocean 
of time, till their numes as well as their deeds are 
forgotteaior if any remembrance of them still lin- 
gers inthe land that gave them birth, it is only to be 
found in the wild legends of the simple peasantry, 
who, out of the scanty materials handed down by 
tradition, hsve woven such a tissue of rmprobable 
fiction, that in few instances can any dependance 
be placed in the monstrous detail. 

In our mental wanderings, amidst these scenes 
of mora} desolation, how gratifying has it appear- 
ed to us to discover, that even in this outskJrt of 
the kingdom, this liierary (ert'a incognita, we 
should still be able to boa.st a fetv names, around 
whom the pen of the tiislorisn has entwined i 
wreath of uevei-fading glory. Patriols in tl* 
field, or ninilyrs on the scaffold, tliey have beem 
alike readr to assert tlieir country's indepei>- 
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(Itviice with llie eword, or to siilfer for the truths 
of tbeir holy rehgion at the stake. 

Amongst the number thuE transmitted down, 
and whose memories are stili buoyant on the wave 
of time, there are few who have deeper calls OB 
tbe gratitude of the nation, than that of Kerlie. 
I^re are few families who can boast a higho- 
antiquity. Henry, the Minstrel, iaapassageof 
•* the Wallace," eays, 

" Good Kerlie pasi, hud been wiih Wallace long. 

And done full well in miiny felton throng. 

Thu Kerlie, then, that could with Wallace fare, 

Wiil Ker he higlit, mine author wUl declare. 

Kerlie in Irish is Ker-Liddte called. 

In Carrick he had heritege of eld. 

His forbear, which aye worthy was of hand. 

Saint David, King, hini brought out of Ireland ; 

Syne at Dununoir, where first Norways came in, ' •™^ 

This Ker made great discomfice of their kin; i.V'l 

With ievea hundred he vanquished nine thouund,, r;r • 

Some drowned in Doou, some slain upon the land,, ,,|, 

Those whole lands the good king gave him until. 

How Wallace," <tc. 

From this it would appear, th&t the Kers of the 
eastj and the Kerliea of the south, were all one 
family, and that the whole were of Irish origin. 



io 
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The tatter assertion receives soinetliing like 
cflnRrmatioa fi'om the following authority;— Mac- 
phecsou, in his iiitraductioni to the Poeina of Os- 
sian (quoting Tacitus,) 6n^&, that the invasion of 
Ireland by the Firbolg and BeigfH occurred in the 
year 211 of the Christ i an. a:ra ; and f«lix O'Car- 
roU, inhiatianslationofthethrouiclesoFTarg. and 
liiseDry of' tlie SeDuauUieB, Dublin. edit. fol. I6!>1, 
says that Carrol, King of lyiuugter, was ejected 
from hia kingdom by these barbarians, and (led to 
Scotland, where he was hospitably received by the 
King, and had hwds. assigned biin in Gallffoiap, 
where he lived in great splendour. Now, our 
readers will, we trust, consider it neither a forceil 
nor fanciful etyraology^, when we btate cur belief 
that Carrol and Kerlie are the same ; nor can we 
find, in the whole catalt^ue of Gallovidiau sur- 
names, any thing that ^proachesso iieai' it, either 
in orthography or pros unci ation. It may be far- 
ther stated, in support of the above etymology, 
that, not far from Cruggleton, there are extensive 
lands which still bear the name of Carletori, 
Now, may it not haveori^nally been CaiTolltrxn ? 
There are many more etymologies which might be 
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adduced in l^vour of our assumption that Carrol 
itDd Kerlie itre the same. But we iithaJl treBpssa 
no farther on our reader's patience, than just to 
quote an extract or two from "the buke of me 
ivanderins in ye weste, be Father Stewart, an« 
moncke o' Crossragud." 

This volume, partly la Latin and partly in 
English, must have been nntten sometime about 
the middle of the sixteenth century, but the title- 
page being torn off the copy in our hands, we 
cannot ascertain the precise date. He states, 
in corroboration of Henry the Minstrel, from 
whom he probably quotes, " the next great family 
are the Kerlies of Cruggleton, who, being brave 
warriors, ollea stood boldly up fur the indepen- 
dence of their country uoder Wallace ; and it 
was one of their forefatliersi who, at a place call- 
ed Dummoir, in Carrick, was particularly in- 
atinineutal in giving the Danes a notable over- 
throw, and took !Eric, the Son of Swain, pri- 
soner-^for which service the King gave him 
lands in Carrick^"* 



• Fatber Stewari accounts for hia pilgrimagea, by ia- 
tbnning hia readers, that the Abbey b^rg much out ol 
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We have tnken the liberty of inodcrniziiig tlie 
orthognifdiy, that it may be more generally un- 
ilerstood by the English reader. 

We again return to Henry the Minstrel, who 
introduces our hero to our notice on the morn- 
ing of the battle of Loudon Hill :— he says, 
" Wallace received what men would come Iiim till. 
The bol; oath they made with right good will, 
-Before the Earl, all with, a good accord, 
And him received as captsiD, and their lord. 
His special men that came with him from bamc. 
The one, hight Grey, the other Keiriie by name — 
In hia service came first, with all their main, 
To Loudon Hill, wbere that Fenwick was glain. 
He then commanded aye next liini, pursue, 
For he them kenn'd right hardy, wise and true.'' 

He neitt introduces htm at the storming of 
Cruggleton Castle, in the following passage, with 
which we shall conclude our extracts :— 
" Then look he two, when that the night was dim, 
Stephen of Ireland, and Kierlis that could climb. 



repair, and its funds exhausted, he was sent to solicit the 
assistance of the well disposed for the above laudable 
purpose; and in this manner, he gives brief notices of 
the princi|ial families to whomOie npplieil. 
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The water under, and cfamb tlis rock nc Mong^ 'Vi-ili 
Thus entered iliey the Bouihern men among. ..n<-i 
The natch before took no tenl to that tide, 
Thir three in fier soon Co the pool can glide. 
Good Wallace then strake the porter hitneeV, 
Dead over the rock into the dyke he fell. 
Let down the bridge, and blew his horn on hight, 
The buEhmeni brake, Bnd CBin« in all their lo'ight,'' &e. 
From lliese Iiistorical extracts, the following 
facts appear lo be estabtislied, tliat, lords of an 
ample domain) and a castle, whose nntaral strength 
rendered it allbut impregnable, the Kerlies long de- 
fied all the power the English could bring against 
iheni — and even at that eventful period of Scot- 
tish histoiy, when the kingdom lay prostrate at 
the feet of the most perfidious and remorseless 
tyrant that ever disgraced a throne. When the 
cruelties of Edward in Scotland could only find 
a parallel in the tender mercies exhibited by 
Cortes in America — when the great feudal 
chieftains of the land had become the sworn vas- 
sals and worshippers of this political AIoloc/i, 
bartering away, for a transient security, their 
r.llegiance.to tlieir lawful sovereign and dignity, 
:is independent men— when the King himself wiw 
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I driven from the throne of his fathers, and the 
I jcrown totteriog on the brows of a trimmiDg a- 
r_|X>3tflte — it was then that the gallaut chief of 
[ Cruggletop, Ecorniug to enter into any partial 
I compact which might compromise his own dig- 
luty, or the independence of his native landi stood 
boldly on his defence ; and such was the courage 
he displayed, that there is every reason to believe 
he would have been enabled, ultimately to main- 
tain iiis ground — but alas ! what open force never 
could have achieved, treachery effected ; for Lord 
Soulis being at tliat time a secret vassal of the 
crown of linglaud, came, on pretext of a friend- 
ly visit, and contrived, by some meana or other, 
to introduce a number of his followers, suiRcIent 
to overpower the garrison, whom, tradition says, 
he put to the stvord, and held the castle in name 
of hia perfidious master. Kerlie himself, it would 
ifppear, escaped — but how, is not mentioned." 



• In the year 1288, Lord Sgulia came on a friendly 
visit to CruggleCon, and finding the place but weaki}' gar. 
lisoned, he introduced a number of his followers, suffi- 
eiant to overpower it, and expelling the chief of the 
Eicrliesr, he held' the csstte (or the King of England, 
whose vassal he at that time was.— i^aMrr Sleu-url, 
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MflDy inelTectual atteonjits were aftenvaids 
made by him, to eject the traitors and regain hts 
castle ; but (ailing in all these,— and his few re- 
mainiDg followers having bteii either slain «r dis- 
persed, he waa driven to seek shelter in tlie wilds 
and fastnesses of his native land, till tlie unexam- 
pled cruelties of the invaders filled up the measure 
of their crimes, and the sword of retributive jiw- 
tice sent them in hecatombs to their fmal audit. 

In the unprovoked and unprincipled invasion 
that immediately preceded the period here nlluded 
to, the English seem lohaveembmcEd the too com- 
mon error, that to over-ruQ waa to conquer. And 
yet, on a candid review of the political situation of 
Scotland, at that eventful period oF her history, 
little else could have been anticipated than her 
jiSrmanent subjugation. The whele stren^hs of 
th6 land weie in possession of the enemy. The 
noUes, "weak, factious, and dispirited by recent 
defeats, were totally incapable of bringing any 
Ihing together that deserved the name of &n army, 
-Itftd they even meditated each a measure. With 
their King it jtu'e an exile, and their King 4e 
fact'i a prisoner, what other inference comW be 
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diawu, tliuu tiut 8cotluiid had bccuine 3 gieat 
Jief of the crowu of Eaglaud ? 

It forms no part of our plan to follow the im- 
mortal Wallace froin victory to victory, in his 
short but brUliant career : it is sufKcient to state, 
that no sooner was the staadarii of freedom raised 
amidst the mouiitaius of Kyle, than the gallant 
Kerlie, smarting under the lash of his recent ioju- 
ries, and stuQg to madueasat the treachery prac- 
tised against him, 6ew ou the wings of vengeance, 
to noite- himself and his few remaining followers 
to the fortunes of the heiu; — they exchanged the 
light hand of fidelity on the morning of the battle 
of Loudon-hill ; and, before sunset, they ratified 
the covenant over the mangled remains of Eng- 
land's noblest warriora. 

From that eventful day, which, triiliug as it may 
ap[>car in the records of military enterprize, was, 
nevertheless, one of vital importance to the ua^ 
tioo, as it served to fan the fire of independence, 
which still smouldered beneath the ruins, and which 
the invaders vainly Mattered themselves lay ex- 
ttugui«hed forever ; that from that day forward, 
till hually separated by death, the furtuues ot 
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Wallace! and Kevlie i\?ere' linked together iu a 
bond of indissdvible oniony Jaor daring, the-wkole 
period of thsri: eventful straggle, do we* find that 
their friendship, aa&vad the slightest interrup-> 

tion. • -ii 5),.:' :/: ?; . .••••' -'• •« ' ■•■;- - -f-' 

\ As a proof of this, one of the first acts of Wal- 
lace, after he had be^ elected fiegent t>y the sbl 
semUcd states of ,tlM kingdom, was to march a 
fovce intoGaUoway.,'fostke/airio!wedpriirpo8eo^ 
iQStating his friend in his patrimonial domains, 
still held ia the hands of the Engli^. The result 
of this expeditioais told at length i)y Henry tlie 
Minstisel, a qnotatinn from which wb have giveto, 
and IP whom the nsaderiarefi^jrcd ibr farther par- 

tioiljars^. .-: ■,:.-:.'\ -J ;i^.-iv;- -' . ' ''- -^^ i 

Keriie, thus, restored, did not forget^ his. friend 
and benefactor.. . He. collected Ms' scattered va?. 
salsy whom l^e armed and disciplined in the best 
maan^r his circtimstances^ would permit, bojiding 
achosejQ ^y always in readiness^ to march at 
the call of the Begient N6r was there any battle 
of jaote fought during the regency in which he 
did Qoti take a part. ..And tradition affirms^ that 
at tlie fataLbattle of ..Ealkirk, £erlie appeared at 
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the head of five hundred men, most 6£ whom were 
slain in an inefTectuat attempt to rescue Sir John 
Gi'a;me, who vias surrounded by that portion of 
the English army commaaded by Bruce, The 
tradition farther asserts, that it was by the spear 
of hij sovereign the hero lost his life. Jie that 
aa it mar, it is a weli established fact, [hat after 
the death of Gr<eme, Wallace did not repose the 
same confidence in any other follower, as in Ker- 
lie ; and in every instance we find this repaid bv 
a warmth of zeal and devotion to the cati^e in 
which they were embarked, that amply justified 
the selection he had made ; — and even in the last 
closing scene, when the snares of the enemy ivere 
narrowing around him — when the hero whom they 
could never conquer in the field, was doomed to 
fall a mactyr to most unnatural treachery — when 
the nearest relative he had on earth, allured by 
the gold and the promises of flngland, became ac- 
cessory to his own political degradation, and for a 
handful of vile dross, gibbeted himself to everlast- 
ing infamy, by betraying his own nephew into 
the hands of a merciless and unprincipled tyrant ! 
It was then that the brave chief of Cruggleton, 
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scomiog to outlive th^ hero under ivlioiii 1i€ b^ 
fought^ and the cause for which he }iad bled^ 
rushed on the spears of the enemy^* aad sealed 
with his blood his devotion to his couatryaud 
fictelity to his general. 

In tlus hasty review of the life of £erlie^ both 
history and traditicm have been ransacked to 
furnish out the scanty materials ; and it is deeply 
to be regretted^ that so little is known, where so 
much has been deserved. That he was a patriot 
in the stHctest acceptaticm of the tenii> is ^ fact 
not to be questioned ;-i-^and that he was the faiths 
ful friend and compamon of Wallace^ must be e^ 
qiiaMy admitted j asy under mety yicjfistitude of 
fortune, we find faint ranged by his s^^'etfdumig 
hia toils, or sharing his triumphs, aiadtrile t^lh^ 
end. Kerlie*s was the last mortal arm that was 
raised to defeiwl him from the dastaiMfy^ssailsilM 
to whom he was basely iiokl« 

There are still a number of traditioue lifiger-^ 

ing among our solitary gjess^ and ; eheri^ed by 

the peasantry, recording the actions of the re4 

doubted Kerliei Sut tbese are^ either t0e trivial 

iff their smtote te merit any nqtic^^ or when 

B 2 
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otherwise, so combined with palpable absurtlT- ' 
ties, or monstrous anachronisms, tliat ihey are al- 
together unfit for publication. The follomng waii 
taken, about twenty years ago, from the recital 
of au old man, who gave its outline with t 
gree of clearness, and minute attention to parti- 
culai-s, seldom to be met with in a tradition ot 
such length. 

It need scarcely be added, that the Kerlie of 
the legend was not the liero of Loudon-hill, but, 
ii) all probability, a deacendant of that redoubted 
character. And it may afford a portion of grati- 
licatiou to those of our readers, not already ac- * 
quMuted with the fact, to be iofbrmed, that there 
are still three highly respectable families in Scot- 
land, who boast their descent from that brave as- 
sertor of our independence ; and after the mosf^ 
minute and diligent enquiry, wc can, with cer- 
tainty, now a(!irm, that Captain Robert M'Ker- 
lie, Ordnance Store-keeper in Edmburgh Caslle, jb 
the undoubted lineal representative of that ancient^ *" 
house. 

Of the other personages in the drama, little 
can be said. Tradition reciirds, that the castle 
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•<^f Kirkclaugh was at one tiuie possessed by a fa- 
mous freebooter called Graeme ; and that he had 
.iDcurred a sentence of outlawry^ for some depre- 
dation committed on the border, and fled.to Gal- 
loway, wliere he obtained a footing in the manner 
set forth in the legend. Many acts of barba- 
rous cruelty are handed down of this ruffian, too 
.gross to.be mentioned, one only, of which we shall 
Hsimply notice* 

In an excursion he once made to plunder the 
elands of Mnirfad, he met with a notable defeat; 
for the old laird, aware ef his intentions, had col. 
elected a body of his friends and dependents to- 
gether, and these being placed in ambush, Grseme 
;was taken completely by surprise, a number of his 
.; gang killed, and himself seriously wounded. Stung 
rwith rage and shame .at being thus foiled, w*here 
. he did not expect even resist^mce, he vow^d ven- 
i geance.;-^nor was it long protracted ; for, watching 
his opportunity, he appeared so suddenly before 
' the castle, with a strong force, that those within 
were taken quite unprepared. What they could 
• do they did : They secured the gates, or rather 
^ doors, for it never could have been a place capa- 
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T much reELstance. Grseme demajifK ' 



hie of maklu, 
eii admiasioD, uttering the most dreadful thre&te 
in case of refusal. Gor^iou, sensible of his oiva 
weakness, was desirous of euteriug into some cooib 
[troiiiise tvith the robbers, aud, for that purpose, 
solicited a parley at the door, against which, 
Gi-seme had by this time, piled up faggots and 
brush-wood, for the purpose of setting it on fire. * 
A sum of money iu the meantime, aod a future 
unnuity, by way of black-meal, fur protection, 
or rather forbearance, were the terms agreed i 
OD. The Ldiird being in no condition to Bti|)il-'<. 
late, was glad to accept of any thing shoit ^ij 
I'uin, 

Their arrangements Jiaviug been fiaatly made* 
Graeme observed, that they might as well part 
friends ; and advaucing to the grated ivindoiv, in 
the ceuCro of the door through which their negotta- 
tious had been corned on, and h-^viiig received 
the stipulated sum, he held out his hand at part- 
ing. As this was a piece of courtesy which could 
not be declined ivith safety, the prolfered symbol 
of amity was accepted. No Booner, however, were 
their hands jolued, thau Graeme, throwing a nooje 
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over the other's wrist^ pulled with all his mighty 
till an iron staple was driven into the wall^ to 
which he fastened the end of the chain^ and in- 
stantly setting fire to the pile, burnt hiin alive be- 
hind his own door; — ^the castle^ and all it contain, 
ed, being destroyed, except the lady^ as shewn in 
the legend. 

Of this celebrated jfep^^mis^ little more re- 
mains to be said, as eveiy thing woith recording 
lias been ^ngroissed in the following tale ; and al- 
though, like most traditions, it may have many 
fictitious circumstances iQt«?woven in its texture, 
3^, en the whole, it identifies itself with too 
many localities, not to b^ve its basis resting eii 
something more stable than oonjecture ; the 
names, and mfM»y of the occurrences, being quite 
famiUar to the ears of most old people in the 
neigkli^arhoed. 
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CHAP* I. 



" Ye pilgrim cam to ye knicht's ha* dore. 
An* he tirled at ye pin, 

An he praied for ye sake o* ye Sancts in glore. 
They would rise anMet^im in.** ; 

•Bonny Mart GoADO^^ 

jin old Galloway song* 



Cruogleton Gastky the prirtcipal scene x)f the 
folloWiDg legend, stands On the highest swell of a 
continuous range of precipices, that extend for 
some miles along the eastern shore of the county 
of Wigtown, the ruin still forming a conspicuous 
laud-mark from the sea^ for vessels ' entering the 
bay. On approaching it from the country, the 
traveller cannot help admiring the judicious selec- 
tion of the ground on which it stands^ or rather 
stood ; as, according to the ancient system of t^'ar- 
fare, and mode of attack, it must liave been all 
but impregnable^ and even^ according to modern, 
tactics^ it possesses capabilities^ which^ under the 



^trectioa of a ekilftil engioeer, might still be ren^ 
dered a place of consiiderable.strength, 
. That portion of the precipice oa which itstandsy 
j^ts forward into the 3ea, like one of the bastions 
of a star-fort^ having adeeprenentrantangleon each 
of its sides, without aqy curtain* The castle itself, 
which stood directly in the gorge of the bastion^has 
had a deep and broad d^Uih towards the land, and 
even beyond that ^ lin^ of fortifications, which has 
extended along the whole opposite faces of the re- 
entrant angles, so that, till these were in possession 
of the besiegiers, thecastle never could havebeelwt&- 
Jlcu in flank, and the assail in front, considering the^ 
natare of the grxMind, must have been all but hope* 
less. At thebottonipfoneofth^angles,tjbere.are still, 
remaning some marks of a path, which must have, 
been cut out of the solid rock,\foi; the purpose of 
communicating with the beach beneath ; and some 
ruins atthe high water-mark, point out where their, 
ships or vessds must have found, at best, a pteca-^ 
rious shelter. We are infdrmed, however, that staples 
are still visible, to which a chain has been fastened,^, 
which, when drawn tight, alike prevented ingre^ 
andegres^ The path up the precipice, was inters. 
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s0ctediLtUiel>arbourbyagiite,hav]ngasmalIgii9rd- 
Iiou3eoTerit,aQdwasdefeDdeJbyaditch,portcullis>' 

3ic. and tUe palh then asceuded in a winding direc- 
tionaroimdthebiiseofthe paintjor bastioa onwhicli 
the cajCle stood, till it termiaated in the bottom of 
oiie of the re-eutrant angles, as has already been 
Naid, haviDg a wall or parapet on its lower side, to 
prevent accidents. Although almost every ves- 
tige of tbes« ivorks have now disappeared, yet tra- 
dition ununtains that tlicy once existed, and reflec- 
tion throws her mite into the acale in its favour, 
and leads to the conviction, that half the local ad- 
vantages of the situation must have been lost, with- 
out some coramunicattou with the sea. A bigb 
battleraented wall swejrt round the court-yard ; 
and from its whole banquette, the path from the 
sliove to the top of the precipice, was seeu and 
commauded, while a gate, fortified Jn the same 
inannerasat the harbour, defended the castle from 
surpri^ oQ the aide next the sea. Another wall, 
forming a segmeut of an extensive circle, lined the 
interior side of theditcVi, in front of ihecastle, from 
the one re-entrant angle to the other, and having 
a gate is its^^ceutre strongly fortified, rendering it. 
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9$ ban jdrwdy heen: faid^ i| ]d|C8 of gmti streogth.' 
This castle had,fortime immemorial, been thepatri* 
immial residcaice of tke poweiMiwbify df Keilie. 
Qnthe eastern ^e ef Wigtouai bajr, and aimbst* 
^directly opposite to Oniggleton, stood the pocIei' 
fwmidahie eastte of Kirkobngh. 1 1^ like the far-' 
ffier, reaiied its head iit terrifiG gnmdeur over tber 
briuk of a frightful pveoipioe, ^nd had been ie-*- 
fended towards the land by a ditdb of formidable* 
depth. The almost imperoeptible rains of a stone' 
pier points eut^ as i^ Cn^gleton, where their 
slender navy had been sheltered from* the aoothern 
tempest, andadeep and capacious casern, accesiblii 
only &t low water^, runs far Up beyond the fou|idft« 
tioBft of the castle, aiid which, after several intfieale 
turnings and windings, tradition says, temiiinated 
in an opening in one of the angles of the courts- 
yard, Althoagh no sach' souUrame can now be 
discovered, either from the cavern below, or the 
ruin abovcy yet its existence is tendewd highly 
probable by the reflection^ that in case of a siege/ 
the gam^n would have been effectually out oS 
from all communication with the beach beneatJty 
«nd ddnsei^uently their na\y coidd have been of no 
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use, eitheriii procuriog supplies, or tacilitating their 
escape* 

Tliis almost impregnable castle, ivith a conaidcr- 
Rble extent of territory around it, was the praperty 
of a gentleman of the name of Al'Culloch, He 
was a cadet of the femily of Cardoness, and mar- 
ried a daughter of Gordon of Muirfad, by whom 
he had onedaughter. Tliey were much esteemed bv 
all ranks of society, ami at a period when the feu- 
dal institutions rendered the lower classes altoge- 
ther dependent on their superiors, the family of 
Kirkclaugli were looked up to as an order of beings 
highly exalted, by their moral virtues, above the 
petty tyrants of that barbarous icra. Jt has 
been said thnt they made the four pilgrimages 
barefooted — nay Farther, that they founded an abbey 
somcwherc in the parish of Kirkmabreck^ for the 
support of twelve orphan children, which they li- 
berally endowed. 

One stonny evening in the month of December, 
when the whole household were assembled around 
a blazing wood fiii: in the great hall, the warden 
came in, and auuouuced that a stranger had arrived, 
tod begged hard to be admitted for the night. He 
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said, his whole appearance "bore evident marks o£ 
extreme wrelcliedness, tliat hisclotheswei«in tat- 
ters, and his head hare j and yet, in spite of these 
^mbols ormi'serj, his bearing and address bespoke 
him of an order above tliat of a common mendicant. 
" I wiliqueslionhim myself," said the laird;" he 
must be worthless indeed, if I send him from 
my doors on such a night." Full of liis hospitable 
purpose, he ascended the umaJltuiret over the gate, 
and through the gloom of the fast fading twilight, 
he beheld ahuman being shivering beneath the tem- 
pest. The rain distilled in ton-ents from the tatters 
ia which his form ivas enveloped, yet his tall com- 
manding figure stood erect beneath the blast that 
raved around him. " Whence come you, and whi- 
ther are you going ? " enquired the laird, " I come 
from the borders of Scotland — a wretch laden with 
many sorrows, ruined in circumstances, and brok- 
en in spirit, and will feel grateful for shelter from 
the storm, fire to warm me, and food to appease the 
craTings of Imnger, and in the morning 1 will de- 
part.''"These are boons I ncTerdenJed to the mean- 
est of the human race. "Warder, admit the stran- 
ger, whilst I give the necessary orders for food antf 
imaeaU" 
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He entered, and on a nearer vien', rose consider- 
ably in llie eslimation of the inniaiesof the castle. 
His depoitmeut, thougli modest, waa free from ein- 
ban-assuent, uid bis address sliewedi tliat to what- 
ever grade of society he actually belonged, he nan 
MO straugcr to tlie mauuct's of the highest. 

When llie calls of hunger had been satisliet], and 
Ills drenched rag« exclmiiged for comfortable aj)- 
parel, his appearance underwent such a metamor- 
phosis, tliatth()se whosaw him on Ids firstap^voAch 
to the gate, had some diiBcult]' in recognising him. 

The lajrd, resuming the discoui'se, which his 
sense of what was due to the stranger's wants in- 
(iiKcd him to break oif at the fi.rst interview, en. 
quired by what niisfuxtune he had been reduced 
to his present conditiau ; aud was informed, that » 
marauding party fmui the Knglisli side, had sur- 
prised his house ; tliat as lie had no force to o})- 
pose to them, except liis single arm, he concealed 
himself, under the impi'essiau tliat tliey would re- 
tire with what plnndei' they could gett But in 
this he was fatally iniataken ; fm; disappointed in 
what appeai-ed to have been tlie principal object 
in tlieir expedition, they wreaked their ranliee on 
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his innoceDt wife and chiM, whom they put to 
death before his eyes, ere he could ialerpoee 
to eavB them. He then sprung from his place i^ 
coucealmentf unarmed as he was, aud wresting a 
swofd out of the handsof the first he could teacU, 
kid him dead at his feet in an instant. He ut- 
tered a cry ol haii-oi' as lie threiv IlimseU' 
over the bleeding bodies of all lie held dear eu 
etirth, into the very midst of his enemies; mil' 
could he pOEsibly tell how he escaped in the 
strife, as revenge, not sal'ety, was his cbject, 
Keoollectioii seemed for the time to have for- 
saken him, as, when it retnmcd, he found hiiu- 
aelf at a considerable distance from his house ; 
»aA what appeared to him most singular wae, (htit 
he was unhurt. He said, that, on casting liis eyta 
backwards, he saw his late comfortable dwelling 
enveloped in Games, and lieard the shouts of the 
plunderers mingled with tlie lowing uf his cstllt, 
as they were driving ihein offj that be flew rather 
than ran back to their rescue— but still, ae^he ap- 
|)roached the blazing ruin, the noise seemed to re- 



cede, and fall fainte: 
was carried oiT, 



his eat i — in short, the prey 

id he was left iviihout a house 
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to shelter him, or n morsel of bread to satisfy the' 
demands of nature,— a houseless, friendless outcast, 
with every endearing link that bound him to his 
species, snapt asunder and destroyed forever ; that 
even the last sad token of respect, which the dear 
objects of his affection conld ever have received 
athishands, was denied them, as their bodies were 
consumed in the blazing rnin ! He Hed, he knew 
not whither, the bloody sword still in his hand. 
He wandered through llic deepest recesses of the 
forest, — nor did rivers or precipices impede his 
march ; the present was the fourth day since 
his misfortunes overtook liim, and he had, daring 
that period, only once before lasted food ; his' 
wish was to enter into the service of some chief 
who "(voiild afford bim food, raiment, arms, and 
Englishmen tocope with, — and starthig tohis feet, 
lie exclaimed, " By the Holy Apostles, Dngald 
Grseme, who never broke faith with friend or foe, 
shall exchange with him the right hand of fidelity 
as a brother, obey him as a servant, and follow 
liim through the world as a slave." 

Thelsurd replied, that he deeply felt for his sor- 
roivs — and the more so, as they wcji; of a kind to 
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tki^ Imited a&tt^ dthis ^IH;abIishfnent pbt it out 
of faifi power to inake 9J^f augmeotatioii to it, yet 
that he should be received aEiisi iVelcoine gaest, fbr 
sbbh ttHse IBB he might ^1 liSlspdM to remain. He 
eft^titted^ howevet^ if b^ had ho chrrf 16 whdni he 
\v$0 boOild ia Vstaks of feodal aiblty, iviib conlcf 
* haveasstated-hiaiiii hii j9 fieS^t emerg;e&cy ? Cirseme, 
for 80 we may now te^l hitii^ r^^i^, ihkt it Wks his 
miafartime to hftve been fltn inhabitaiit: of a part of 
that territory', known on thi^ border of Scotl^d by 
thee^mmon ^ppeliatimi 0f D^bateable-knd ; andhia 
friends, thbagh both ntiilieron^ and po'weiful^ had 
been so nnfiirtiinate oii ft recent odca^ioh, as to in^ 
cur the dtsplOEisuls Of thcsb* soverdgd ;— ahd, al- 
though it would hav^ b^n an easy thing f6r.them 
td I^Te justified thetnselTes before ftn iiii^)k^iai tii- 
bunal^ yet^ that thtir enemies, haviiig for the tiine 
complete possession of the royal ear, had^ by cir- 
cttlating a series of jdausible fidsehoods to their pre- 
judioe, rendered it eittem^Iy hazardbtis for them 
to phoe their persons atKl properties at faii^ dispos- 
al^ titt a fsTikiirabte ^ppmmity (dr ithiec^vihg 
htm ihottldpfleritdatf; tMf tlieyhiid in ^oii9t- 
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([uence withdrawn to the south side of the border, 
and pkced themselves imderthe protection of the ' 
king of England, where they intended In remniu till 
belter times coine about. 

While making thIscoromunication,GrEeme could 
not avoid observing a cloud of suspicion gradually 
condensing and hovering around jM'Culloch'sbrow, 
ivhich at last settled into a dark gloom, that over- 
spread the wholeof hi& niiinly features. He instant- 
ly became sensible of the mischief he had done, 
and hastened to remove it. He concluded by ob- 
serving, timt for his own part, as he had not beea 
actively concerned in the mcusures which gave 
such offence at court, lie preferred remaiuiog at 
home, to becoming an alien and incurring a sen- 
tence of forfeiture, and that his defenceless state 
had invited thecupidity oF the plunderers, which 
to him had been attended with such disastrous con- 
sequences. 

During the follow ing, and a few subsequent days, 
Gra;me moved about (he castle like a spectre. A 
settled melancholy had invaded his bosom, and was 
sweeping his whole mental energies before it. He 
was oftcu alone, and \vlien diseovei-cd, was al^^■ay^. 



.iu, lear^. ^e; seldoo) sjpc^^ ^4 it :^4^b^^s$«4 by 
apy of, tb^ iom?rtf5§, alw^ysjreplifd witfc a gra(»Qtis 
smileligbtiip^.uplus coimtenaaoeirai^dyiQl^^ ' 

.too studied and courtly for the pccaslQiu ''A^ 
l^t,,bow<$yer» bis despondency beg»ii^.gmdi|ally to 
^i^ve way ;-r-he seemed once more dispp^ued to mingle 
in the ^oncer^sof SK^tiFeU^^ hejoiined.thevetain^ 
ers and seryantjs of the bpuse iu their usiial avo- 
cations, and lent his willing assistance in the per- 
formance of even the niost menial offices. Uj^^ppear- 
ed paif^ticul^rly ambitious on these occasions of at- 
tracting the sustention of the l^d, and ultiiiiately. 
succeeded to the utmost c^xtent of .his wishes. He 
tpok tbe depsu-tment of the stable uof^ev his own 
iiQti^ed^tiB management ; he arranged and . new 
ipqdelledtOy^ry thing ;-^the skins of the hixrses be-^ 
g£m, frona cipi:^tant friction^ gradually to lose their 
tawdry appearance^ and to assume that hue which 
is the result of proper attention. Nor was the re- 
fo^m^ so rig^NTOusly set on foot^ limited to the caval- 
ry .^Ipne. The housings and accoutrements were 
carefully examined^ and underwent a thorough re- 
pair, and every thing connected therewith placed 

in the. most i^erviceable state. 

c2 
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The armoury next vna subjected to a strict Gcru- 
tiiij'. All lliose arms that were good, both ofFeaaive 
aod defensive, were polished till they shone like a 
min-oF, and the laird eoulduothclpadmiriug the ad- 
dress wilb which Graeme could clinch a rivet or 
head a Hpear, Thus be weat ou, repoiritig the bad, 
andcleaiiingandburnisfaicg up the whole, till every 
separate article it contained was fit fi)r immediate 



Nor did the castle itself eecapethe investigation 
of the officious straiager. He from time to time 
offered the most judicious remarks on its defences, 
and suggested certain iniproveraents which appear- 
ed so self-evident, that they were adopted immedi- 
ately. The ditch, which, though capacious, being 
only a dry one, he filled with water, by diverting 
a small stream out of its original cbaDnel, iato it. 
He caused flanking towers to be built in the anglex 
of the wall that surrounded the court-yard. — lu 
short, his ascendancy was by this time eo firmly 
established, that he had only to suggest improve- 
ments to eosur* tlieir being adopted without farther 
question. There seemed to exist betwixt the laird 
aud him, a klad of tflcit <:oii]pBc(, to which each 
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party adhered without farther explanation* Al* 
though bearing np official rank in the house, either, 
as a retainer or servant, he neyertheless .appeared 
by this time to have become as efiective a member 
of the establishment as either; and in these Min- 
pie days, when the whole household were placed, 
at the same table^ without farther res^iect to per*, 
sons than what arose from arraogement^ Graeme^ 
even there was permitted to hcid the sameequivo-- 
cal rank which was coaceded to him elsewhere«r 
Although not admitted to the dais,' nor beneath the 
cskDOff, he was- nevertheless seated above the sak« 
From the day h» became an inmate of the cas^. 
tie, he studiously evaded every attempt to elicit, 
farther information from him^ respecting his owir 
affairs. Although en bis iSrst arrival^ he seemed, 
to court enquiry, and was all apparent openness 
and candour, yet these traits of his character 
soon gave way to those of evasion and reserve. 
When the question put, was of such a tendency 
as to require a direct answer, lie generally repli- 
edy that every recurrence to his misfortunes 
brought along with it such a torrent of mental 
lacemtion, that it quite unhinged him for a day 
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afterwar(Is. Be, therefore, begged a respite for' 
a short time, till' he could so far master his feel- 
ings, ^ to endure the probe without wincing un- 
der its infliction. 

On one occasion, the lady of the mansion en- 
paired what family his wife belonged to. He 
slatted as if a burning arrow fiad pierced liis 
brain; his countenance biecame pale as ashes; 
large drops of cold sweat hung like globules 
from his cadaverous forehead ; and his whole 
fntme shook with agony. At last^ by a desperate 
effort, he recollected himself so far as to reply, 
**that her name was Scott." The lady, who wit- 
nessed the intensity of his sufferings, apologised 
for the pain she bad unintentionally given hitn, 
ahd studiously aroided every allusion to the sub- ' 
jcct in futute. 
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CHAP. II. 



** Id joyous youth, what-soul hath never icnoim 
Thought, feeling, taste, harmonious to its own,*- 
Who hath not pausM while Beauty's pensive eye 
Ask-d from his heart the homage of a sigh,— 

• ■ Who hath not owned, with capture-smitten fraojc. 
The power of grace, the magic of a name ?** 
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Alicia M'CuLLOCH, the only child of the laird 
of Kirkclaugh^ as has l)een said^ was now ia ber 
eighteenth year ; and although legendary authority 
in most instances, rests satisfied with a Gcw sweep- 
ing ^ssertions^ condensing within the limits of a 
single sentence, every thing that can be appliej 
to either beauty or accbiiiplishnients, yet on . tlie 
present occasion, it has not left us to oscillate in a 
State of dubiety, as it assures us that she was superla^ 
tively beautiful ;.-^that her features were moulded 
after the finest cast oT Grecian outline ;— >that her 
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complexion was purity itself, sullied onl}- by tlie 
preaence of the faint blush of the openiDg roae- 
bnd on lier cheek;— that no statuary, IVoni 
Praxiteles to Canova, ei-er moulded a Grace ivitli 
such classical symmetry of person as that she pos. 
sessed; — and no poet, from Solomon to Scott, 
ever embodied in one mind so much of female 
excellence as was found iu her. 

True it is, tliat we cannot speak with certain- 
ty as to the specific nature of the accomplish- 
■nentS) which gave dignity and grace to a form so 
fair. We may safely iufer, however, that t he fol- 
lowing were amongst the number : — She was 
deeply skilled in the vulnerary and medicinal qua- 
lities of every plant and lichen that grew on her 
native mountaiua ; and from them she composed 
salves and tinctures, embrocations and febrifu- 
ges, laden with which, she visited the couch of 
pain and the bed of sickness, and like a minister- 
ing angel, came with healing under her wings. 

She ajso possessed the secret of extracting 
fix)pi the vegetable world, every tint and shade 
t))^t, nature has scattered with profusion overthe 
face of creation. She could impart to the fleecon 
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of 1 1 er father's Rocks the Rsuncing verdure of the 
summer'a forest, as well ns the sear iind yellow 
hue of autuiBD. The crimson glories of i(ie even- 
ing clouds, and the lovely azure of the midnight 
sky, all gaieoiit tlieir hues at her luflgical touch, 
iEven the social raiobow, i n its futile sttempts to n- 
nitemonntainto mountain, in thefleetiogand evsn- 
escent graspof worldly friendship, could not elode 
her research, but was plundered of its prismatic 
dyesto adora the slioulders of HOme rustic retainer. 
Of her literary acquirements, little can be said, 
as our readers need scarcely be informed, that at 
the period alluded to in our legend, books were 
bU inmanueeript. It may naturally be inferredj 
thei'efore, that liet father's library was not very 
extensive. She had read, however, the legend of 
Saint Wianifrede, with that of Saint nosafie and 
Saint Cecilia ; and smile not, gentle reader, when 
WB add to the catalogue, the etjually holy names 
of Saint Balaam and Saiot Nimrod. — for each of 
these worthies, at one period, shone resplendent in 
the lists of canonization. 
That a form so fair, and a mind so richryatored 
ihmM have 
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been [jermitled to graw up like a Bower in & da. i 
aert, without a sigh beiug wafted to her botfec i 
window, or a speai- broken in honour of her. woiiUl ( 
have been a stain ou the gallantry of the age ahfe 4 
iloni'ifihed in : — but such was not the ciue ; f«r 4 
many a youthful aspirant laid his fortune and , 1 
titles atlier feet^ and many & luddy cheek v 
blunched with despaii-, as he turned his charger's ^ 
head round to take a farewell glance at the loftjt ■ 
turrets of Kirkelaugh, and of the proud inseosil^ i 
beauty who had rejected hia suit. 

Dngald Gi'u;me possessed a tall, elegant lignrej J 
a set of regular, tliough pale features ; long flow*' i 
lug locks, that spread over his shoulders, as darib j 
as the raven's wing, and quick piercing eyes, thftt 
seemed to read the hand-wiitiiig of nature oa the 
tablets of the heart, and to detect the vagraflttidea 
while it flitted through the regions of the biaifl, 
ere tlie wand of icason had embodied it iu a tan«r j 
gibic sha[>e. He appeared to be in the very pvinW ' 
of manhood, and might peihaps have been boixlei-- 
ing on forty years of age ; aitliough his smooth 
fbrehcad, and erect carriage, would not have Set 
him down for much more tlian thirty. With all 
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4iiiS; Mwever^he had a something of turking saaa 
picion in his profile^^ — a kind of sinister ^ance in 
his dark eye, which/ although it did nol ^Hke 
an ordinary observer at first sight, yet when bnccj 
discovered, miideaxi impression never to be erased. 

He was now, to all intents and purposes, con- 
sidered as a permanimt inmate of tlie castle ; nay^ 
he was become so necessaafy to the laird, that no 
uttdettaking, even of the most trifling nature, was 
finally resolved on, till it had received his pre- 
vious sanction. 

Notwithstanding the unlimited confidence thus 
placed in him, he avoided every thing that, in the 
slightest degree, could induce a belief that he ma 
acting on his own responsibility. He made a most 
ostentatious parade of the deference he paid to' the 
laird's Orders, and was constantly applying for in« 
stractidns in affairs, though of themselves of the 
most trivial import.. To the lady and Alicia, 'he 
was all htimilky and condescension ; he seemed e^ 
ver on the alert to servie and oblige them ; he ne^ 
ver addressed them but with cap in hand, and itr 
the most respectful terms';-^he was constantly ly* 
in^ in wait for opportunites of affording them att 
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agreeable surprise, and in ooe iastsnce, he sue. 
ceeded bejond his nioat sanguine expectations. 

Alicia, like tlic ladies of that penot), was en- 
UiusiaMically attached to field sports, paiticular- 
\y hawking ; and the Attention she paid to the 
leeding and training )i9r birds, was one of the prin- 
cipal sources of aniusemeut she cnjojed. On the 
face of the precipice, directly below the castle, a 
pair of beautiful faicous, of the genuine breed, had 
for many years built tbeir nest, and reared their 
young n-ith perfect safety. The place they liad ju- 
diciously selected for that purpose, had hitherto 
been considered as altogether inaccessible. On the 
preceding season, Alicia bad depressed a wish 
to possess one of them, and a favourite page, 
ansious to render her a scittcc, had rashly ven- 
tured to reach the dangerous eyrie, when his hold 
giving way, he was |wecipitated to the bottom, 
and literally dashed to pieces. This fatal accident 
was a source of great lamentation in the castle, 
particularly to the young lady, wlio could not lii- 
vest herself of the idea that she was in some de- 
gree accessary to it. All attempts of a similar ofl- 
ture were strictly forbidden in future, under the 



pen^ty o|f the li^unl's high displeasure^ aod the 
btpry W^ heginning to be jS^rgotten in the castlet 
Grsme having heard from some of the vass^ tti^ 
UMHiraftd n^ifttive, deter^mined in his own mind^ 
that in deijanc^ df the interdict^ he would e$8ay 
the perilous adventure, as soon as th^ birds were 
folly fledged. For this purpose^ he contriTed a 
ladder made from twisted raw hid^s, winch, having 
secured at the top, be descended in perfect safety, 
and brought np the brood, which he presented to 
hi^ young mistress^ Joy sparkled in her eyes at 
the sight of the unlooked-for present, although she 
chid him i^verely for his rashness, and even hint- 
ed at the probable chance of having offended heir 
father, by setting such an example of insubordina- 
tion before the inferior servants of the castle. 

Grfcmef had sufficient tact to discover, that 
whatever (^<^nce he might have given hex fathei^ 
on the present occasion, he had given none to her i 
or^ had he ev^n entertained a doubt on the sobjecl^ 
s^e g^ve him. tittle time to remain in suspense i 
fQ^ on .observing th^t he had 9ligl|tly Jac^rnted hm 
arm) on; turmqig the sharp angle of a rock^ $he 
to^k ^ m\iiy QQ^roidered scarf from b^ Wf49t> 
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xvitii which she tied up the scratch, teHing hiinv 
that as he had been wounded id her service, he 
must keep it for her sake. 

Gnerae dropt on his knees, nad kissing the 
hemwitli much eeemiog devotion, threw it grace- 
fully over his shoulder, and rising to his feet, re- 
plied, " liady I thaok you ; from my soul I tliank 
you: you have much over-rated the trifliug ser- 
vice it has been my good Ibrtuue to render you. 
1 ain a ruined broken mau, bankrupt in every 
thing, but a heart overQuwing with gratitude, for 
ihe generous protection afforded me under your 
tailier's roof: But lady, it liaa not been always 
thus witli me. — I have seen the day, when in the 
listed fieldf I would have made the proudest peer 
in Scotland vail his bonnet to this scarf, and ac- 
kuowicdg« the transcendent beauty and splendid 
virtues of her that gave it, or lie prostrate at my 
Hiercy. I am not whst I 6eem_the finger of des- 
tiny has pressed heav^y upon me. Had I acted 
the part of the flexible reel!, aud bowed my head 
before the tempest, it might have passed harm- 
less overmej but confiding in my nativestreugth, 
I stood erect like the oak of the forest, and was 
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•hivered by its resistless fory. Had it been other-^ 
wise, I could this day^ under the pennon of my 
iJEtiher's heusei have made an avowal, which, 
whatever might have been its reception^ might 
have been made without presumption on my part, 
and listened to without anger on your^s. I am 
fully aware of the apparent disparity between our 
-several stations in life, but am not without a hope 
that a brighter morning shaH soon arise, when 
the cloud which has for some time overshadowed 
my fortunes, shall be dissipated, and the fiat which 
has doomed me to ^le and obscurity be with- 
drawn.-— I see you are ofiended ; but pardon my 
rashness, and never again shall I intrude my sor- 
rows on your ear^ till I can emerge from the dark- 
ness in which I am at present shrouded, and boldly 
display in the face of heaven the bearings and cog- 
nisance of my name.*' 

" Rise, Dugald Graeme," she replied (for he 
had again dropt on his knees), *' I can grant no 
favourto my &ther*s vassal, that requires to be sued 
for with such humility. I am sorry that what T con- 
sidered in no other light than a trifling reward for 
a favour done me, should have given rise to hopes, 
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that n^ver oaa he r|»li8«4i----rott€l)0Ciui$ly to H 
Mtsinied xaok and dcnnnaDt dtks 3 those asre yerjr 
improper 8e(a:ets, if secrets they ,are^ foi! a maidieii 
like me;— Hoor can the discovety ever lead me te 
con9ider you in any other lighi than as my fitther^ 
bondsman^ till he instructs me to the oontmiy :*«^ 
for the present, what has past shaU remain a secret 
with me; but should you again intrud6 on mypi»- 
vacy, with such sinister hintSj and unc«}led-fbr cod-* 
fidence, I shall have immediate jfeootirse to my ft* 
ther, who wiU not permit his daughter to be iniiidt** 
ed with impunity.^' So saying, she retired to heij 
own room» where she remaioed till the dinner bdi 
summoned her to^the halh 
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CHAP. 111. 



I'he border slogan rent th? fSfJt 

A Home! a Gordon 1 was the cry— 

iJimA were the clanging trlows : 

AdwnoBcU-lbroed.haek-^afNr ioar^now liigh » 

The pennon sunk jand raie** 

As bent the bark*s mast 19 the galc» 

When rent are rigging, shrouds, and sail, 

jK wAvered 'mid the Ibea. Scott. 



The summer had commenced, and the repairs 
and in^rovemeots suggeisted in andabout the castle 
were in fiiU progress, when it was discovexied that 
a number of additional artificeis would be reqitir- 
ed to have them all finislied before the winter set 
in. Thelairdappliedtomostoffais&ieodsandnci^ 
boucs, for a few skilful masons and carpenters^ but 
none could be procured. In this dilemma, Graeme 
hinted that a sufficient number of very superior 
workmen could be hired fromhisnative place^ were 

D 
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it 9^e For liim to go in search of them ; but that 
not being the case, he proposed sending Angus Don- 
aldson, with a letrer from himself to a friend, who 
would cDgage, and send them with the messengBr. 
Angus was a young man but recently taken into 
the laiid's service, who had attached himself in a 
particular manner to Gneme. 

No other alternative offering, Groeme was de- 
isired to prepare his despatches, and Angus to hold 
jiiniself in readiness to set out at a moment's warn- 
3iig, which, after a long private interview with his 
I inend, he did on the the second day, well mount- 
ed and armed, as the custom then was. He was 
chained with two letters ; one he was to deliver to 
a person in Dumfiies, who was to procnre him a 
guide for the remainder of his journey, and the o- 
ther to a celebrated border chief of the name of 
Armstrong. A sum of inonev sufficient to cover 
[ lis probable expenditure, was also entrusted to his 
charge; and at the suggestion of Grreme, a small 
present was sent, to propitiate the good offices of 
the border chieftain, and to render him more alert 
in the business. 

With these instructions, and a wallet tied on the 
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saddle behind him, well stored with pro vender both 
for himself and his horse, (there being no inns oq 
the road in these times), Donaldson rode merrily 
on, and reached Dumfries in safety oki the day be set 
out. On enquiry he soon found the person to whmii 
bb letter was addressed, who having perused it, 
eyed the messenger for some time with A'gbmce 
ctkeen scrutiny^ and at last breaking silence, said, 
*' Aweel fiien', 1 find you are for the border, 
charged wi' a letter to auld Davie Snakeheete, an* 
I maun furnish ye wi' a guide ; now, let me ask ye 
just ae question, an nae mair— do ye k^n whar ye 
are gaun ?** 

^* I know only that I have a letter to deliver to 
Sir David Armstrong," replied Donaldson, some- 
what abashed by the abruptness of the enquuy, 
'' and being a stranger in this part of the country, 
shall require a person acquainted with the roads to 
guide meto his placeof residence, for whi^h trouble 
I shall reward him/' '* An' what may the purport 
6* the letter be, that requires sic haste ?'^ enquired 
the pertinacious coUoquist, '^ As I am not confiden- 
tially entrusted with my master's secrets," readied 

Angus, somewhat nettled at being thus catechised 

b'4 
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by a sivittger, " I presume the iDfovmatiou I have 
already given will be su(&cieat to eoable you to do 
wbat ia required of you." " Vera tine, young 
loaa, ye say vera true; but ia looiuugout for ^ 
guide to ye, what inauu I say yc'll gie him ?" " I 
tshall ia a great meaaure leave that to yourself," 
Angus replied ■. " Suppose I were to give him two 
roseBoUe3,woulduottliatbesufBcient?""Aye,aye, 
the goud o' £i)j;Iaud ; its rifci ou tlie border thau 
I hae seeu il, the mairs the pity, Aweel youiig 
man, ImauD just gang wi' you roysel', an' that them 
that aent ye keut fou weel ; there's no aaither man 
frae the tower o' Sauquhac to the gates of Locli- 
mabeu, that could carry ye to auld Davie's phicc 
o' resideuce, as yeca't— for, mind wliatlsay, there's 
no a clump o' liatle, or a tuft o' heatlier iu a' the 
flow o' Tarras, but b is been his jJace o' reaideuce aa 
timeorither; an' yet lie'aaye to be found by them 
wha ken bow to seek liiiu — but ye'rekeepia' me 
here, whan bailh yuureeVan'horse require rest au'rc- 
fi«shment,tofityefortlie journey that's afore us the 
inom." The guide, vi'lio appeared to be a luau 
th&t bad pMsed the nici-idian of his life, and who 
kept a house of enlcnuiumcDt un mlhcr a limited 
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scale, DOW led tbe way ta the ststble^ ^here^ after 
seeing the kdrses amply ptoYided with rationst he 
iBtroduced Angus to the kileheir, that beiiii^so-> 
lace hiondE witb soeh eatdUiea afltd driiikaUbi as. 
the boocle could ftmiblu 

In the momog thegr were up and mooated b«* 
times And p^oeeedingoB tlleilrjoiicaey. Their raad^ 
for a cooBiderable duiiaiiee^ lay over undnlatis^ 
{lastQie kods^ intermix^ with seaaiy patefaea of. 
com fieldsJQst geitingiat^ ear. About rti(l*daythey 
fodad that they bad gatneidl a coBBideraUe asceiit. 
They were now entering a couatrytitOgether pasp^' 
toral f tb^ tt^9 of cultivatioa were becomiagJesa: 
frequent, and in a short time entirely disaf^eaxed. ' 
The travdHeni sd^tisd beside a small stream^ where . 
having hid the wallet under contribntiiWy and lesl^ 
ed their horses for a couple of hoars^ they again 
set forwatd. 

Th^ gilide now urged Angus to proceed at a 
swifter pace tbaa they fasid hitherto done, giving 
asareasoo that they leid many a weary mile to tra- 
yel beforethey eame to their upi-puttlng. ^Doyoa 
itiean to insinuate that we i^all not riEleh the end 
of ourjoumey thisevening?" enquired Angus. ^ We 
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may reach ilie en' o' our journey sooner llian wnd 
be guidforUB," replied the guide; "an' gin wedin- 
na get aff this waste afore tlie sun sets, there's 
nought mair likely to happen ns." So urged, An. 
gus and his companion gave their horses the rein, 
and proceeded at a round pace for a few hours, ex- 
changing onlymooysyllables occasionally, At last 
the guide, pulling up his jaded charger, said they 
might now proceed more leisurely, as they would 
soon reach their quarters for the evening. 

They seemed insensibly to have passed over the 
highest swell, that forms the boundary line between 
the eastern and western shores of the kingdom. 
The descent whicli, ia the firet instance, was al- 
most imperceptible, had now become sudden and 
irregular — small patches of stunted trees fringed- 
the declivities of the raoimtains, increasing in num- 
ber and magnitude as they approached tlie plain, 
till at last, on turning an angle of the road, a beau- 
tiful forest scene opened to their view. Nothing 
could be more picturesque than the prospect be- 
fore them. Large opeo glades were seen piercing- 
deep into the woody recesses, on which herds of 
i-ed deer were brousing. A small stieam dei^cend- 
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•d^rom the mountaias^ which, after several me« 
anderings, added its tributary vi^ve'to a river thsit 

» 

rolled majestically to the eastern ses£^ At last they 
discovered, at a short distance before them, a houis^ 
«f considerable magnitude^ though apparently fall- 
en much into decay^ ' 

• It had at one time been ei^losed by a wall of .' 
great height^ and full of loop-holes fdr archeiy, but 
it was now inmanyplaceslevellckl'toits foundations. 
The comrt-yard had been paved^ bat was at pre«^ 
fient entirely over-grown 'with rank ^veeds, except 
a^airow path-way which gave ingress and egress 

r 

to the occupants. The hoi](^e itsdf; though 'not 
built in the castellated form, had nevertheless been 
capable of making some defence. -The high nati 
row windows had been strongly h^itted With irbni 
Over the principal gate^way, was placed a stone 
escutcheon, whereon was deeply engrav^i- an ea^e 
vrith the waqing moon in his^talod,' with thi^ hide 
legend on a scroU'beneathk ; • 

The remains of a ditch was still visible, which had 
surrounded the whdc establishment. - • 
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" We rest here fur the Dighl,'' obseived tlui ^ 
guide ; and without£irttier commuDing, dismounted •! 
opposite the gate- way, desiviug Angus lolioldluB-'H 
borae till lie returned ; and walkjngup to thedooD J 
of the uiansioG, bestowed a ftw liearty strokca a 
it with tlie cUidgenii of his dagger. A humau Eace 
inslaDtly appeared at an upper wiiidow, as in the 
act of isuonuoitriug, who, on diacoverlsg the claim- 
ant for admissioD, descended, and uudid the botla 
»]id fasteuingBof the door, and stood before him, a 
brawny, muscular man, rather above the ordinary 
size, accompanied by two large and fierce deec 
hounds. They joined hands, and seemed to ex- 
change greetiuga of fiiendly salutation, convers- 
log together for some time. At last the guide beck- 
oned Angus to advance, and the maitre de kotei 
having led the horses into the stable, and placing 
plenty of provender before them, ushered his guests 
into a paved ludl, whej-e, welcomiug them with 
much seeming cordlalitj', he apologised for the ne- 
cessity he was under of leaving them for a little, 
till he made some domestic arrangements necessary 
for their comfort. 

AnguE being left alone witli his guide, once 



A TAXA OF CRUGGLETON CASTtE. Sf 

n^Qte iBtenogated lam respecting the pixAable 
lesgfth of tkeir journey, and how much of it wki.: 
yet to perform ; and received for answer^ that ! 
these were qnestionsr to whicb no definitiTO reply 
coakl faegLTtn, till he had- communed again with 
hiisi kndtord^ as^ oa the information he expected to 
rcceiir6 from him^. every thing depended ; bat thai 

• 

if afitra turned out as he expected, their pilgri- 
nage would terminate the ensuing day. He^ hoiv-* 
evor^ in his tura^ cautioned Anguis against eidii-^ 
biting any symptoms of impatience on his re-ap 
peaxaace^ otherwise he might considerably retard, 
if not altogether defeat the object of their journey. 
Their entestaner now returned, and amioiinced 
that80pp6v was about to be served up, slightly 
apol^sing for the plsdnm^ x)f their commons; 
whicb, he assured them, should have consisted ot 
mom iKlbstantifll materials, had he received any 
previov» iittimation of the honour intended him. 
On. receiving the expected coraplinieat that the ' 
venison was excellent, and the ale potent, he pro- 
ceeded, as in continuation,-—^ but as I was telHng 
ye, the laird's sair bested just now ; an' it will be 
attended wi' nae sma difficulty to get ony speer- 
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iags o' him. Te ken youreel' he wm ay laah ; 
aa' naething wad sa!r bim, about a week, since, 
but lie wall gang o'er the border ; sae he di^ew 
thegither the auld squad, an' ae fine e'ening, iie 
look the moon by the hsras, as ive ca'C, au' aw^ 
they set. But Jock O'Taraworth, (that's Scull- 
cap, ye keu), having got some information o' tlieiv- 
intentions, met tliem at the Fyket-ford, an' a sair 
reckoning they had ; un' though Jock was slain < 
outright, an' his folks gat the waiir o' the fray, 
yet the laird didna win alf acart free neither, bit. 
ivM just obliged to return wi' niae clouted ciowiis. 
than cloven feet afore him : An' than, the war- 
dens hearing o' the out.breakiug in the time o' 
[leace, hac summoned a warden tryst, an' the laird' 
maun appear, an' underlie the law, wbilk wadnO' 
be just that conveuient at the present timej sae 
I Bee naething for him but back to the Deel's Step— 
jun'-stanes at the Grey Mare's Tail, till the 6torni< 
blaws by, au' than tilings will just gang on in the- 
auld way again." 

" But cannot I deliver a letter to him before 
Ite retires to his place of concealmeut ?" enquired- 
Angus. "That's a question am no prepared toan- 
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•wer ye," replied mine host ; ^ but sud ony thing 
happen afore the mornin' I'se let ye ken- j-p-sae- 
as ye will be fatigued wi* ' your journey, I shalL 
shew you to your chamber, and* gin needs be, I 
can waken ye." He then led the way to an up«- 
pec apartment^ and having locked the door s&evr 
him, left them to their repose, 

Angus could not help feeling a portion of a- 
larm at the precautions of their landlord, whom he^ 
considered as in some way identified with the late- 
t^msactions on- the* border ; nor did his guide e« 
scape certain indefinite suspicions, that he was^ 
deeper in the secret than he wished it to be sup. 
posed. Suppressing these •reflections, however^ 
lie threw himself oh hia couch, and sunk into »> 
sound and tranquil- slumber>» 

A few hours afterwards, he was routed by a loud^ 
and continued knocking at the door of the man. 
sion, accomp^iied by the deep baying of the stag- 
hounds, and the clatter of horses' feet on the pave- 
ment. He shook his guide till he awoke, and< 
baving ocplained to him the cause of his alarm, 
they stole softly to the window, and discovered^ 
the whole court filled with armed men, *' What 
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can thia mean?" enquired Angus^" Nil, Guid only 
kens," replied his guide ; " it surely canna be the 
laird himael'. He wad never be out wL' sic a fol- 
lowing at this time ; but haud youi- tongue a wee, 
au' we'll aibilns discover something," They were 
silent for a minute or tivo, when the guide bcgaa 
to tremble, and cross himself with much seeming 
devotion. *' Who are they ?" enquired Angus, a- 
larmed at the terrors of his companion. — " Lord 
liae mercy on me, for am a dead man !" ejaculat- 
ed the guide. " Its just Pate Forster himsel', 
an' a' the clamjamfrey o' Feunick's at his heela ; 
an' there's an auld score stannin' o'er attveen hiia 
an' me this mony a lang day, an' he'll pay it a' 
afore we [tart. — Had the door been open I might 
hae made some shift, but now its a' o'er wi' me 1" 
Angus, being ayoungnian of a bold, fearleiis cha- 
racter, hastily replied, " Although I am ignorant 
of the cause of feud betwixt this Foi^ter and you, 
yet I presume, my being found in your com|)any, 
will place me in a predicament of equal peiil with 
yourself; let ub therefore try, if possible, we can 
makeour escape;— if by no other method, the cliim- 
ney may conduct us to the roof of the !iouse,,from 



whence we may descei^d m the rear, and a £ew 
steps will ta](Le us into the forest^ •, amidst whose 
labyrinths we may lie cpncealed tiU they letire ; 
or sbojidd that faH hS| we have wafi ia ov^ hanicU^ 
.1^ us sell our lives like roen^ and x\oi ydtisuwi m 
effort, tamely lose that which the fieeUngiiiof ng- 
ture has rendered of more value to us^ than all 
other earthly blessings/' 

'* Te 9peak ye know not vyhat^ young man/' 
the guide replied ; ** the houise is b^et on evc^ry 
side, an' escape impossible ; — besides, what could 
twa uuarmed men, with oply swords in tbwbandff, 
effect against sic numberjsf ? An' m:i^ than tha^, 
ye aie in nae immediate personal danger, unless 
ye draw it down on yourser. They'll no injipre you ; 
only just conceal the letter in your bopt, an' say 
ye are gaun to Embro^ on your master's businesf, 
an' cam this way to see a' frien**; w*the colours p* 
your house, whilk ye wear, will bear ye put i^ 
your assertion j but as ye value ye're I^fe, men- 
tion not Davie Armstrong, I hear them coming, 
sae, mind my instructions, while I dern mysel' ia 
the corner a wee, till I see the last o't.'' 

Heavy footsteps were now heaid approaching ; 
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tl)c door opened, and the landlord entered, iiilio- 
diicing 3 short, square-built man, cased in a fall 
suit of plate arnionr, and followed by a. consider- 
able retinue, who remained outside the door : he 
advanced into the middle of the room, and eyeing 
Angus for aome time, at last in the bi-OEtd Doric of 
the Northumbrians, enquired, " Whear comes to vv 
frea,lad,an' what's tow doinghere?" Angus, noways 
abashed, replied, that he was a servant of the laii'd 
of Kirkclaugh, In Galloway, travelling on his mas- 
ter's business to Edinburgh ; and that, havicg made 
nconaiderable deviation for the purpose of visiting 
afriend, hehad'been benighted where he tlien was, 
and had prevailed on the landlord to acconamodatc 
hitn till the morning. — "Tow speaks weal an' free- 
ly, lad, but there's twea horses in the ntable, whea 

■ belongs the secand tea." Angus readily replied that 
he belonged to hia guide. " Tow mea he vera rit 
agean, lad, but whears this guide o" thine ? I want 
ineetily toseahira," When, castiug hiseyes enquir- 
ingly around, he espied him in a dark corner, and 

-seizing him by the arm, he said, " Come forrit to 
thelect, lad, and let me look at tea."— He had no 
sooner obtained a full view, ihan he excialnicd 
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'^^ Hab, my auldfriefi^ Syimnie JdhnBtoo! By the 
lieans o* Sai^t Becketam glead to sea tea ;I tfaout 
tow iviMl ilea be that &r iff, and ihy whiteTeut iu 
<ea steable. I hae lang lodkit for tea^ and now 1 
Ilea fond tea, weas msdea clear Teckoning afbie 
wea peart. It was a jade's trtdk tow served mea ; 
lint thb meating peas for a*.«-^If tow has ony ill 
bleed atween thy 'Maker and thea, meak it up as 
&8t as tow can, for* its now clear dealeet, and gin 
tow s^ the son ,!«., tnay I never cross the Tweaa 
f^n.^-^^And addressing some of those at the door, 
hesaid, '^ Tellteajumpertogetahalter, anMookont 
for a convenient tree, and hea every thing ready, 
an we'll be wea' him in five minutes,'^ 

During this address Simeon Johnston appeardl 
to be stmggKng under the influence of some mas- 
ter passion, and his countenance bore pregnant 
marks of the presence of feelings, even more potent 
than those that are the legitimate offspring of ter- 
ror alc^iB.^— Atlast, by a desperate effort, he obtain- 
ed the ascendancy over them in so &r a? to re^y, 
in a stibdned voice, ** Sir Patrick Forster, we ken 
anc anither, an** that very knowledge is sufficient 
ito inform me what I hae to expect at your bands. 
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. Xf line the poTOi^aa' oae doubt will use it in a 
maimer b eseemi p j^ your character, ^tliiag,^Wr 
jfiveF, ye seemto ^ foi^ti^i^ wbilk isf tkat.w)ia» 
jebuiiUiny £^er'sl|Qiise^«acL4idi|a lea^shima 
fomfooted smiioal, except «e aaU coUii^ oq duit 

.vera day I had your ^ia baimdaiio m^'* my swond 

•- 

;at his throaL } conld ui^ strike hioi be made 
jsiccau a main, but just let him up, and helptt hini 
^ his yaady aa' bade hiia fle^ fur bi^. life.^*^ 
f* Stop v<4iear tQw is^' roaredoat Forster $ '' mw 
beas said enoogb to seal thy doojaa,. had tow dtfMi 
neathipg elsCp— «Wbat steat did tow 8ei;4 Um 
beam in-«teal mea that i-^Wi^ ye^^' bia hf^of^ 
shineas cut, which mead him learn jEor Ufe-Htow 
faaogs for that, had tow deaa uea mfisr*'* 

^ It was nae dune by me^'^ replied Siaeoa; ^mx 
can I be answerable for the mischief a man oieets 
Vfi! in the heat o' combat/* 

*\ Tpw says true tbear agean, lad ^ but if it was nesi 
theci it was a Johnston, and wbeaa a Jglmstoa 
deas a fault, and a Johnson's lug^ged fqr it, if 
that binna law and justice beath, I kepna wfaatis'i 
sae bring him alang sum o** yea, for I hea net 
mear time to weast in argument." 
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' Some of the retdiiei-s now rushed in, nail sciz- 
iflg liim by the collar, were dragging him forward, 
when he turned rouotl to the knight, and, with 
much aolemnitj' in his miiDaer, said, — " Sir Pa- 
trick, I k.Doiv ye to be a blood-thirsty man, an', 
being in your power, I expeck nae mercy -, but 
nearly terminated as the thread o' my existence 
appears to be, I hac a presentiment on my mind 
that your's is stiil nearer, an' that there is a fi- 
gure in your horoscope whilk tells mc I shall out- 
live you." Then turning to Angus, he said,^" tell 
tJiera that sent you what has be&'en me, an' gang 
whar t (auld yc for an answer.'' 

Forster turniog sharp round at this address, 
said, " Come tow alang tea, lad, we may need thy 
help tea bury him," 

Angus replied, that he must proceed nn his 
journey and could not be detained — and even ven- 
tured to protest against tite summary execution of 
his guiile ; but Forster cut him short ivith *'Keep 
thea nieuth shut, lad, an mind tou'a nea in Gallo- 
way, or thear ar mcar halters whear that yean 
cam frea." 

Angus thus cautioned, followed the proccssioa 
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in silCDCC till they had advanced a little way into 

^ forest, where they found the jumper with the 

f "^nratus all ready. Angas thonght he diacover- 

" ed his guide cast an inquiring look at the landlord, 

Illuclt mas replied to by one of deep meatiiug j— 

e hozsM w«e la& in the conrtryud undn xi 

** Now, Dp wea him without delay," cried For- 

i Bter; "»a we'll soon beaowerlang here." While 
the jomper was adjuatiog the baiter on the bough, 
ia arrow pinned his band to the tree. The. wrctdi 

' |pai«d out in agony, and struggled with all his. 
might to free it, but being unable, lie called losti- 
Iff for help. At that instant, another came with 

, teller intenti and, striking a rivet in his corslet, 
made the fii-e flash from it, the shaft Aplinteviag. 
into twenty pieces, Forstet drew his SHlod, and 
■was lushing forward to execute bis sentence ia a 
mary maimer, when a third shaft iviuged with 
^e arrested hie progress ;— it stradc hlin ou the 

I tcm^, and buried iti; point in hia twain. 

A cry of treacttery arose— the band assembled 
around (heir wounded chief — they extracted the 
uiiow, but life was Aed for ever. At that in- 
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staut, a body of armed men rushed ihrougli one 
of the openings,— The ForsWre, pothiiig behind 
theiu in courage, placed their dead citptain beneath 
the tree, and forming in front of him, a most fHii- 
ous contest ensued, which ended id the total dis- 
comfiture of the invaders, and the capture of a 
number of prisoners and most of the horsea. 

During the conSict, Angus and his guide, who 
were kept sepaxate by a guard set over them, 
made several incfectnal attetnpte to escape ; bnt, 
finding that impossible, they were consti'ained to 
become passive spcctatcnrs of a struggle in which 
they would gladly have taker a part, as on it the 
life of the one and the liberty of the other hi all 
probability depended. At last, however, when the 
issue became no longer doubtful, their guard fled, 
leaving them to themselves. Angus immediately 
untied the guide's hands, and suggested the pro- 
priety of making their escape. He was, however, 
informed that flight was uo longer necessary, 
as the victors were tlieir friends, and the leadet 
the person they were in quest of. Rejoiced to 
hear that tbcir journey was to terminate so soon, 
Angus proposed going up aod delivering his ere- 
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deotials iiniaedintcly. AgaiDst this, John^toD re- 
monstrated, sayui^i that, as soon as waoted, they 
wad be sent for ; — he added, that the knight was 
chafed at present, " aiid wad may be no receive 
them sae graciously as he behoved to do when 
the bluid was anes aff his hands — but bide ye here 
awee, au I'll step ower an' pit in a ivord for ug 
baith. — I saw a guid Strang Btump o' a uaig a- 
mong tlie bestial in the yard, as I was bi'ought 
here, an' I wad like to tack him bame wi' me 
if Davie wad gle consent i — a body wad need 
something to mak up for the jeopardy they war 

So saying, he left Angus and joined the knight 
and hia party. There seemed to pass greetings of 
joyful recognition between Johnston and the vic- 
tors, to most of whom he appeared to be known ; 
and even Sir David shook him kindly by the 
hand, aud, walking aside, they had a conversa- 
tion of some length. At last he returned and in- 
foi-med Angus that *■' his errand wad be done in- 
stantly." 

AngUB cougmtulLited him on the niimculous 
escape he had made, from what appeared certain 



4f)at)i. 1^ I; freely own/! Johnston repliedy ^^ thst 
I,wii9fia n^ama.peril; but/' he added, ^Het me 
.t^U' you^ young nian, your danger was little less 
f^ixneiitt.than mine'-ibry had they hailed me as 
Mi^ypi^posed, the^ reversion d" your life wadha a 
^sQirt for half an hour's purchase^ as, in the present 
itistauce^ they had dee^ cause ibr sae doing than 
y» are .aware o'; for the warden o' the English 
n)arcbf»si.ck>iidiidii]ig,. no without some dbow o' rea- 
•QP^;that Snslk^&.heela'ilradna keep tryst at the next 
meeting, a^nt the Forsters and Fenwicks to try an' 
app^rdiend him^ wha bland tiiemsdves under a so- 
lema^th to bring him o'er the border, either dead 
.0]?)alive«, For this purpose^ they crossed the Tweed 
ysetstreen ia the dusk 4d' the. e'eniog ; but axld 
Davie had kifbrotatMii o^. the.haill plot, an' sent 
spies^ yAiSk met then frae time to time^ an' misled 
them wi' &use inlelligeiice, till at last they 
l^^ught them Jiere. Focster, wha had- the com^ 
mand^f.b^gan now to discover that they had;heen 
deceived^ an' wad a hte irev^ged hisisel' on them 
wha had done it, btit they had somehow made 
their escapey— ^.F^nraged that he had been rendt^d 
tJie dupe o' siccan a shallbw artifice, Jbe was - re^ 
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whri to do smuEtiuBg Hat waA palliate, it uot 
wipe out die ignominy of lii> disappouttmeiit. 
He queatiooed tbc laodlon], nba be considend de- 
TOted to his uitcTKt. bat wha b » trae Scotsman 
at heart, if he had seen ony o' Sir DsTid** peopk 
larkicg about lately. He receit-ed for aoswer, 
that lie understood Snake-heel^ hims^ was aS to 
the StcpiHOg-staues, itbai- be keut wetJ a' ibe 
Forstera in Northumbnland duretna follotv hira, 
aa^ tiiat lie hadita eeen a living sonl for a n-eet 
past, except twa puir Iraveliere, vha had airived 
ia the e'ening, an war in tbeir beds ; tbe rest ye 
kcB ; font, after discoreriiig me, be was couGrow 
cd in the ofMoioo (hat ye somehow or ilher be- 
longed to Sir David, an wad a bae acted cm tbaC 
bdief had be no been prevented. 

** I learned a' thae news amaog my anid frieii's 
ower bye there, an portly (rae Sir David himser ; 
on* it was just ae bit wink that oar landlord gied 
me, that let me keo there was helj) at hand, an' 
that I wadna be jnstified tbc day, an* that gart 
me B]>eak sae suell to tbem." 

During this conremation, the cooijnerors were 
busily engaged iu snipping and burjiog tlie slain, 
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T the hur(t) of tkofie that were wounded, 
Mid collecting and dividing tlie spoil; reffesh- 
ments were aleo served round from the totise, 
and that in such profusion, as would have induced 
a belief that their guests were not unexpected. 
During all this time the travellers were standing 
at a considerable distance^ without appearing to 
be either objects of curiosity or regard, At last 
the landlord approached the leader, and, walk- 
ing aside with him for a little, was despatched 
to inform Angus that " Sir David waited for 

He instantly itdvauced, tad stood before a tall 
raw-boned old man with a grizzly beard, and 
coarse weather-beaten features ; be was cased in 
Mxoour, and was leaning on a battle-axe, with itp 
head downwards. Mine host, stepping forwu'd, 
gaid, " this iathestrangertbat wishes to see you," 
' and retiring, mixed among llie crowd. Sir David 
then iIl(lU^-c:d what command^ he had for liiin, 
and was answered, that he was the bearer of a 
letter from a gentleman in Galloway for Sir I^ 
vid Aimsti-oiig, handing it at the same time, Tlie 
kuiglit received it, and examiniug the su^ierscrii)- 
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iion called ooe of his attendants, and withdrew to 
j s short distance with him. They had a long, and 
[ Apparently iutereating discnssion on its contents, 
I Wten applying to the letter For inforniatioD. At 

fflst they seemed to have came to some arrange^ 

anent, as the privy cauncillor retired ; and tiie 
' luiight, advancing to Angus, and with a some- 
I thing in his manner which he wished to pass 
' T)ff for affability, but ivhich sat as awkwardly 

bn him aa a Huasar-jacket on a Greenland bear, 

** Ihave perused your letter, young man, and it 
I puns me tbat I cannot eitteud the rites of hospi- 
tality towards you in the manner re(]uired by 
5^ur friends. My regret, however, on this head, 
^11 be considerably diminished, when I reflect, 
Ahat tile recent occurrences will enable me to 
spare the requisite number of artisans, who will 
I Jein you to-morrow morning with my answer to 
j^Dur letter j and my counsel afterwards is, that 
l^ou return home with the least possible delay.— 
Have you any otiier commands for me ?" Angus 
replied that lie hod, and presenting him the little 
sealed parcel coataiatng the purse, he wrapped it 
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up ia the folds of his maotlc, and wishing him 
s good journey, witiidrew, 

.lohuston DOW came up, and enquired with some 
anxiety when they were to set out on their return, 
and was rejoiced to learn it was to be on theensuing 
morning. He seemed to insinuate, that the victory 
of that day would be instantly followed up by ret^ 
liatory measures on the part of (lie English ;— that 
the death of f oreter would set the whole cliief- 
t»ins of the north in motion, and would, ia all pro- 
bability, bring on a war on the border, which might 
require judicious luanagemeut to prevent becom- 
iufc a national contest. As Sir David had been the 
lintt aggressor, there ivaa every reason to fear that 
he would be abandoned to his fate, it' taken ; nnd 
that it might be doubly dangeroUB for them to be 
found lurking about, after their interview with hiin 
came to be known. 

In the morning, betimes, a body of ttvelve horse- 
men came into the court-yard, and were introduc- 
ed to Angus as the mechanics that were to accom- 
pany him ; and after making a hearty breakfast, 
tlie whole cavalcade set out on their juuroey ; and 
having taken leave of Simeon Johnstou at Dum- 
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, whom thcf Ictl in high spirits, (he liaving 

I .obtained a grant of the >' naig'" from the knight 

.^parting,) they arrived at Kirkclaugh without 

fay accident) oa ttie evening of the second day. 

, This addition to th«ir establishmeut placed the 

-family at Kirkctaugh on the qui vive, Dtigdd was 

Jn his elemeut, directing nnd super! a tending every 

thing ; tiie auxiliary ivorkmeu were *' tall fellows 

j>f their hands," aa ^ihakespearG would have said, 

and turrets and battlements arose as if by magic. 

Yet there was something in the upjieaiance of 

these strangers, which lilicd the inmates gf the 

f^tle with certaiu dark and gloomy forebodings 

} «f occult evil, and wb ich even awakened a fecliug 

L -pS distrust in the imsaspecting bosofii of the laird 

njliiaiself. As the nights began to lengthen, they 

^jtycre frequently in tbe h.'ibit <of abaeuting tliem- 

selves, and not returning till the ensuing morning ; 

,aad as they had st(ll retaiued their horses, the 

animals were oi'teu so jt^led and covereil , wilJi 

uid, 33 to be scarcely able to move for daya idr 

k^rwards. Kobberies, and eveu murders, were be- 

^taniag to be talked of> but in districts tuu feuiote 

to iuciudc theiut with any shew of juaticej with- 
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li^Uitiperipheiyof theoitsleofwuBptcidh'.; 'Vjomf- 
'imiivin {jroceiff of dine^ thmieviirbegaulMriipe- 

iiiMiamnmifts^tmaw - WMr vkteodnooted 

'MMi^ert wm pat ki'^ ebeul^ 

j^i»b:«Niiri^*tiiKMRit^ tflrnotfaifig $ iiib MKvevefy 
titeadM &ct or* fttomr,* Ud bf^iqiiC its mokty 

lif drcoMtantMif ctideiwe inKy tbegenenitli Ubek, 
^tll» Mii'toferi beca(«0''tnily ftbcrtmng;^ Ooe^hsd 

INBW dUm itt' ihe gve^nwnilog; ftriiiang fonvsod 
^-Widi tiMr tttaicMt ipoed^ tfaatr Ihef nd^t^v^^ 
^tdieiv 'bonfes befbte the jii«fat«r imeii y '' anotii^r 
ifM^eodcdltioliat^ttisdomffd tbeiD lin^r cir^um. 

'Maods sty)] tndre MM(iJdk»u^ icooffiog tUmigb tfae 
Atest wkh-'scidiettiisji^ is a siek^ ttist^ibr wujfi 

»'>'Wlitibiiev triiib d 

kgaCiiMMy th^ 4iftd ;tH^ tiffiKt of Mioi^ <te 
iriidle «i>iiflti^4i]ti» action* Tki youth vb eveky 
ftoMi balMkd tdgeAetfcft maimA ptotkenAami tUi 

ii»of tin iaifdy who was thuiMferstrudi: at Ai 

V iMieHigeDcc^ add #otthd]f taxed Dogafed wkhl&riDgi 

tiigit had£tti"iotoi hA^^^a^ofMnty and^JMsted 

00 thdr nrtMvedisrtft disimssal^ particulMrUp^ aa;tfae 
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trholc of the repairs being avw completed, he liad 
JW farther occasion for their services. He desired 
' Um. therefore, to iofona ihem, that oa the eusu* 
, ing raorniiig he would pay them their stipulated 
^vages. xod dismiss them with a letter to their chief. 
' Giscme was loud in their defence, asserting the 
jHobability of those who slaodered them %vith 
iirimes of so deep a dye, being the perpetrators, 
or at least abettors of ihem themselves- He most 
pBthetic ally dwelt on the cruelty of retumiug stran- 
gers, who had left the bosom of their families at 
the command of their chief, to reader him a ser- 
vice, with tarnished reputations, and a chain of 
BUconnected snrraisefl dogging them at the heeU, 
and that on such slender evidence as the common* 
place calumnies of a country, unsupported by e^'en 
the shadow of proof ;'?— that as they wcrcdepriv. 
ed of the protecuoa of their legitimate chief on 
the present occasion, ho certainly stood to tbem 
in loco parentis .- and it would be a most un^te- 
ful return for the severe, and unremitting labour 
to which they had been sobjected, to tender in 
payment only a diait on the exchequer of defama- 
tioa. There was another consideration which 
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ought to be kept sight of on the present occa- 
Bion; — This was the view Sir David Arnvstroog 
might be pleased to take, of the ill-founded charges 
exhibited against his people. He niuat either con- 
sider them guilty or not guilty ; if the fonuer, the 
Fninmary proceedings of a criminal court on tlie 
border would, in all probability, render a. dumber 
of innocent men the victims of unprincipled ma- 
lice and black ingratiiude ; and if the latter, he 
trembled for the result. He kuew Sir David well, 
and this knowledge told him, that he was not a 
man to be insulted with impunity. 

He apologised for the waimth of his defence of 
the unfortunate sti-angers, which, as he had been 
the principal means of bringing ou the present oc- 
casion, he considered to be due them. He beg- 
ged M'CuUocb, therefore, to pause for a few days 
before he dismissed them, that they might have 
aa opportunity of justifying tlicmaelves on the spot, 
by looking their accusers in the face, if any such 
dared to ap])ear agaiast them ; aud if none came, 
that they might then be sent home with such 
thanks and rewards as their skill and diligens&hitd.^ 
'80 well merited. nilt 
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The laird replied, tliaC he could not, from die 
Bceseary measure ofretarniiig the mmwheabe 
bad no farther use for theio, anticipate either of 
I the eKtremes ; — that althougli by these nocturnal 
I mables, they had certainly aiTorded grounds for 
horsh surmiaes, yet none of these had originated 
' with hirtt ; that on the contrary, although till that 
day he had never heard, that .suspicions of acrtmi- 
nal nature wene circulated at their expeace, yet, 
fcom c«tain irregulariiies in their conduct, he bad 
previou^y resolved to discharge them, particu- 
larly, as he had no farther occasion for them ■, and 
liis retainiug them afterwards, might be construed 
into a juater gi-onud of offence than any before 
stated, 

Graeme, whatever motive he might have bftd 
for wishing them continued a little longer in the 
lord's ser^'ice, had sufficient tact to discover that 
hia urging the subject any farther at the present 
momeutj would answer no otherpurpose than that 
of transferring a portion of the laiiti's susptcions 
from them to himself. He therefore replied, that 
•he laird was no doubt the best judge iu his awn 
a&airs ; and be hoped lie would be pardoned if 
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zeal for his eervice liad induced him to support » 
(lifierent opinion. Ab he had lettersof importance 
to return by them, he begged their departure 
might be delayed for a single day, till tlicy were 
ready. To this M*Culloch assented ; informing him 
tkat he porposed riding over to Cardoness in the 
to receive a sum of money that might 
be necessary in the settlement. 

It may be proper to §tale here, that Angus 
Donaldson, of niioni no farther notice has been 
taken since his return from the border, had, du- 
ring his jonmey home, entertained certain vague, 
iudeBnite suspiciouE of tlie character of his travel- 
ling companions, from the occurrences thitt todc 
place previoQS to, and after the battle; and from 
the dnrk, though guarded and mysterious hints 
thrown out by bis guide, respecting the ubiquity 
rf the personage tlicy were in search of. He, 
on combining and arranging every cireumsCance 
in his own mind, came to the conclusion that Sir 
David Armstrong was neither more nor less than 
s border moss-trooper, proscribed by both king- 
duDB : and that the party he was coudacting were * 
WEaut thieves, fleeing ttom the baiter of jn»- 
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I tice, and who would be found ready tools for pcr- 
L petrattDg any act of desperate vlllany in which 
unprinciptetl leader might engage them.— 
or, in framing this sweeping, yet plausible hy- 
pothesis, did his quondam friend, Dugald Gneme, 
escape with unsingetl wiugs. Ajagus's attachment 
to hull arose entirely out of the coulidence he saw 
placed in him by his master, — and to the skill 
with which he executed certain handicraft, and 
qienial labours. He £aw that Grsme was boBk- 
.■ijig in the suuslitne of the laird's favour ; and he 
■ .'considered the acquisition of his friendship, as ne- 
isary to his own elevation j but althougli ambi- 
, tjous of distinction from his superiors, his princi- 
I |des were pure and uncontaminated : He had a 
■trong sense of moral »iuity, and would have re- 
§ -xoilcd with horror from an act of palpable de- 
linquency. And with all this, he inherited 
,&om nature, a poitiuu of shrewduess which ena- 
,Ued him, at a Mngle glaucc, to look deeper into 
' tbe huiiiau characlei-, thau could often be done 
.by those \vho had made the mighty volume their 
' Vilmost exclusive study. Add to this, he was a 
bold, diuiug youth, who shnink from no adveu- 
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ture how perilous soever it might- be, could it be 
rendered the means of obtaining for him a little 
notoriety. 

On his first becoming an inmate of the castle, he 
was singled out by Dugald, who, being* anadept in 
die science.of physiognomy, imagined he discover- 
ed a latent something in the bold forwai^d manner, 
and free carriage of the lad, which, under proper 
management, might be the m^ns of traininghim up 
Wfit tool for tlie sinister purposes he had in view. 
He therefore availed himself of the opportunities 
afforded him of doing, from time to time, little acts- 
of kindness to Angus, who^ sensible of the distinc- 
tion of a person so very high in the laird's good 
graces, met his friendly advances with a gratitude 
so sincere, and a heart warmed by aU the kindlier 
feelings of his nature, that Dugald with joy dis- 
covered his labours were more than half accom- 
plishedj 

Tet althoi^b he treated him with apparent con- 
fidencC) he was nevertheless a veteran too deeply 
read in the school of dissimulation to commit him- 
self, or any of his plans, to the mercy of Angos, till 
lie:had him more securely ensnared in the meshes ^ 
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of that Detbe was i;\'eaviDg aroand hiin. As a pre^ 
paratory, or rather ioitiatory step to the profes- 
sion^ to which he had in hismiod''s eye devoted biro, 
he decided on sending him to the border, where, 
on various pretences, he was to be detained for 
some time, till he had acquired a taste for the state 
of society, that prevailed in that stonny oatline of 
the kingdom at the period alluded to, and where, to 
a mind so constituted as he knew that of Angus 
to be, he naturally concluded^that the wild spiritof 
adventure, which often stimulated the moss-tioop- 
ers to deeds of desperate vadour, would possess ir- 
resistible charms for him ; and that, once mustered 
in their ranks, he would sedc renown, without in- 
vestigating too closely the crimes which led to k« 
This plan was rendered abortive, however, for rea- 
sons with which the reader has already been made 
acquainted. 

When Angus was sent to the border for a sup- 
ply of mechanics, Di^ald did not entertain the 
slightest hope that he would succeed in his mis- 
sion. All he wished was, that he should be placed 
among the retaineis of Armstrong, till he should 
have acquired a relish for thdr wav of life, and 
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ta be returned when duly qualified, to act the part 
he had in his mind devoted him to ; but when the 
unexpectedflight of the border chiefs and the disper- 
sion of hisgang^ enabled Angus to return ioiniedi* 
ately with such an acquisition of. force, it entrirely 
changed the posture of affairs. Although he atill. 
wished to retain him in his interest, yet be had 
now ceased to be so indispensibly necessary to 
the accomplishment of his plans, as he at one time 
might have been : — *and although Graeme knew^ and 
was personally known, to most of the individuals 
from the border, yet this was a species of recog^ 
nition both parties were on their guard against mak- 
ing, before any of the inmates of the castle. 

Angus, whose suspicions had now beea fully 
roused, both as to the character ^and objects of 
Graeme and his new associates, was resolved, with- 
out failing in his attentions to him, to remain on 
the 4tlert, and to lie in wait for something that 
might afford him sufficient grounds for laying the 
whole in a tangible shape before his master* 

Acting on this plan, he so managed, that on se- 
veral occasions he detected Dugald in close divan 

with one or more of his border associates, but 

F 2. 
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with all his address, he cauld never discover the- 
fRibject they were discussiDg, although the ear- 
nestness of their mauDer, and the impassioned ges-* : 
tores with which their arguments were accom- 
panied, convinced him the subject waa one of yi« 
tal importance. ^ 

He^ on one occasion^ concealed himself behind ' 
a wall, as they were appar^itly in hot altercation^ ; 
and heard one of them say^ ^^ I'll tell thee what 
win happen, Dugald : unless thou carry thy plan 
into effect^ and send for them immediately, they 
will join the Elliots to a man, and then thy whole 
plot falls to the ground.*^ To this Dugald replied, 
but in so low a tone that Angus could only make 
out detached words, such as — ^^ Cardoness'^ — 
*♦ cross-bow,'* &c. ** But," replied the first oratory 
'* should Dick o*the Hasp miss,''—" Never fear 
Dick," replied another^ *^ there's ne'er a buck in 
£ttrick could escape his bolt." -^The conversation 
here siink so low as to be farther inaudible* This 
was on the evening before the laird's projected 
journey to Cardoness. 
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CHAP. IV. 



And withered Murdei^<i* 
Alarmed by his centinel, the Wolf, 
Who howls bis watch,-— thus with a stealthy pac6 
And Tarquin*8 ravishing strides. 
Toward bis desi^ moves like a ghost. Macbbb. 



On the momiDg of that eventful day, Dugald 
was early sent for to the laird^s apartment^ and 
desired to make out an account of the snnas each 
was to receive, that they might be settled with 
in the evening, and be ready to set out on their 
return early in the ensuing morning* This he 
promised to do, and was about to depart, when a 
servant anflbunced that Angus Donaldson wished 
to speak to his master in private. Dugald^s face 
turned pale as ashes ; he feared he knew not what; 
he gasped for breath, and found himself, as he 
concluded, in the very jaws of detection— -and yet 
there was nothing in the request to have given 
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rise to the slightest portion of alarm. O Con&cieQce> 
what a white-livered poltroon dost thou convert 
us intO; when our actions will not bear the touch 
of thy intellectual probe ! 

Angus was desired to walk in, which he did; 
and having made his obeisance, stood cap in hand 
without speaking. **• You solicited an interview," 
said the laird ; ^^ what do you want ?^ Angus, glanc- 
ing his eye at Dugald, replied, '< we ai'e not alone.'* 
** Tut, tut, why all this fuss ; it can be only some 
trifling request, which it shall go hard if I do not 
grant thee ; speak out, as I have no time for far- 
ther foolery." Angus thus urged, again turned his 
eyes on Graeme, and twisting his cap into twenty 
shapes, was silent for a minute, till at last, addres* 
sing his master, with much earnestness i^ his 
manner, he enquired who accompanied biixi to 
Cardcmess. ^* That i»^ certainly a very simple 
question,^ replied the laird, *^ to attiHh so much 
importance to. Indeed, it is a point of etiquette 
I have never as yet thought on; perhaps I shall 
take a couple of domestics with me ; hast thou 
any wish to be one?" ** I certainly have,'' re- 
plied Angus ; ^^ and hope, instead of two, you will 
make the number twenty." *' Twenty !" re-echoed 
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the laird, '^ dost thou intend to commence the siege 
in due form ? What else could Sir Hector think» 
were he to ^ee me advancing with an army at my 
heels ?— Why. didst thou not include entrenching 
tools; and other munitions of war?" — ^^ Sir Hector 
will think nothing on thesubject^" Angus replied, 
«a8 he marched this morningto join the Ejoight of 
Lochinvar^ who has summoned all his friends 
and retainers to assist him against some powerful 
border family^whohave seized on some of hislands.^ 
^\¥hen didst thou receive ithat intelligence?^' 
enquired the laird, Angus replied, that he <<had 
itf rcmi a servant of Dunbar of Machremore^ who 
had been sent forward to detain Sir Hector till 
his master joined him ; but that the knight bad set 
out before hisarrival.^' <^This must have been some 
very unexpected call," replied the laird ^ ^^ but as 
he was fully aware of my necessities, he most 
have left tbe requisite sum with his lady ; so make 
thee ready with all speed,^for we will return to 
dinner.^' 

Augusts embarrassment [began to subside ; be 
seemed to be goaded on by some occult necessity, 
that he dared not embody in words — his maa* 
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ncr became more earnest— lie urged his request I 
wifh bometliing boidering on petulance, that at. , 
least ten might be permitted to accompanv hiii% I 
giving, as part of his reason, the disturbed state ]of , 
the country, bands of amied men marchingtojciiB. j 
the eontendiog parties. Here he made a full . 
stop, and casting a withering glance at Grsem^ 
lie added, — "and many other causes induce i 
not only for your safety, but for all our safeties, to ] 
reitemte my request." 

The laird was beconning seriously offended at 
bis vassal, and replied with anger reddening Ilia , 
cheek, " Go to, thou art abusJog our forbearaAcB j 
and forgetting thyself; it doth not become thee to l 
dictate with what state we should travel : either 
get thyself ready to accompany ua, or at thy op- 
tion stay at borne and another shall take thy place." 
Angus was again about to say somclhing, but his 
master, waving his hand, commanded silence, and 
lie slowly and reluctantly retired. 

During the above conversation, the feelings of 
Dugald would scarcely have rendered him an ob- 
ject of envy, to a thief at the moment ibe baiter 
was adjusting abtjut bis neck : He saw evidently 
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that nothing deterred Angus &om impeaching him 
bat his being present ; and, as he was ignorant of 
-the extent of the youth^s information, or whether 
it rested'On surmise alone, so was> he equally an« 
^prepared to meet it, under either* of these shapes. 
On Angus retiring without bringing any thing like 
n specific charge against him, he began to breathe 
^gain i aiid his spirits recovering someOiing of 
their former tone, he said, ifM^Culloch apprehen- 
ded any dsmger on- the short journey, he would 
{gladly accompany him, and even order an escort 
of the borderers to ensure his safe return. Both 
these measures having, as he anticipated, been de- 
clined, the laird set out, acconipanied by Angus 
and another servant, both well armed* The din« 
^r hour arrived, and no appearance of their re- 
turn; the family became alarmed, and a messen- 
ger was despatched in quest of them. He had 
^proceeded but a short distance, when he discover- 
ed Stephen, the second servant, advancing at full 
^ speed alone ; — his mind misgave him; — he hailed 
'the approaching fugitive, and enquired what had 
'iiappened ;— the other reined in his panting steed, 
*and replied^ with tears, that their master was 
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murdered, and by bleeding to death about a mile 
farther. " May every fiend in hell have a claw 
at thy carcase, thou vile pal troon,'* roared out the 
euraged vassal ; — " thy master murdei'ed, and 
thou there to tell it ; — Who did it ? and how did 
it happen ? — Speak this instant, before I be temp- 
ted to extinguish the feeble spark of vitality thy 
craveu fears have left thee," — " Peace, braggart," 
Stephen replied, in a subdued voice, nor tempt 
me too far ; " thou wll t require all tiiat uapouring 
frothy courage of thine before long for a dearer 
purpose, or I am much out iu my reckoning. At 
the request of Angus, [ put on my plate-jack be- 
low my coat before we set out, as he had some 
suspicious of an attack. When, on passing a small 
patch of underwood, on our I'cturu, ] heard the 
twang of a cross-bow, — the bolt hissed past me, 
and transfixed our beloved master to the heart, 
who fell, and expired without a groan, I fiew to 
his assistance, and raised hlni . up in my arms, 
while Angus drawing liis sword, galloped round 
to an opening, where he was saluted with another 
bolt, which rung on his corslet, — and a third 
struck my bandalier, which It pierced, and buried 
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its point in my thigh, ^vhere it yet remains. I 
kx>ked into the woods, and may I never eat bread 
more, if I did not see the skirts of the green ga- 
berdine worn by Dick o' the Hasp^ projecting 
from behind a tree. At that instant, Angus called 
out to me to go home and bring a sufficient force 
to have our master's body removed. As Kirk* 
claugh was no longer a place for him, he would 
return to Cardoness till his evidence might be 
required, so saying, he turned his horse's head and 
galloped back. Now, what more could I do P-^ 
I was wounded, and could not remove the body 
alone ; nor was I left long in suspense as to what 
was designed me, for, as I stooped to lay it gently 
down, another bolt flashed fire from my steel cap* 
I then mount^d^ as well as 1 w^ itble, and here I 
am.'* *^ This Will be terrible news at the castle, 
Stephen ; — who will tell our lady the fate of her 
husband ?'' ** 0,Dugald Graeme, to be sure, if he 
has not made her sensible of it already." ^^ What 
dodt thou mean by that insinuation, Stephen?" 
^' I dnly mean, that if he has not told her, he 
might have done so, as I am much mistaken if he 
bad not certain forebodings about him, of what 
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might probably happen before we returned." *' I 
recommend thee to bridle that tongue of thine^ 
Stephen ; for believe me^ there are more bolts that 
fit the same bow.*^ 

They had by this time reached the eastle, apd 
the alarm had spread in every direction. Dugald, 
who was waiting the messenger's return at ihe 
gate^ on hearing the fatal 'tidings^ -rushed into the 
hall, and uttering the most piercing cries^ pro* 
.claimed the catastrophe aloud, denouncing the 
most exetnplary vengeance against %his master's 
murderers^ und, in particular^ against Angus, who, 
he asserted, had betrayed him into their hands, 
and then fled to escape the punishment he so weU 
deserved. 
« ^ The insinuation is false as hell," replied Ste- 
phen ; ^^ there was not a trustier bondsman with>- 
in the castle walls than Angus Donaldson ; and 
hsid our lamented master taken his counsel this 
morning, lie had now been alive. Had it not been 
for our steel-jacks we had both beeli'?9ped as weU 
as the laird ;-— see there is the dint of one bolt 
on my burgonet, and another is still lodged in my 
thigh ; and lam much mistaken, if Angus weie 
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here, if he could not shew an equal number of thy 
love tokens some where about him ; however^ let 
me counsel thee, when thou sende&t Dick o' the 
Hasp , on. a similar errand, that. thou, furnish him 
with another garment than the old green, gaberr 
dine, with which we are all so well acquainted." 

Dugald was for a moment overawed by the un^ 
e3epected retort, and furnished in his person a rare 
illustration of the apothegm, that the most wary, 
pedestrian, that ever trode the crooked paths of 
^ult, still left some invisible clue hehiud him, 
whereby his . crimes were made manifest, and 
himself, like, the arch-fiend under the spear of 
Ithuriel, reudered visible in all liis native defor^ 
ipity. 

As this was a crisis wherein the least evasion 
or sinking of the. spirit must have been fatal to 
hun, he quickly rallied himself, and returned to 
the charge with renovated energy. He made 
the most solemn appeals to heaven in testimony 
of his own innocence, and demanded that Dick 
should be confronted with his accusers* Sut 
Dick had acted a wiser part for them both ; for, 
conscious that he bad been sceu botli bv Angus 
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and Stephen, he judged it most advisable to re- 
tire to his old haunts for a time^ till he witnessed 
the final issue of Dugald's plot. People were 
sent in quest of him in every direction, but he 
was nowhere to be found. 

The evasion of Dick at this moment carried 
with it a '^ confirmation, strong as proof of holy 
writ" that he was the guilty person ; and DugaTd^ 
availing himself of this tide of public opinion, and 
glad of the escape of Dick, as things had turned 

• 

out, became the loudest of his accusers, and offer- 
ed the most tempting rewards to any who would 
apprehend him, either dead or alive; and several 
were despatched in the direction he was supposed 
to have taken, but all returned unsuccessful. 

In the mean time, the lady and Alicia hearing 
an unusual noise and bustle in the hall, rushed in 
together to learn what had happened. They be- 
came witnesses of the frantic gestures, and clamorous 
^ grief of Dugald, who, without any delicate pre- 
caution, or tender respect for the rank or sex of the 
sufferers, gave a frightful detail of the particulars 
of the murder, as they had reached him. The 
death of her husband was alfthe lady heard of 
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the tale of woe. Recollection forsook her, and 
she would have fallen on the pavement had not 
the domestics caught her in their arms, and she 
was borne to her apartment in a state of insensi- 
bility. The lovely Alicia gave vent to the most 
heart-rending lamentations, and it was with much 
•difficulty she could be prevented from accompany, 
ing the party, who were sent to bring home her 
father's bodv. 

We shall dwell on the mournful subject no 
^ther than may be necessary, just to inform our 
leaders that the remains of M'CuUoch of Kirk- 
-claugh were consigned to the tomb of his fore- 
fathers in the cl)urchyard of Kirkdale, with eyery 
honour becoming his rank and character, and at- 
tended by a long train of friends and dependents 
who deeply regretted his loss. His amiable lady, 
being a woman of weak nerves, and having been 
'{ ilong in a declining state of health, never recover- 
ed the shock of Dugald's premature declaration, 
but lingered on for about a year or two, rather 
'enduring than enjoying life, and having her whole 
thoughts tending towards that haven of rest, 
tvhither her increasing infirmities were rapidly 
hurrying her. 
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Dugald and his gang stiil continued inmates of 
the castle ;— •he had contrived to render himself 
so necessary, that his lady, in her present feeble 
state, found she could not dispense with his ser^ 
vices, and the others remained till their arrears 
could be paid them, as the laird had been rob^^ 
bed as well as murdered. Graeme^ however, was 
respectful and attentive, and the workmen con<*> 
tinned under his directions to strengthen and foiN 
tify the castle^ till it was alt but impregnable. 

An occurrence took place about this tim^ 
which filled Galloway v/ith mourning and lamen*. 
tation. It was formeriy hinted that Sir Hector 
M^CuUoch of Cardoness had marched with all 
the forces he could raise to assist the Gordons of 



Lochinvar, against some powerful border family. 
These were the Gl^ndonwynes^ or Glendinnings 
as they are now called. The cause of the feud 
was this:-— The Maxwells of Nithsdale and 
Douglasses of Threave, becoming jealous of the 
increasing power of the Gordons of Lochinvar, . 
stirred up the Glendinnings to form a settlement^ 
on a portion of territory that had long been claimw 
«d by the Gordons. Although that claim hadl 
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-Been resisted by the Douglasses, who asserted 
that a previous grant had been made in their fa- 
vour, by- King Robert Bruce. The disputed 
-lands lay. along the eastiem banks of the Ken and 
Dee^ and at present forms- a considerable portion 
^f the parishes of Crossmichael and Parton. To 
reinforce their claims with- a show' of justice^ tUe 
Glendinnings obtained a charter of said lands 
'£rom Donglas of Threave, with a promise; of as- 
astance from both the Maxwells and him, should 
their title be disputed. Armed with such autho- 
rity, and relying on the support of these power- 
ful families^ the Glendinnings came^ and drove the 
Gordons out: before * them, taking possession of 
their lands and destropng their property. ^ 

The knight of Lochinvar,* sensible of his own 
inability to -cope with such powerful enemies^ 
summoned' to his aidall-his friends and retainers, 
to enable him to recover his invaded ' territory. 
'Among thcKie who joined him from the lower dis- 
trict of Galloway, were the Stewarts of Gariies, 
the Dunbars of Macfaermore, the Gordons of 
Mairfad, the M^Cnllochfi of Barholm, the knight. 

G 
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qtCasdaueas, the Cations of Kusco^ and the I^eo- 
poxespf PlaatDD. 

JNor were the Ql^diwi^gs idle. Tiiey s»w 
the stom approachiog, loid made every prepara- 
tion the emeri^aGy reodered iiecesssu'yi a^ iade- . 
. pendent Qt the two great families befo^erine^ioQi- 
ed^ they called io ;to their aid the XiOtd Hf(ri?4e% 
and the tutpr of Bombie ; and firom the border 
came a strong divisioD of JohDstoD9. With tb^e 
xeitiforcemeots they awaited the Gcurdons, 

The battle was fought on the banks of a amali 
.stream that forms the boimdary Use between the 
. parishes of Crossmichael and Parton^ iiie plaee to 
this day bearingthenim? of the ' Spear-ford^ and 
was maintained with .desperate valour on both 
4^de8 for some time. It epded^ howJSiyex, in the 
total ^iscpn4tu|[« of the Gordons^ The knight 
jof Lochii^yar bei(\g slain, as weU as the kuight of 
Earlston^ the knight of Cardon^> M^CuUoch of 
. 3arhoJm, Gordon of Muirfad^ and j^auy pjjbi^rs 
ofnot^. 

Nor ba4 the victors much ca^ for exultation, 
;is there we^ slain on their jside^ Maxwell of 
Nithsdale, Maxwell, of punches, the chief of the 
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Olendinnitigs, and two of lik biothersi withx)tbers 
ctf e^ual rat^k. • 

Thifi balrtle was fought about a week before the 
death of Lady Kirkclaughy who^'Uterally worn to 
a shadow^ died of a broken beart, leaving <her 
daoghtei: an unproteoted orphan, at the mercy of 
an unprincipled ruffian^ and was attended with the 
jjsioBt disastrous consequences to the unfortunate 
Alicia^ as it delved her g£ her two oeare8t«-*in« 
deed^ only relatively from whomshe could have eiu 
^peoted eiUier counsel or assistance :««<-the8e were 
her matefeaal grandfather (Goidon of Muirfad,) 
and Sir Hect(»r M^CuUoch. The heir of Cardo- 
ness being now a minor ; and the flower of his 
vassab and retainers having fallen with their mas- 
ter, he was in no condition to have made a vigor- 
ous effbiti had he felt ever so much disposed* 

Ijideed^ such a concatenation of unfortunate cir-' 
cumstances following each other in such rapid suc^ 
cifesion, might have induced a person to believe^ 
Uiat the better genius <^ the miserable orphan had 
dtterted her, and enlisted under the banners of 
Sugald Gs«ffle. 

WilliBgly w<^ld she have left the castle, bad die 

g2 
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I known of aa asvlnm to retire to ; but where could 
' she go ? Lady Cardonesa had fled to Kirkcudbright, 
taking her young son with her, and leaving the 
castle in charge of her uncle. Herprauclfatherwas 
dead, aud his son, being unmarried, lived with his 
kinsman for the time at Lochiavar ; no choice 
thereforei remained for her, but stay where she 
was. or seek protection in some religious house, 
■Rie latter being the only practicable alternative 
left her, she gave it much of her serions aiten- 
tion, and had even made overtures to the black nuns 
at Wigtown for admission into their order, when 
the whole was rendered abortive, as will be shewn 
hereafter. 

X)uring her motiier's lifetiue, Cugald made the 
most ostentatious displav of the deference and re- 
spect he paid to the slightest commands of the' 
tody. He never ventured on a measure, even of • 
the most trifling nature, without her previous' 
sanction — never obtruded his opinion unless soli- 
cited, and when given, it came with such a force 
of reasoning, that it carried every thing befoi* it^ 
Ue by these means paved the way for that as- 
cendancy, it was his objett to obtlUB Omthe do- 
mestic affairs of ihe castle. 
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' He kept the borderers constantly eraploj-ed. 
He was never satisfied with adding to the fortifi- 
cations^ and extending his lines of defence farther 
into the country. He opened up a communica-i 
tion with the castle from the beach beneath^ through 
the cavern. He bailt a harbour, and afterwards a 
vessel or two^ which he laid safely up in it. And 
when she sometimes objected to the unnecessary 
expence incurred by such formidable preparations, 
he soon silenced her by exaggerated details of the 
unsettled state of the country^ and the necessity: 
there was for being prepared for the worst. 

Aflier her deaths however, his conduct under* 
went a radical change. He begsin to act more on 
his own responsibility, became less obsequious in 
his demeanour, and even went the length of dis- 
missing the domestic chaplain without Alicia's 
concurrence, on some trifling pretext ; and when' 
she remonstrated on the impropriety of turn- 
ing away her father's old tried friend, he assured' 
her he had weighty reasons for what he had done ; 
that father Jasper was not to be trusted in these 
perilous times ; and that he would procure one in 
a few days on whom more dependence could be 
placed. 
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Hisnextstep was to iiicreaae the garrison, which 

he did imperceptibly, ^ddingdallyoneor two straU' 
gera to it, till in a sliwrt time they out-numbered 
the retainers oF the house. She again represent- 
ed the iDJustice of introducing such a number of 
suspicious people into the castle tvithout her con- 
currence.— She ioaisted that her father's vaasaU and 
retainers were amply BulTicientforali necessary pur- 
poses, either in peace or war ; — and a'^snred him, 
that unless the strangers were sent away immedi- 
stely, she would apply to her friends for a force 
to expel tliem. This last threat called up a sardo- 
nic smile over the granite features of Dtiga Id, which 
instantaneously settled down iutoa fDrni of povten- 
teu9 meaning, as he replied, " Lady Alicia, you 
know not what you require :— are you yet to lenrn 
that the Gordons are again drawing their forces 
together, for another attempt to expel the jnvad- 
era i and that Archibald Douglas, with the Lord 
of Herries and the tutor of Bombie, ineditate an 
inuptiou into the lower districts of Gallo(vay, for 
the purpose of giving (ho&e in the interest of ihe 
Knight of J-iOchinvar employment at home. Your 
being a M'CuUoch, tberefoic, will afford suflicieitt 
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grounds of quarrel for these warlike chiefs to take 
in your castle, and lay your lands desolate^ un- 
less they find you in a situation to repel force by 
force, which, if they discover you to be, they in 
all probability will not disturb you. 

^' Let this answer satisfy you in all time coming, 
that I am acting to the best of my judgment for 
your interest and safety ; and believe me when I 
assure you, I shall always be ready to submit my 
conduct to the investigation of those friends you 
talk of, whenever they may think proper to call 
for it." 

Silenced, though not convinced, by this specious 
reasoning, she withdrew to her apartment, hav- 
ing finally resolved to seek aome safer retreat 
than the house of her fathers could aSbrd her^ on 
the very first opportunity ; and for that purpose, 
she arranged with father Jasper before his depar* 
tore, that he should go to Wigtown, with full 
powers from her to treat with the abbess fbi her 
final admission into the order. 
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CHAP. V. 



GlenalvoH.'^SOf Lady Randolph shuns me— by. and bye 
1*11 woo her as the Lion woos bis mate. Douglas. 



.' Th£ crisis pf her fate was now approaching* 
She had made no secret of her intention of leaving 
the castle, and Dugald was perfectly aware that 
her carrying that measure into efiect, would de- 
prive him of the last shadow of a pretext for re- 
maining behind her. It would have unn^asked the 
whole of his plans at once,-f— an ^jppos^ he was re- 
solved to avoids if possible^ as he had many jarring 
interests to reconcile before he could finally reach 
the point at which his ambition aimed. He saw 
that no middle course was left him to pursue.-— One 
of two extremes offered themselves for his accept- 
tance^ and he did not hesitate a moment in mak- 
ing his election. 



i 
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One day, he took occasion to send most of the 
old and faithful vassals of the houde away, on di- 
vers pretences, intathe country, where they would 
be detained till late. Ue then caused the draw- 
bridge to i)e raised, the ramparts to be manned, 
and every thing put into such a state of prepara- 
tion as if he expected an immediate assaidt. He 
then demanded an audience of Alicia, which be- 
ing granted, he appeared before her with a con- 
siderable portion of apparent alarm depicted on 
his countenance, and informed her, that he had re- 
ceived certain information that the Douglasses, 
with a strong force, had invested Cardoness, 
which being weakly garrisoned, would make but 
a feeble defence, and that Kirkclaugh would 

* be their next object, which, (thanks to his pru- 
dence and foresight), was prepared to give them 
a warmer reception; yet the chances of war 
were at best uncertain, and it was absolutely ne- 

>eessary, tb^t before he subjected himself, and the 
brave men who had united their fortunes to his 

<on* the present occasion, to all the miseries of a 
protracted siege, she should confer on him some 

isaore legitimate grounds for adopting her quar- 
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rel ; — that she had only one method of doing 
this, which wa8, by giving him her hand m mar- 
riage. True, he appeared only m the castle in a 
menial capacity : — he was nevertheless her equal ; 
and were the cloud once dipsipated that oversha-* 
dqwed his destinies, he could rank with the proud- 
est knight in Scotland ;-.-.that she might object 
to the abruptness of this declaration, in reply to 
which he had to offer the vu*gency of the case^ 
which left no time for deliberation ; and finally^ 
hoped that her good sense would enable her to 
rise above thie little trifling coquetries of her sex, 
and do that with a good grace which the safety 
of both rendered indispensible* 

During this addsess, the unfortunate Alicia 
was struck dumb with astonishment. She felt that 
she was in the power of an unprincipled ruffian, 
who had gone too far to recede, and who would 
permit nothing to arrest his guilty career, till he 
had attained the summit of his wishes. A sf'.nse 
of her own helpless condition rushed over her 
mind with such irresistible force, that it carried 
every other feeling before it, when, clasping her 
hands in an agony of despair, she cried, " O, that 
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I had followed my parents to the siknt grare ! T 
should then have escaped a fate which would ren« 
der death, in its most hideous form, au object of de« 
sire. You insinuate that a chain of circumstao* - 
ces has linked our interests together, and that tb^ 
sacrifice you require is necessary to onr mutual 
safety : How we come to have any thing in com- 
mon, except the air we breathe, is more than you 
have yet shown :-^You came a houseless stranger 
to my father's gates^ and was received and cherish- 
ed^ not as a dependent but as a friend^ and how 
have you repaid his hospitality ? Dugald Graeme^ 
you are foully suspectedof having been accessory to 
his murder. Can I ever become the affianced bride 
of a man over whose head such a horrid suspicion 
hangs^ were there even no other objection ; but, 
suppose for a moment that it was fully explained 
away, I have others sufficiently powerful to in« 
duce me to prefer the deepest dungeon in the 
castle of Threave, with toads and venomous rep- 
tiles for my companions, to a couch of state and 
silken canopy^ on the terms you ofier. I again 
repeat, that, with such feelings, we can have no « 
communion rf interests ; leave me therefore to my 
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fate^ I entreat — nay^ command you, asnoevilcati 
overtake me of such a disastrous character as re*- - 
maining here under yonr protection ; or^ should 
you avail yourself of the power which the mis- 
fortunes t)f my father's house has placed in your ' 
hands^ at least permit me to retire to a place ' 
more beseeming my character, and I here ofier yon 
the castle and all it contains as the price of my 
safety." At last, overcome by the agony of her 
feelings, she sat down and wept bitterly. 

During this address, Gneme became sensible 
that he had over-rated his influence over her^ and 
that from intimidation he had nothing to expect* 
When, with all the pride of conscious virtue, she 
stood erect before him, the fire of indignation 
flashing from her eyes, and the blood of her fore- * 
fathers mantling over her beautiful face, all villain 
as he was, he felt the force and dignity of her ap- • 
peal, and the half- formed wish almost escaped 
him, that he had been worthy of her. 

If at the moment he felt any compunction for 
the infamous part he was acting, it was but of 
short duration ; for, curling up his lip into some- 
thing he meant should pass for a smile, and with 
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an the self-possession he was master of, he in a 
tone of irony, replied^ — '* Beishrew me, lady, 
hut Demosthenes was a fool — a drivelling idiots— ^ 
to choose the tempest for his schoolmaster, and 
the waves for his audience, when his bratorial 



qualifications would have been subjected to a se«^ 
verer test, had he tried to out-rail a woman ! I 
have little leisure for the sharp encounter of a 
wordy war ; nor can I see any possible good like- 
ly to result to either of us by its being protracted 
much longer* I shall, therefore, content myself 
with simply informing you, that in one hour I 
shall expect you at the altar, where every thing 
shall be ready for the performance of the nuptial 
ceremony ; and although your cheerful compliance 
may create an interest in your favour at some fo^v 
tnre period, yet your refusal will neither alter my 
plans nor protract your fate a single moment.-— 
On^ word more and I am done : — Tou hinted 
something about . certain prepossessions you en- 
tertikihed in favour of a dungeon, with toads and 
lizards for your visiting acquaintances. Believe 
me, lady, when I assure you, that you shall ever 
find me so much disposed to indulge your every 
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Wish, particularly when it is so very reasonable^ 
that, should you continue in the same way of 
thinking for twenty-four hours^ — atircumstance, 
by the bye/ not very likely to happei)^ it shall go 
hard, indeed^ if I do not find you accouunodations 
so much to your liking, without travelling so far 
as Threave for them." So saying, he left the 
room^ using the precaution of securing the door 
behind him. 

True to his appointed time, Graeme returned. 
He found Alicia on her knees^ suppUcating the 
mercy of heaven^ and deploring the fate that a- 
waited her. She shrunk from his embrace ^ and 
grasped, with convulsive energy^ the crucifix be- 
fore which she had humbled herself. He tore 
the sacred symbol £rom h^ arms, and dashed it 
in fragments on the floor. Let us pursue the hor- 
rid detail no farther. The eventful day closed 
in oh a scene of more unMushing outrage than 
ever dai*kened the page of history ; and the morn- 
ing sun witnessed the unfortunate orphan the most 
miserable of human beings. 

From that day forward peace never visited her 
bosom more. She seldom left her apartment^ ^od 
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was nev^r permitted to wander beyoDd ibe pi«- 
jclncts of the castle, unless accompanied by some 
of her ravisher's creatures. She jaever Intermed- 
dled in any dooxestic concern/ but left every thing 
to the arrangement of those placed about her* 
She seemed to take as little interest in the af- 
fairs of the world^ as if sHe had been an inhabi- 
tant of another planet, dropt on it by accident. 
In short, she seemed to be fast descending to 
that grave she had incessantly prayed for^ from 
the day she first called the ruffian^ Graeme, lier 
husband« 

Dugald having succeeded in his plans, even be- 
yond his most sanguine es^pectations, soon threw 
aside the mask which he found it no longer ne- 
cessary to wear* He possessed a castle whose 
strength might have ^^ laughed a siege to scorn ;** 
and he had garrisoned it by frequent levies from 
those hordes of outlaws that infested the borders 
pf the kingdom — men nursed in blood, and rear- 
ed amidst scenes of plunder and assassination.-^ 
The history of their lives would have been a. libel 
on their species* 

He coj|unej(icedy tbejc^orei his sjrstem of ope* 
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rations, and soon laid the whole district ondei con- 
tributioD. The poorerclafiscBivere glad to purchase 
From him a precarious protection, or rather for- 
bearance, while tiie more powerful bauded to- 
gether for mutual. guarantee. He built a number 
of small vessels, and m adc several descents on the 
opposite shores of the bay, plundering the coun- 
try, and putting all to death without merry who 
resisted him. — From these Sspcditions he often 
returned laden with spoil ; and they answered the 
two-fold purpose of eariching him, and training 
up his banditti to be equally expert on sea as on 
land. 

Six years had now elapsed since Alicia's mi- 
serable nnion, if union it ought to have been called; 
where there was nothing but compunction and 
horror on the one side, and unfeeliug violence on 
the other. She bore Gi'^ine one daughter, who was 
iiosv in her fonrih year. Her birth seemed to have 
kindled iu the withered bosom of Alicia some little 
relish for life. The feelings of a parent fell on her 
soul like the dew of heaven on the parched rose- 
bud. Sheawokepartiallyfrom thatmentalslumber 
beoealh which her energies were fast siukiog, to 
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a scnse^f the new duties slie was called on to 
j)ei/orni ; and the very efTort seemed for a time 
to have arrested the uplifted dart of the King of 
Terrors, 

It has already been stated, that she took no inter- 
est in the temporalities of the castle, nor did she 
ever mingle in either social or friendly intercourse 
with any of its inmates. The two female attend* 
ants were permitted to remain with her, as Grseme 
had no object in removing them, and her time 
seemed to have been equally divided between her 
maternal and reUgious duties. She had fitted up 
a small oratory in one of the turrets, and here she 
retired as often as she could detach herself from^ 
her infant, and poured out her sorrows at the foot* 
stool of him, who has promised to be «5 the oi-phanV 
stay." 

. Father Gregory, the unworthy successor of the 
good old Jasper, was the exact counterpart of the 
Friar Tuck of Robin-hood : — he had stabbed* an 

Elliot in a brawl on a recent occasion, and fiied 

from the vengeance of his friends to the protect 

tion of his old moss* trooping companion, Dugald 

Oraeme. He was ;gt valuable acquisition to the in- 

u 
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mates of the castle^ as independent of his profes- 
sional utility, there was not one who assumed the 
jack and spear with morealacrity when a pr^ was 
to be driven ;— -add to which, he knew something 
of leech-crafr, pliayed on the rebeck, and could 
bare emptied a flagon wit^ the best of them* He 
made several inefiectual attempts to establish him- 
self m the good graces of Alicia; first, byten** 
^riug his assistance in directing her devotions, 
and afterwards by contributing to her amusement, 
either by Iris nrasicai or other rare talents; bat 
she mst his advances with the most freezing ^is- 
dain, and declined his services in either of his 
two-fold characters of ecclesiastic or buffoon — she 
still bearing, in mind the unworthy part he had 
acted on the Aay of her undoing. Hqued at her 
repulsive manner, he said one day to Graeme, ^' By 
t3^e spear of Saint Goliah, Dugald, the prepara- 
tions of thy^ ^ lady knre** for her celestial journey 
are on the most extensive scale:— -hast thou any 
notion when sheaets out ?" Graeme, fixinghis dark 
foH eye. on him, replied iu his formal, laconic 
manner, "^tfaat is a subject in which I am deter- 
imn«d not to intecferei nor must ymi.^^ This waar 
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ftvt^My nnAetBtooA, and the disctissto^'tvas sttf. 
fered to drop, nor was k tver sigaini resiitned. 

Althott^ tite birth ^£ hjsr dafughte^, aind tlie 
mateittrt datito sh^ ^VHS ih cdti^uence thereof 
oi^ed on to perform, seemed for a time to hav6 
arrested the progress of disease, yet the evil wa^ 
too deeply rooted in the recesses of her bosom, 
e»rer to be eradicated. She felt that her days were 
iniiiib^«d, and she hailed thehoitr of her approach- 
ing tieparture with joy, bordering on rapture. One 
thing only preyed on her mind, and became to 
her the source of much uneasiness, as well as deep 
reflection— 4his was the fate of her infant after her 
death. She wished it removed from this den of 
infamy, and placed where its moral and religious 
education would be attended to. For this purpose 
she preferred a petition to Dugald, that he would 
permit her to apply to either the lady of Cardo- 
ness, or the abbess^f the black nuns at Wigtown, 
tw take the infant Enphemia under their protec- 
tion. She painted the impropriety of her remain- 
ing where she was, with all the force of reasdn- 
ing she could command ; — she gently reminded bim 

of its being the only favour she had ev^r solicited 

H 2 
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from biin^ and that he was equally interested i» 
the child's welfare with herself. 
, Graeme heard hep to an end with inipatience, and 
sternly commanding her to be silent on the sub- 
ject in all tinie coming, informed her that his mind 
was finally made up as to the matter under dis- 
cussion ; — that he considered himself full}"- compe- 
tent to the discharge of every requisite duty, with- 
out calling in the assistance of Lady Cardouess, or 
any other lady whatever ; — that his views respect- 
ing female education happening to^be in direct op. 
position to her's, he was resolved to give his own 
the preference, particularly as they appeared better 
calculated for the class of society she was likely 
to mingle in, than all the superficial embellish- 
ments that could be engrafted on her. After this 
explicit declaration, the heart-broken Alicia never 
resumed the subject more — indeed, her health de- 
clined so rapidly, that it became evident to those 
about her, she could not linger an inhabitant of 
this vale of sorrow much longer^ 

It might naturally have been expected, that had 
Graeme possessed one kindly feeling in his bosom^ 
he would have given vent to it on the present oc* 
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caaoD, when he beheld the victim of his unbrid- 
led passions sinking into a prematui^ grave. Had 
any doubt remained on the subject^ however^ his 
conduct on the morning of her demise, set the 
question at rest. For as soon as he heard of hei* 
death, he left the castle on a predatory exciir« 
sion with a division of his gang, and did not re- 
turn till after the funerul was over. 

As soon as the little Euphemia^ whom he con- 
stantly addressed by the familiar, name of £ppie,' 
had attained her tenth year, he commenced his 
system of education. Nothing was ever to be 
seen in her hands but mimic implements of war ; 
and his whole leisure was employed in teaching 
her how to use them with address. She in a few 
years made so much progress under the tuition of 
this best of fathers, particularly in archery, that 
before she was eighteen, she had been permitted 
to accompany him in some of his expeditions, 
whei'ein she gave proofs of the most undaunted 
courage, setting an example of intrepidity to his 
veteran troops, and adding a quickness and fore- 
sight in emergencies which often put to the blush 
the judgment of riper years. After she had for 
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9oaie time been the constant associate, of his gang^ 
sharing, and often oommanding^ in adventures 
fraught with peril, her feelings began to. assume 
a higher touoi — she became at once ieroe^ treach* 
€roua and Tindictive, with passions that bestrid 
the whirlwinds, and aUke unfettered by super-* 
stition and unawed by principle ; she set no 
bounds to their gratification ; — and to all tfais^ 
she added a cunnitig, that might almost have de- 
ceived the enemy of mankind. When she had a 
favourite o^ect in view, not attainable by open ' 
force, there was not a virtue under heaven, whose 
semblance she could not have borne till her pur- 
pose was obtained; and the next instant have 
stood forth the fiend confessed, in all her native 
deformity of character. 

Among her father's baiTds there were many as* 
pirants for tlie hand of this Gallovidian Thales- 
tris, in marriage, and even some who, presuming 
on former service?, demanded it from Dugald 
as tlieir right. Qn these occasions, he sec the 
matter at rest, by informing themi that Eppie had ^. 
duties to perfoim altogether incompatible with 
those of domestic life ;«— that this arose out of the 



peculiarity of his situation^ as he, having no son 
to succeed him, had felt tlie necessity of training 
up his daughter in a manner that would enable 
her to supply the place of one at his death. It 
was self-evident, therefore, that a woman born 
to command all^ must forfeit all title to that com- 
mand wh^ she became the ei^eluAve property of 
one; and he iras determined that for these rea- 
sons^ she should never marry. 
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" Sebir Jamie laye doune be the quhyte se faem, 

He fell a^eipe, an he dremit ane dreime. 

An* he saw ane schippe, decket wi' streimirs gaie, 

Plovren alang yat waterie ley, 

An' ane steil-clade Kaichte on ye decke yid stand. 

An' ane flickerin swarde in his dexter hande." 

Romance of King Jamie L 
Bj/ Captain Hamilton. 



Let OS now retarn to Gruggleton^ where affairs at 
the Castle demand our immediate presence. Ro- 
nald Kerlie, the only surviving son of the vener- 
able and respectable Sir Eneas, was a youth of great 
personal prowess^ and had on several occasions 
distinguished himself in the field. A feud had 
existed for many years^ between the Kerlies of 
Cniggleton and a Sir Arthur Featherstone, a 
powerful chiefy who possessed an extensive do- 
main in Cumberland. Respecting the origin of 
thiA quarrel, no cause has been assigned, nor can 
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-nfiy thing farther be gathered at this remote period 
of time, than that acts of mutual spoliation had 
frequently taken place betwixt then), in all of 
^vhich, Ronald conducted himself with so much 
spirit, as to call forth the approbation of his 
friends, who looked forward to the period, when, 
under liis sole command, they were to make thfc 
'baronial towers of the Feaitherstones tremble to 
their foundation. 

His parents had frequently assailed him on the 
subject of marriage, and were most solicitous that 
he should make an election, as there were few 
families in the neighbourhood who would not have 
been proud of his alliance. On these occasions he 
studiously evaded giving a direct answer, and ap- 
peared most anxious to change the subject. His 
parents became alarmed, lest he should have for- 
med some connection he dared not avow ; and 
were most urgent that he would pay his addresses 
to a young lady they pointed out, wGose rank, 
beauty, and accomplisliments were unexception- 
able. His father took occasion one day to press 
tlie question so home to him, that he could no 
longer evade giving a direct answer. He at last 
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acknowledged, that his declining the many allian- 
ces proposed to him, did uot arise either from any 
apathy, or previous engagement on his past, but 
was the result of a singular and mj^erioos dream 
he had^ and which had been so frequently repeat, 
ed, that he could not help receiving it as a <^ super- 
natural soliciting.'' 

He dreamed that he was kneeling before the 
high altar in Saint Ninian's Church, in Whithorn^ 
when a peal of thunder shook the house to its 
foundations— -the dome was cleft asunder, and an 
aged man of a most venerable aspect, descended 
and stood before him ; his long flowing beard hnng 
down to his middle, a pilgrim's mantle was flung 
over his shoulders, having a white cross on its 
breast ; he had sandals on his feet, a naked sword in 
his right hand, and a pennon furled upon its staff 
in his left* He addressed him most courteous- 
ly, and taking off his mantle, threw it over him. 
He next delivered the sword and the pennon in- 
to his hands, and said, ** now go, and fulfil your 
destiny j the pennon will direct you whither,*' 

At that instant it unfurled itself, and floated a- 
way down the transept, as if borne on the wings 
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of a tempest. As its huge volunies wei^e fiaslu 
ing oyer him, be read the word ^calm^ in bla- * 
ziog charactersjon its centre. The old man wav- 
ed his handy and the whole scene ^appeared. 

Bjonald now found himself stancUng on the bluff 
liead^ which forms the most southern promontoi^ of 
the peninsula ^ — he heard the sea rolling, and dai^b- 
ing its waves agninst the base of tJiQ preci^ce on 
which he stood ; here he beheld the whole face of 
the ocean covered with ships, as if an interminaUe 
line had been passing in endless review before him ; 
the decks appeared to be csowded with armed 
knights, having mantlesof the identical form as. that 
he wore, and a pennon of the same description 
trembled like a meteor from the mast of each vesad* 
They beckoned him to join them, and courteously 
waved him forward with their hands ; yet they nei- 
ther shortened sail, nor sent a boat to bring him 
off» He felt such agony at the chance of being left 
behind^ that his struggles awoke him* 

He stated, that he had many repetitious of the 
same dream, with this difference that tiie old man, 
instead of the mild benevolent countenance he bore 
on their first interview, had latterly assumed one 
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-of stern severity ; that he had reproved hiin for 
not obeying his first call^ and threatened some 
great misfortune^ should he hesitate any longer. 
After giving, he said, the subject every consider- 
ation, he could not help receiving it as a divine 
intimation, that he should take the cross, and go 
to the holy land, which, with his father's permis- 
tsion, he was resolved to do ; and as M^Dowall of 
Logan was preparing a force to join the great ar- 
mament of Christian knights, who were to rendez. 
vous at Sicily, and afterwards to proceed under the 
command of the Prince of Baden, to relieve As- 
calon, then besieged by Soliman the Great, he 
earnestly begged he might be permitted to accom- 
pany him. 

Although this request rung like a peal of jar- 
ring discord within the castle walls, and though 
his parents were inconsolable, they having no o- 
ther son, as has been said, yet such was the gross 
superstition of the age, tliat refusing his petition 
[ would have been considered as little better than 
open contempt of the Divine command — nay, 
would have subjected them to the highest eccle- 
siastical censure. They therefore gave a reluc- 
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tant consent^ and Ronald, taking six attendants 
with hin)^ joined the expedition, which sailed im* 
mediately for some port in France, where, having 
landed, they crossed the Alps, and travelling to 
Naples, embarked for Sicily, 

It forms no part of our plan to follow these in- 
trepid, though misled champions of the cross, 
through all the unfortunate vicissitudes of an east- 
ern campaign. Ascalon was relieved, but at a 
price which paralysed their efforts for years to- 
come ; and what added to their misfoitunes, dis- 
sensions broke out in their camp. This was only 
the natural consequence of so many leaders, and' 
so many conflicting interests to contend against. 
The Prince, considering himself treated with ne- 
glect, although he brought the only efficient rein- 
forcement they' received, retired in disgust to 
Acre, from whence he embarked for Toulon, 
where his army broke up, each division march- 
ing for its native country. 

Ronald, now Sir Ronald, (he having been knight^^ 
ed under the walls of Ascalon, for some gallant ex- 
ploit he performed,) on his march through the inte- 
rior of France, with the division to which he be- 
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loDsged^ being a Utde in advance of his party, was 
alarmed by the cries of some pei&on ia distress^ Ife 
rushed forward^ sword in band, and ^coveied ft 
lady of ^squisite beaoty ul tbe gnpe -of two -^so^ 
cious looking freebootocs^ who were dn^ging faer 

• 

lAto the forefitf apparently for the worst el pur- 
poses. He spurred lus horse forward^ and vfith 
a single blow, laid one of them at hid feet^ whea. 
the other fled, kaidng the lady in a swooa. H(B» 
ran to a neighbouring brook for wa^r,,witb.^»^ofa 
he bathed her'-t^SmpIes ; and when she reooyeped,; 
he gave her every assuran(;e -of safety, telUng her 
who he. was, and that he was withla hlal of 
the divi^on to which he belonged, who would, 
afibrd her a safe escort to whatever place she' 
might choose. She thanked him most courte- 
ously for the timely assistance he had afforded 
her, and informed him, that die had left her fa- 
ther's castle on a visit of a few miles^ attended by 
only two servants, when they were attacked by 
banditti ; that her siervaots had fled oo the first a- 
lavm, leaving her at their mercy ; and that while 
one part of them went in pm*snit of the fugitives, 
two of their number were despatched to coodoot 



A. TALE OF CRUCiGLETON CAST1.£. 127 

ker to their retreat, where she had every thing ix> 
dread from saeih nsffiaos* The troops being now 
come up. Sir Ronald informed them of his adven- 
ture^ on which the commander suggested the pro- 
priety of leaving an ambui?cade in the forest, 
which might surprise them oa their return, and 
thus be the means of. freeing tne country from 
such a nuisance. This being done, the remainder 
proceeded with the lady to her father's castle, 
where they were received, and treated with the 
greatest kindness, both on account of the service 
which had been rendered his daughter, and be^ 
cause the old Count had been a Knight of the 
Cross himself. The party, left in the forest, soon 
joined them, having surprised the robbers, all of 
whom they put to the sword, and ibund immense 
booty in their cavern » 

. Every species of amusement was resorted to, in 
ojeder to detain the knights a little longer,— -migh- 
ty hunting matches^ splendid tournaments, and e-o 
very other princely sport, that shed a ray of bar- 
baric radiance over the gloomy ages of chivalry, 
in all of which Sir Ronald shone pre-eminent y 
and what atimulated him up to such gallant ef- 
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forts was, that he had iiow a intimate object i» 
view, to the attainment of vfhichjfame W9B ueces-- 
sary. 

If the beauty of Rosabeiia bad made an im- 
pression on Sir Ronald at their first interview^ 
never to be eradicated, how mnsthehave beende^ 
lighted to discover that external beaaty was the 
least of her qualifications, her mind bdng richly 
stored with all the learning and all the elegance of 
the age in which she Uved. He felt that iHB-fii'^ 
tyre happiness must depend on the reception his 
addresses should meet with ; and although, at tbeif 
several stolen interviews, she had given him no 
cause to despair, yet it was some time before he 
could obtain permission to apply to her father; 
This, however, having at last been granted, pro«- 
posals were made in due form, and after a host of 
inquiiies and explanations, were accepted, and the 
nuptials were solemnized in a manner becoming 
the rank and dignity of the parties. 

At length, however, the hour of separation ap* 
proached, and many tears were shed, as the love-^ 
ly Rosabella made preparations for following her 
husband to his native land. They reached Cahiit 
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m 0afet5r^ from ^beuce embarking for Scotland, 
they'V0ete landed «t the Isle of Whi^orn, ■vviiere 
the kiligfats/ taking a courteous leave of each o- 
ther^ departed <toi thdr respective castles. 

We shall, as in' Aity bound, follow Sir>Iioiis3d 
to Cniggteron, where his arrival was no sooner 
known, than the whole inhabitants became wild 
with joy. His? aged parents hailed his return with 
laptore, blessing God for ^is safety^ and his 
blooming bride met with such a warm and friend* 
ly recepti6n fttmithem, as left her iittle cause foir 
regretting her beloved France* 

Two short years. Bitted away on gossamer pi- 
nions, and the young knight and lus lovely Ko- 
aabellft enjoyed as. much unalloyed happiness as 
ever fell to the lot of mortals^'ki this sublunary state 
of being. 

. But nothing is st^le^in this land of shadows. 
Though the tide of time rolls forward with a re- 
aistless current, yet "while on one day a single' 
^raw only is seen buoyant on its rippling wave, 
the next, it bears the wreck of a nation, dashing 
amidst its turbid whirlpools. This truth was ex* 
emplififd at Cruggleton, around whose battlements 
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e cloiiil:^ of inisrortuae be^a to darken. The 
■414 koight, whose liealth had been long on the de- 
■Vline, paid the debt to uature, and was gathered 
via his fiithecs in the chucch-ynrd cf Crugglcton i 
Pllis uniable consort ToUowed liim in a Feiv months, 
P living Sir Ronald sole heir and I'epresentative of 
r their honourable house. He had one sister, who 
[ p'Rs 1)13 senior by a few years, and who on the 
b ^leath of lier pitrent, wished to retire to a religious 
• ■ bouse, but was prevailed on by her brother to re- 
in the castle. One thing preyed alike on 
I the iniiKls of the knight and his amiable consort ; 
[ Ihey hitherto had no children. Agreeably to the 
f JBiperstition of the times, many pilgrimages hod 
n'l^n pei'fornied, and many votive oblations made, 
I ^nd vows offered up at the shrluc of St ItJngan, 
'■ but all to no purpose. 

After a lapse of some time, however, his bloom- 
ing belpmute was discavered to be in the way which 
" ladies wish to be who love their lords." This 
news, as might well be expected, spread a beam of 
joy over every countenance in the castle ; her 
health was watched over with the mustmii-eniitting 
cftre,and" the windsoFheavon were chidden if ther 
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)|v(aved ker flunuy looks-cMi h^ ivory neck.'* At 
Just the critical' moment $iitivtA^ for i^hich every 
ipi^paratioa had be^ made on the most liberal 
soale4-<auid-^bat why dwell on the moumfbl ^tib« 
jwt any longer than maybe necessary?— it evlden- 
des no small portion of mental esdlosity on tbe part 
of an author, to Unger' over his catastrophe till he 
can send.it fiovth lad^ with preliminary hprrot^l 
We, gentle reader^ whose feelings happfcn to be 
oadt in a softer mould, have from our infanty up. 
^ards, entertained a rooted aversitm against evt^ 
passion which tended to clothe the face of beatity 
in the drapery ef woe, and have often, in the day- 
-dreams of our childhood, wished for sovereign 
power, for the exoktsive purpose t)f driving paili 
and sorrow, like the scape-goat of the Israelites, to 
the wilderness, laden with the sins and curses of the ' 
nation on its head. It remains only therefore to 
be told, that Lady HosabelFa died in giving 
birth to an heir to the castle and domains of 
CruggletoD. 

The funeral solemnities were con^cted in a 
manner becoming the rank and character of th^ 
j)arties^ and for a period^ the knight appeared 
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incoasoiable ; yet Hme, which w^urs offthe ragged 
asperities of our pftssioss, gradually shed its isooth- 
iug influence over his bosom, ; reflection:taiight him 
that tie had duties to fulfil, altogether inconsistent 
with the enervating indulgence to which he had 
givoa way. He roused himself from this mental 
lethargy-^this slumber of the soul, in which his 
enei;gies were sunk, and once more busied himself 
in the concerns. 4)f the world. 

His iQfant;4;oo, became no mean auxiliary to the 

iaUii(eVtera;2/,iu detaching him from the bitterness 

of his eOrrows. It in a short time appeared to 

be the almost exclusive object of his regard, and 

gave an early promise of becoming every thing « 

fond parent could wish. His sister, on whom the 

whole management of his domestic concerns now 

devolved, shewed herself to be well qualified for 

the task imposed on her ; and the worthy old.fii- 

ther Jasper, after his expulsion from Kirkclaugh, 

being recommended by the prior of Whithorn, was 

received as domestic chaplain, and soon rendered 

{limself an universal fiivourite with the whole 

fainily. Days and years thus passed away at 

CcUfgletoQ, and if Sir Ronald was not .again 
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liappy, he was tranquiL As he was still young, 
several ineffectual attempts were made to lure him 
into a second marriage ; but when urged on the 
subject, his constant reply was, that his affec- 
tions were for ever buried in the grave of Rosabel- 
la, and that nothing was left him but parental 
solicitude and paternal duty* 
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CHAP; FI. 



*< I cannn tell a,* I canna tell^*^ 
Some gat a. skelp, and some gat a elaw 
But they gart the Featheratones had their jawr, 

Nickoland Alickan*a': 
Some gat hurt, and some gat nane. 
Some had harness, and some gat stane.' 



Old Bordet* Ballad* 



Allan K£Rlie was now in his eighteenth year,, 
and if our legendary information is to be relied on^ 
he phone a paragon of manly beauty and knight- 
ly accomplishments. He was the darling of hi»> 
doating father, and the pride of the whole power- 
ful sept to which he belonged. 

The feud betwixt Sir Ronald and the Feather- 
stones, which for many causes, had been permit- 
ted to slumber for years, by some accident wa3< 
blown into a flame, and at thb period burnt 
fiercer than ever. The Featherstones had recent- 
ly made a descent on the lands of Craggletoa^ 
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where they destroyed a few bouses; ciin^ing^dff 
the cattle that cJamein their way, ahtf -were guilty 
of eiG^me acts of barbarous cnieltyy which, heing 
deeply felt by the knight, be rcsdived to retaliate^ 
oii^ them with intterest. He mpii€ his arraiigemeirt£r 
with such secrecy, that tlie F^therstdnes wete 
taken entirely off their guard; their principlil 
castle fell into his hands by surprise, which after 
plundering^ he burnt to the ground, and then re<^ 
tired with an immense booty, having sustained 
littte dr no loss. 

The Featherstones, indignant at their recent 
disaster, and burning for revenge^ resolved on no^ 
thing li^s than the total extirpation of tlie-Ker* 
lies ; and that their means might be in soine mea- 
sure commensurate to the object they had in vieW| 
they called in to their aid the Caldows and the 
Pixons, two poweiful families on the banks of 
the Derweht— -they even madd overtiires to Sti* 
g^ Grsetne fer his co-erperatibti. 
- Grseihei 'smarting under tlie infliction of some 
leeeht. castigatten lie had received frdrn the 
knight of Crug^ton,' readily entered into tU^ 
measures, and engaged to effeet u drvenionih tVenr 
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Favour, with his whole disposEible force, as toou-, 
09 the combiQed fleet appeared in the bay. 

Sir Kouald, do way^ alarmed at their formida-. 
ble preparations, of which he soon obtained in-, 
telligence, summoned to his assistance the M'Dow- 
ails of Logfto, the Sl'Cullochs of Mertou, tho 
DuDbars of Mochruni, and a few moi-e of his 
brother knights of the cixiss, and with these he, 
f^i'lessly awaited their coming. That be might 
not be taken by surprise, however, lie ordered 
one of the stoutest and swiftest ^'essets that he had^ 
to be well manned, and to cruise mid-cbannel over, 
^d, by some means, try to ascertain the state of 
forwardness, iu wliich tbe enemy's fleets were, and 
the probable lime of their sailing, but witli ext 
press ordei-s not to approach the shore too nearly. 
Of this vessel, Allan begged so hard to have the 
command, that his father, unable to resist bia im- 
portunity, gave a reluctaat consent, on his giving 
a solemn promise that he would obey the inEtruc- 
tious of an experienced seaman, sent with him 
for the purpose. Guarded with these precau. 
tions, the vessel sailed, and returned in a day or 
two, without having made any discovery wortlf 
noticicg. 
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This voyage was not (indeed it could not be)^ 
a^ade so secl^btty as. to escape observation^ botk 
from Cumberland and Kirkclaugh » ^nd both be- . 
iltg perfectly aware of tire oligect she had iii> view^ 
Iflid, as if by a simultaneous compact^ resolved on 
lier captivity. For this purpose, Eppie was di-* 
rected by ber father to have three vessels in 
readiness to put to sea at a^inoment^s notice^ to in^ 
tercept her^ should she again venture^ out. The 
l^eatherstones had an equal number ready to sdip 
Imd jwrsue her^ should she again a ppear on their 
coast. 

Altogether unconscious of thieij^ diinger> the 
Kerlies put to sea the ensuing day, and had- 
i^ut^ely cleared the land when a- terrible storm 
overtook them ; the wind blew a perfect hurri- 
canci and their vessel, after several inefijbctual at«* 
tempts to regain the harbour, was finally driveH- 
out of the bay>^ and was ultimately so fcHiiunate as 
to obtiun^ shelter in a haven in the Isle of Ma&> 
10 a very dkabled condition^ 

£ppie Grasme no sooner discovered them fair- 
ly at sea, than she loosed after them, and having . 
theadhraatagevof the wind, tbirfw herself between.; 
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tfaem and the land, by which means she cut oF 
their retreat. The Kerlies, who witnessed the 
manccuvre from the castle, became s^isible of the 
danger of their friends, and flew to tile Iiarbour^ 
fur 'the purpose of manning the lemaiudet- of their 
uavy, and sailing to their rescue ; hut the atona 
blew so directly into it, that they fouod it impos- 
sible to put to eea. They had the satisfaction, 
however, to discover, that the GrEcnies were 
likr.jy to suffer as mnch, if not more than their 
own sjiip, m th'ey were not so well manned, itad 
would never be -able to bring her to actiou, were 
she otlierwise ilisposed. They were neverthe- 
less in the greatest distress on her account) and 
Sir Ronald was inconsolable for the anticipated 
loss of his sou, accusing himself of rashness lo: 
permitting him to embark in such a peritous ad- 
venture. 

The vessels of £ppie, for the reasons before 
st*ted, suffered most severely, and were in no con- 
dition to act on tlie offensive, against even a very 
iuferior force. Giadly would &he have regained 
Kirkclangh, but the storm blowing from the Dorth- 
eaat irndcred that impossible. Hach indeed waf 
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its violence^ that no alternative was kft her but 
run before it ; and after a day and sight's severe 
struggle, they also found shelter in the Isle of 
Man, in a bay about seven miles from the pkce 
where Allan Kerlie lay. 

He soon obtained information from the na- 
tives of the dangerous neighbourhood he was in, 
Graeme's vessels being well known, as his plun- 
dering expeditions bad been extended to the Island,, 
whose inhabitants he had often laid under contri- 
bution. 

As the injury Allan's vesselj had received ren- 
dered certain repairs indispensable, and aa he had 
every reason to expect an attack in his present 
defenceless state, he had at first some thoughts of 
soliciting the protection of the chief, witfaia whose 
territories he then was ; but not knowing bow his 
embassy might be received, or if he even possess- 
ed the power of rendering him effectual assistance, 
and sensible also that the delay it might occasion 
would tend to increase the alarm at Crnggleton, 
he trusted that, by secrecy and expedition, be 
might get ready for sea before his en^y, wba 
stood equally in need of repaiis. He therefore 
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took lueasurcB ibat u lew ul" the most material iu- 
juries they had sustaiaed should be set to righta 
~ ivich all possible haste ; and as soon as night set id, 
he intended to sail, and by changing his course, 
endeavour to elude Lis enemy. 

Hut nothing could eacape the knowledge of the 

L, ever- vigilant Eppie. She, by her emissaries, was 

.soon in. pOBsesaion of every thing he wished to 

Lconceal — and had tak«n her measures accordingly. 

r Jf she made such efforts to capture the ship, when 

she considered lier so doing as merely defeating 

^ -the object of the common enemy, it may natu- 

LlralJy be concluded that these did.not relax, on re» 

I cciving information that ibe heir of Cruggleton was 

,'on board. — Joy flashed from her dark eye at the 

iuldligencc ; she instantly suspended her repairs, 

and trusting in her numerical superiority, weighed 

and put to sea. Hfcr fleet being on the western 

side of the island, slie had a long point of land 

to double before uhe could reach the part in 

which Allan had eongbi shelter. During her 

. riiort voyage, the could not resist the auti- 

tupated joy of victory. — Allau a prisoner and 

ibe Kerlies at her feet ; lIic mosl ejilravagimt i-an- 
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jiom offered and refused; no c^quivaleDt to be re-i 
ceived,. except the uaconditional submission of the 
whole sjspt, aod surrender of the casde. Such 
were a few-of the prospective visions that sport. 

^ ed in brilliant succession over the heated inuigina- 
tion of the intrepid Amazon^ as she wooed the 
western breeze with every sail^ to bear her to her 
juredestined victim. 

She had now doubled that long salient point df 
land, which shoots to t^e northward like one oi 
Spno9SL*8 old fashioned bastions, and ^vas ^ginning 
to descry the bay where the unfortunate KerlielEt 
lay at anchor, when she discovered three vessels 
of superior force to her own, standing in for the 
harbour, unde^a press of sail. She imtpediately re« 
cognised them as part of the ileet destined for the* 
invasion of Cruggleton, and justly <30Dfduded -that 
they had put -to sea for the same purpose a$' her- 
self. This was a most unlooked-for turn her afikirs 
had taken. 9ie became sensible that her prospects 
of future advantage from the approaching rencontre 
had for the time vanished into air.^-^ Allan Kerlie 
once the prisoner of the Featlierstones, would, in 

^1 probability, she suspected, bring about a. peace 
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between the haughty families, when their united 
fincces might be directed against her fitther ; who 
was indel>ted in a great measure to the continu- 
ance of the feud for the impunity he enjoyed. She 
had heard much of the beauty and accomplhh- 
fflents of Allan^ and the breach would perhaps be 
terminated, she supposed, by a marriage betweent 
the two houses. View this subject as she might, 
Ag could discover nothing that did not forbode 
€[vil to her father, without the smallest prospect of 
either present or contingent advantage. Under 
die feverish excitation of the moment, she at one 
time determined to join her forces to those of AHan, 
and givet^Featberstones battle, and if victorious, 
to carry her first plan into execution. But a mo- 
meat^areflection taught her that the Featherstones, 
in their present efficient state, were in all likelihood 
more than a match for four vessels of smaller size 
and inferior appointments ; they having sailed that 
mornipg, ^nd consequently escaped the storm of 
the pi-eceding day. On her Pathfcr s engagements 
with the^ Featherstones 6he did not waste a single 
thought — as she felt fully assured of his approba- 
tion of any measure from which the greatest por- 



iif>n 9^ i^iitHsdidterad vantage coidd be drawii.-mSfae 
j|( last camie tq the determination oC li^naixiiDg 
where ibe wa^i a speetati:)r of the conteat^ that she 
JDight be rea^ to acvail her$el£ of acy favauraUe 
pii^om^tance that might offer itself* 
. AUadd. bebddthe approach of Ihefiie: with « 
steady, but not a desponding eye. He lost no iham 
in adopting e^^ei^ measure of defence his ciiciaii«t 
stances would permit, and both by bb words and 
potions animated thedrooping spirits <tf his fdends. 
When some. of them counselled him toland^ and 
claim the protection <^ the chief <^ the ii^an^ 
promising^ to fight sq long as a plank of hia slup 
remained together^ he rejected the [uroposal with 
ipdiguatiou, asanriogthem in his tnm^tfaat. soleng: 
a^ a man continued on board, who would' bend a 
bow, or lift a batilcraxe in his father's qnarrel, 
bQ would stand by him till death. The Keriies 
caught the enthusiasm, and kneeling before thesa** : 
cred symbol of their faith^ they vowed to defend 
hun> to tlie last exitremity. 

Tl^ Eeatherstones, eonfiding in tb^r superior 
strength, came boldly forward^ Sir Arthur lead- 
ing in person ; and liailing the Kerlies, com<« 
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mauded them to strike, on pain of being put to 
death without mercy. The oaly answer he re- 
ceived was a flight of arrows, which killed And 
wounded a Dumber of his men. This was instant- 
ly returned, and a terrible conilict ensued, which, 
although most aneqiial as to the means of annoy- 
auce, was nevertheless maintained by the Kcr- 
lica with an obstinacy wjiich long kept the scalee 
of victory poised in an equal balance. 

Often did the Featiierstones attempt to board, 
and as often were they beat back with loss.^ 
Allan, after performing prodigies of valour, and 
twice wounding Sir Hugh, was, in his tnro, 
laiil senseless on the deck, by the battle-axe 
of the cliicf. ThinkJug their young hero slain, 
the Kerlies abandoned themselves to sorrow, 
and the Feat hers tones, following up their advan- 
tage, were in the act of taking possession of 
their prize, when Eppie Grseine was seen (vith 
every sail set, making lor the sceue of action. 

She remained at anchor, a passive spectator 
of the battle, and could not help admiring the 
address and valour with which the Kerlies de- 
feuded themselves. Slie saw the Featherstoue* 
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liiore thah iiact Mrly bisat off* A feeling iotti\^ 
filing akin to generosity ^oke id befr ItKn^tJii; 
4dl^ yielded iot ^ moment to the pbristierasite ivfel^ 
^tsof the mental i^xabgeir; ^d^ tihd^ltsW. 
Vii^ in&iiencey a fWftt altnoist esbap^ hi^/tfait 
i^h galliintry and ihdomitabte d6V6tiofi i^tndd 
tAB crowned with suctesd. Biit this w%i& dhly tih 
U^iimtary ^tart of j^djple, ^ ,^^jytk«^i6f 
-die lioiil ; Whose single 66imi§cdtion illuddnjat^ 
fbt ^ instant^ the moHB than {Egyptian dai4tii^ 
Ukitlay beyond it, etle it was e^tingteashed Ibr 
li^er. The cupidity df Eppie would not pbtiUtt 
lier tolet ab opportotiity lefiscape^ i^faich, iifoni^ 
loit sight of^ ihight nevter Tetain. She well kh^ 
that no ivb, either hnmah br divilie^ Wai^ lotag^ 
inndiug*, according to her bth^r*s moral cbd^, 
tiiiui till ht iMiA it his interest to break it. 

P^^^^usbing^ tliis^ sh^ was fully iwki^ th^ 
\i^ 1)i^adi ^t ffflih Widi the Feadierstones, wtfi!ild 
^ afiiply tttoned fot by the captnr^ of Allan Ki^. 
Vie ^ fild justly cohcliiding that both patties \;^fe 
Hy thb i^lM^ too ihuch exhaolited to dtfbY imy ^- 
9&fA^tX if&shmaxfbt ^e x^ssdlvtid tin ffiaking a j^tiie 
of ^b» 1^1^^ fitttriMm 1^ bojte t^^^i^ )iis 

.K 
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beea said, and, taking the Featherstones by sur- 
prise, ordered their instant submission. On hear- 
ing this most unexpected summons, the knight^ 
on demanding to know who they were, and on 
what audbority they hazaxded such a peremptory 
mandate, was told that they^ were part of the 
fleet of Dugald Graeme of Kirkclaugh, despatch- 

' ed in quest of a vessel belonging to Cruggleton, 
which, having discovered at anchor in that bay, 
it became their duty - to carry . home with them« 

. Sir Hugh rejoined, that the ship having beqome 
his prize, previous to their coming up, set that 

. question at rest ^ and farther, that .Qrseme being 
in league with him^ it must have been on his ser- 
vice the division was sent out. He therefore di- 
rected them to return to Kirkdaugh, and wait 
his farther orders. Eppie retorted that she 
knew nothing of any bond of union subsisting be- 

• tweenher father and him; nor did she believe 
any suoh existed ; Uiat the Kerlies were her fa- 
ther's enemiies ; and that a vessel belonging to 
them having put to sea, she was despatched to 
bring it in; — and as she always implicitly obey- 
ed her father's orders, she would receive the corn* 
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mands of no other person as to a line of conduct 
so clearly pointed out ; declaring, that ijf the 
slightest interruption was offered her in the dis- 
charge of her duty, she would assail him with her 
whole force* Sir Hugh, enraged to be thus school- 
ed by a stripling, (for she was always armed 
and attired as one of her father'^s retainers,) put 
his ships into the best posture of defence their 
crippled state and his own weakened resources 
would admit of j and interposing them between 
hex and his prize, awaited her coming. The as- 
sault was fierce, but of short duration; for, though 
the Featherstones defended themselves with vi- 
gour, yet the Graemes, led on by Eppie, cleared 
their decks, and became the victors almost witL- 
out any loss. Sir Hugh being again wounded, 
was compelled to strike, as well as his consorts. 
During this second action, the Kerlies were ren- 
dered passive spectators^ and in. all probability 
might have effected their escape, had not the fate 
of their gallant young master paralysed their ef- 
forts, and rendered them incapable of acting with 
promptitude, till the critical moment had passed 

away. They were standing in a mournful circle a- 

K2 
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rdfiiid the yoath ; and haTing taken off his light 
tanoar^ if ere bathing his temples with water, 
when Epfpie, having finally i^tibdiled the Feather- 
stonesy jamped on bdd.td add ordered them to 
their quarters on pain of death. The Kerlite, be- 
ing in no situation to make foirther rcfsisttoce, 
laid down their arms^ dn a {irotiiise of libend 
treatment for themselves and their chieftnin's son, 
till they could be ransomed. On this, the Orsemes 
took possession of their vessel, while the K^i^ 
appeared indifferent to every thing eiLC^pt ^he 
recovery of their young chief. 

On Eppie^s coming on board, she l^as forcibly 
struck with the beauty of the youth. His head 
w^ resting on the lap of one of his retain- 
ers. His eyes were shut \ and his long flowing 
locks of the palest auburn^ overspread his neck 
and Shoulders in the most graceful curls. He htkl 
received a wound in his breast^ which Was in con- 
sequence thereof bape, and to which they had ap- 
plied some feiniple styptic. She stood entranced 
' bVer the lovely vision. Never had she beheld such 
a paragon of masculine perfection ; a Hew siense 
seemed to spread its balmy influence over her 
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mail-^clad bosom^ and she became alive to feel- 
ings, of whose very existence she had hitherta 
been ignorant. She used her utmost efforts to re- 
store him to his senses. She bound up his wounds^ 
which were but trifling, and when, after the lapse 
oi a considerable time, the glow of returning ani- 
mation lighted up his brilliant eye, and the eva- 
nescent hectic, like the scintillations of the aurora 
borealts, trembled on his beautiful cheek, it sent a 
pang' to her heart, to which, during the whole 
connie of her stormy life, she had hitherto beeoi a 
stranger. She redoubled her endeavours to acce- 
lerate his recovery. When he began to awa- 
ken to a consciousness of the objects asouod 
him, she contrived to make him swallow a cordial 
which soon restored him t&the full use of his men- 
tal facukies ; smd when he was so far recovered 
as to have his present situation explained to faim, 
she said and did eveiy thing that codld inspire 
him with confidence* j^ie assured him of his safe- 
ty, as well as that of his friends ; and that however 
paradoxical it might appear, she had no other ob- 
ject in commencing the attack than his lib^^ation ; 
and in poof thereof, she had only to remind him, 
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that the Featherstoues wei-e her father's allies ;. 
that her present conduct would have the certain 
consequence of drawing down on his head the ven- 
geance of that powerful family; that the evils, 
however, which might result from the steps she 
had taken^ would be more than compensated by- 
the opportunity afforded her of doing away, in. 
some measure, the false impressions which, the. 
numerous falsehoods and exaggerations which were, 
circulated in the country at her and her father'^s 
expence, were calculated to inspire. And to, con- 
vince him of the sincerity of her professions, she 
declared his vessel at perfect liberty to pursue her 
voyage home, ransom free, only in her turn soli- 
citing as a favour, that he would accompany her 
to Kirkelaugh as an escort, as the number of her 
prisoners exceeded that of her own people. She 
recommended his retiring on account of his 
wounds, — extolled his valour to the skies, — and 
commanding her followers to return to their ships, 
she remained with him for the avowed purpose of 
ministering to his wants. — She then ordered the 
whole to get under weigh, and returned to Kirk- 
claugh in triumph, with the richest prize that ever 
entered its port. 
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CHAP. VII. 



** An* first she reined her prancing bay. 

Syne shook her silver spear,-— 
"* O leave your father's locks sae grey, 

An* come an' be,my dear.' , , 

^ O* 1*11 ne*er wed the green-wood queen, 

Wha rides with jack and brand ; 
Nor ever grasp, in amorous clasp, 

A maiden's iron hand. ' " 

Young Mi^xwsLL, 
jin Old GaUovidian Ballad, 



That the beauty, and we may add, heroism of 
Allan had made a deep impression on her heart, has 
just been shown. She {elt as if the dawn of Ian 
intellectual morning had aiisen on her soul, and 
was hurrying before it those fierce and vindictive 
passions, which had hitherto shed only a lurid ra- 
diance over the brightest features of her by-past 
life. She felt that something else was necessary 
to her happiness than feats of arms, victory and 
guilder, — and she was resolved on its attainment. 



nq matter by what means. And yet on turning 
the subject in her mind, she could discover no- 
thing but difficulties of the most formidable cha- 
racter^ which 9 like the centinels round an enemy's 
camp, stood in grizzly armour to bar the path 
which led to the consumn^atieB of her wishes. 
On a first view, however^ one wqujd. be n^^turally 

led to conclude, that tb« difficuUief^i^ m^b dwelt 

• 

on, were rather the spectres of her ew» fancy, 
than the sober nealitiesqf active life. Allan was her 
prisoner, and consequently ifi h^pQW^;i:; a^ she 
fondly clung to the hope, that no alleraative would 
be. SQ dreadful to him as being delivered up to her fa- 
ther. She was besides but a very few years his 
senior ; of a tall majestic stature ; wi^th . features^ 
(wh^cli, acjconjingto her own ideas offem^e beau^. 
t'jf)^ were not inelegant ^ a clea,r brow^ compjex- 
iqn^ h^ighten^ by her conj^tant exposvire to. the 
elenients ; of an athletic mj^e i with aa eye bril- 
lismt as a sunbeam, and pi^cvfii^ as thj^t of the eagle 
of her native mountsuns. 

With such personal qusdificatioQS^ (ler vanity 
wluspered she had little to drea4 — ^but still s^ doubt 
of a i^ore forn^idab^. character, obtruded itself on 
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hfx cc^tajtions.^-T^Where cqhU tb^y i^tii;^ to*^^]; 
T^J^atv power pou)d protect th^m fj^oi^ ber &tlies*s( 
v^ge^L^e ^ For, s^ouM sh^ oirry her vifp^i\i^ 
huBl^ai^, t^ j^iirkclaugb; eve^ wUb her f^thqr^^^pr^ 
.^ prphastion, 9!^ £elt that i^e could npt gtiara^t^. 
I^ l^f(^ fo^ a single hour, from th^ daggei^ pf Q^iV^ 
Qr oth^ pf bifi riyals^ who wojoid revenge in thiir 
manner the disappointment they had suffered« Qfli^; 
only path: remained qpen for her to pursue^ and 
she resolved on its adoptioQ« This was Iq try thf^ 
efkf^toS ag^>erous action on the Kerlies.theo)^ 
aelYe$i« In n^aking the intended sacrifice she feU 
[ke^ectly a,wa;re of its magnitude^ and that^ under 
^y other circi^nstancesy it would amount to ^ 
u^^|:4on9.b)e breach of duty ; and what al^rm^ 
her Qiost ^a^ the chance of its failure. But such 
was the feverish state of her passions^ that a single 
glance at thjM; side of the picture fell^ Uke the 
burning SwQom^ on h^ soul, who^e baleful blaait 
withered up the moisture of her brain^ and light- 
^ th^ t€(rch of discord amidst her tortured feeU 
ings^ Sb^ felt that, without Allan the world would 
b^ s^ d^fitt, an4 U^ ^ thing only to be emiured.4 
and that uo^ alternaitivip could be so. dreadful a& its 
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prolongation^ if deprived of the object of her de- 
Bire.-r- Accustomed all her life to decide. with 
promptitude, and to act with vigour, she resolved 
in the first instance to sail for Kiricclangh, and 
afterwards to conduct Allan back to Cruggleton, > 
and leave the other results to fate. Having thus 
settled her plans, she bore up the bay for her fa- 
ther's castle. 

Nor did all this pass unnoticed at Cruggleton : 
for when the fleet was first discovered in sight, 
the sentinel gave the alarm, on the supposition 
that it was the combined forces of the Feather- 
stones destined for the invasion of their territories ; . 
but when, on a nearer approach, they were seen 
shaping their course for Kirkclaugh, and that their 
own vessel was in the midst of them, they wei« 
filled with dismay, and entertained the most gloomy 
forebodings respecting the fate of Allan, who, if 
alive, must be the prisouerof the Graemes. Sir Ro- 
nald was inconsolable for the misfortune, accusing . 
himself as the cause of it. The youth of the castle 
were assembled in the court-yard, and clamorous- 
ly demanding to be led to the rescue, while those 
of riper years were seated in the hall, in close di- 
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van, and deliberating on the propriety of sending' 
to ascei^tain bis fate^ and, if alive, to negotiate for' 
his ransom. 

When Eppie had seen her fleet safely moored, 
she went ashore^ and repairing to her father, in-' 
formed him of her adventure with the Feather- 
stones, with the trifling deviation, that they had' 
commenced a most unprovoked attack on her, 
and that she had brought them to answer for the 
aggression before him, Dugald, who immediately 
saw more advantage likely to arise out of the cap- 
tivity and rausom of the knight, than ever could 
have resulted from his alliance, was delighted 
with the turn the afiair had taken. He praised 
lier prudence and foresight to the skies ; nor was 
her valour forgotttfli, which had enabled her to 
achieve such a profitable adventure. He assur- 
ed her that her share of the spoil bhould be in 
proportion to the gallantry she had displayed in 
obtaining it. She replied, that his approbation 
was in itself a sufficient reward without ony other 
remuneration, and hinted the propriety of landing 
the prisoners, and inspecting the prizes, when he, 
-<in observing the vessel of the Kerlies at some dis- 
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tance from the harbour, at anchor, enquire^ the 
leajson. She informed him that it belonged to a 
friend who had been of essential service to her 
daring the engagement^ and who, being under the 

* 

n^ce^^ty of parsuing his voyage, she felt it her 
duty to take leave of before she sailed.— Without 
waiting foic a reply, she jumped on board a pin- 
nace, having a crew of twelve rowers^ whenj<Hn« 
ing the Kerlies, and taking her vessel in tow^ 
they stood over with every sail set for Cruggle- 
ton. The fact is^ Dugald was by no means satis- 
fied with the equivocal nature of Eppie's repliea 
to his questions respecting the vessel at anchort 
and had resolved in his own mind to be better 
informed on the subject before he permitted her 
to depart. For this purpose he descended to the 
beach, when a few questions to the first he met 
put him in possession of the whole fact, in so far as 
related to the capture of Sir Ronald's shipi with 
his only son on board, and of Eppie's intention of 
restoring it, with all it contained, to the Kerlies 
without ransom. Had an earthquake buried the 
castle in the ocean at his feet, it could not have 
excited more astonishment than this information. 



- i 



A TALE OF CRUGGLETON CASTLE. 157 

That the daughter on whom he doate(t shoidd b^ 
come an apostate to his cause, and go oTer to hib 
enemy, was a blow his slender stock of philoso^ 
phy could not bear up against. As he wasignow 
rant of the true cause of her defection^ li^ could 
attribute her present conduct to no other than 
treachery ; and yet the whole transaction wfts en*- 
veloped in a cloud of mystery too dense for his 
reasoningfaculties to penetrate. For if revolt was 
her object, why did she not carry the English ships 
and prisoners to Cruggleton ? But then, on th^ 
other handy to pdrmit such a golden opportunity 
of humbling the Kerlies to elude his grasp, when 
he might — in short, what might he not haVe done^ 
had Allan remained his prisoner ?-*-^These reflec- 
tions set open the flood-gates of his passions^ ^d 
[ his rage knew no bounds. He loaded his daugh- 
ter with curses and imprecations, vowing the most 
exemplary vengeance on her head, if she ever agsliiti 
fen into his power. He ordered two of the swift- 
est ships that he had^ to pursue^ and to bring theiii 
back either dead or alive^ and not to spare ^en 
Ej^pie herself^ should she resist his orders. All 
this she seemed to have foreseen^and provided a- 
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gsdnst ; aod it was with rage miDgled with disap-^ 
pointment that he beheld them enter the harbour 
of Craggleton^ the distance being only six or eight 
miles* 

The KerlieSy who witnessed the approach of 
the two vessels, and alike ignorant of the motives 
which led to it^ were lost in surprise. They im-^ 
mediately recognised their own, accompanied by 
one belonging to the Graemes* They rushed to 
thebeachyand beheld a scene, which nothing but 
the irresistible testimony of their own senses 
could have induced them to believe. They saw 
their young chief, weak and wounded, support- 
ed in the arms of Eppie Graeme, and heard him> 
with gratiiude beaming in his eye, proclaim the 
service she had rendered him, and how, when 
sinking under the unequal contest in which he was 
engaged, her aid alone had snatched him from 
captivity, if not from death ; and whilst, with the 
compassion of a ministering angel, she had bound 
up his bodily wounds, and poured the balm of con- 
solation over his mental suffering's, she had crown- 
ed the whole, by returning him, and his remaining 
followers, without reward^ to the bosoms of their 
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friends. This acknowledgment it may well be 
imagined^ secured her a most cordial welcome from 
Sir Ronald, whose gi-atuude knew no bouiids. 
He declared himself ready to pay any ransom ^e 
might demand, and that^ after all^ he would re- 
main her debtor. Eppie, with all that seeming 
generosity which she well knew how to assume^ 
when she had ' a point to carry, deprecated every 
idea of remuneration. She declared that what she 
had done, was more the effect of chance than pre- 
meditation ; and that, independent of any other 
feeling, every principle of humanity and true cou- 
rage, would have induced her to take the weaker 
part against such an overwhelming odds ; that al-' 
though this interference woqld have been extend- 
ed to any individual she found in equal peril, yet 
it was to her a source of self^gratulation that it 
had been rendered the means of snatching from 
a fate, that must otherwise have been ine* 
vitable, a youth of .such gallant bearing ami noble 
promise ; and it gave her acditional happiness to 
reflect, that the services she had rendered were 
not limited to Allan alone, as the captivity of 
Sir Hugh Featherstone, and the flower of hiskio- 
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dhred^ who wen priaooen in her father's 
as adsa the loto l>f Ud best iisM siiips^ \kpakl dot 
eblj pi^eventthe meditated i&v»natii> btttii$ri|»{de iis 
fteoocees for years to comei iShe bt^fged thdt dtk 
iBight be permitted «6 indu^ these feelings, ^nisA- 
io5red by th^ degktufing xettospei^ that Aie had 
bartered^way k Tirtubits oetiota foir tfce wagifis df mi 
hirelings She concioded by asBuriAg; Sir R^msid, 
that whatever littie privi^te npAtwh fidgbt: haVb 
arisea between hUst &ther &td him^ iifaodld h^V^ 
isflttenoe her condoet, so Far «l t(i render k^ a t&k 
kintary pi^icipator in a dishonourabie action. 

While the whote inhabitants <if the distle wisrt 
wild with joy, and nothing was heard bat iftUtfifll 
4XMigicatiilation6, it was not the ttomeilt whob 
£ppie's speech, or rather fldnidsb^ was likdiy to 
undeiigo a very xi^ analysis-^nor w^re evHi 
the wisert in that state of lUind^ that wotdd bavb 
rubied them deliberately to tmgh vsipid pil^fes^ 
'sions against lootkl principlesv tt was redei^^d, 
th«refoie^ as it was iBeant it should be | mA the 
seeming virtoes of the daagbtier, mtide theid f&t ti 
moment forg^ the vices of the fttber. £^|)ie 
lAStantly became sensiide of the irapressicm sHe 
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bad made, and resolved pot to lose an :inch of 
ground' in die good gracets of ,the Kerliev. She 
jiunped into' her pii^nace, and waving ker adiey^ 
made a signal for her followers to join heip* ^hia^ 
a& she expected, was strenuously opposed, by. S&mt 
Ronald, who insisted on her spending a few Aayn 
at the castle, and participating in the ]3^oicing« 
about to take, place. Althotigh this was the yeiy 
point she wished to carry, yet she took a short 
time in seeming deliberation, before she gaye heif 
consent,, which she at last did, for a we^k. Sho 
was then conveyed to the castle, and committed 
to the care of the lady of the mansion, and the 
strictest orders were issued to his dependents, that 
the rites of hospitality fihould be exercised towsptdv 
the Graemes in the amplest manner. 
. Inctunpliance with the commands of their 
Ghief,fthe Kedies tried to welcome the Graemes 
within their walls. But whilst their Jips uttered 
the words of peace^ the flash of their eye spoke, 
thespirit which was stirring within them j aud^ 
whilst dieir right hands were extended in thegrasp 

f 

of apparent friendship, their left sought instinct 
lively the hilts of their daggers. 



Ifi2 
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let^ At the request of her hostess, Eppie had ta- 
kxa ofT her armonr, aad assumed the habilimeots 

c''oF her sex, and when led into the hall by Sir Ko- 

- mid, all present were struck with her altered ap. 
pearauce. She Eecmed^ with her. armour, to have 
' laid aside all the niascuhne features oFhercha- 

■Mcler, and to have assumed the softer blandish- 
ments of the sex to which she belougetl. Her de- 
portment waa modest, yet unembarrassed ; and 
her address, though not reliued, was insinuating. 
As iu fuilherance of her plans, it was necessiiry 
she should stand well with Sir Ronald, the whole 
artillery of her cunning was accordingly levelled 

-Against the weaker part of his moral citadel: 
This was, — pride of ancestry — the besetting sin 
of the age in which he lived. She never men- 
tioned her father ; but of her mother and her 
powerful relations she spoke freely; and willingly 
availed IjeiBelf of every opportunity afforded lier, 
of placing in the strongest light, tlieir rank— 
their wealth, and splendid establishments. Nor 
waa her afGnity to the Gordons overlooked in 
tbeae conTersations, which generally led to rccol- 
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Ieeti6<i8 of some aets of friendly intercomse be- 
tween their respective Ssunilies. 

To these little details the knight listened witir 
deepinterest. He seemed to have forgot that«be 
vrBB the daughter of Dngald Grssme ; whikshe, 
aware of the {ax>gres8 she waa making in hia 
good graces^ improved the opportunities thus af- 
forded her with sack address, that his predilecw 
lions in her favonr amoonted. to-a feeling almost 
paternal. 

One of her piineipal points being thus gained 
her next waa to render these predilections adw 
8^!Vient to her present puiposes; yet still the 
neaker she seemed to approach tho point on which 
all her wiekes centered, some new and nnfcnese^ 
obstacle would intei^ose itself,, as in mockery oC 
her bopes^ and darken her horizon with the clondt 
of disappointment Her father's characteri and 
her own previous life^ were combined with fiicta 
too wdlknown, to admit either of apdogy or paim 
liation. It was in vain that she tried to persuade 
herself that her preset conduct would be receir- 
edas AsuiScient excuse for former ddinquoi^ 
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<ies.— No, the universal execration that follow- 
ed her father's uame, nnd her father's profession, 
dfOse like the spectres of the frightful inctihus, to 
'Mr' the ^th w)tich led to her visiociary paradise. 

Bot this was a \iew of the subject, on which 
'her vanity would not pemiit her long to dwdL 
'Fo the attainment of one object she hfid sacri- 
-fiotd evefy other consideretion ; and to abandon 
'thepumrit,l>ecanse a few thoma were strewed 
in the path, would evidence a portion of mental 
imbecility altogether undeserving of success.— 
■Her cogitations always concluded with this re- 
fection, tliat by foul or fair mcflhs, Allan must 
i» he/s. If by the latter, she Was resolved to 
-lAwndon her father's htwise, and her father's pro- 
-fession, and to act so iti future that the good 
^hich was to -ooitie eboold more than expiate 
■tlie evils that were post, and that her whole life 
should aRinrd only one bright example of domes- 
lie ecOnOlfly and conjugal fidelity: But if by the 
latter, then to fiarry Allan back to KirkclaUgh as 
hep prisoner, and let the hand of fate wind up 
the nnravelted' skeia of her destiny as it pleased. 

Setting a guard over her every word and ac- 
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tidily dbe c^uct^d hersdf with mch a -respect* 

fid modesty .of dfimeaaqiir, su\d seeming diffideaqe^ 
as to do away in the bosom of^Sir Rooald^ eyery 
iota of fonaer prejudicesp ^uid led.bim.to the ok^? 
clusio% th^ though reared in the hold of n roh* 
h^ 4^e possessed qualities which, would do I^Qa- 
our tQ the most exalted station oflife« To 4Jr, 
laa,.her attention^ were Dot more delicate than ui|-, 
remitting.. She was the almost con^t^nt ioh£|}>K 
tant oC the. sick-cb^mber s and soon discovejred; 
by th^spaiikle ofhi? eye, and the pleasure thi^ 
mantled over his featui^ on hctr entrafi^ thi^ 
hcsjT, visits werie not unwelcpme, 

WhD^ sbhe WAS thus cr^^i^ng for he^If^,iiH 
terest in the bo^pips of both Sir Ronald and hin 
sQi^ wd w£^. inseiifiibly paving jthe way to th9 
ultio^ate completion of h^r wishes^ a blow frpA^ 
an unexpected qpf^rter levelled, in an instanf, her 
air-built fabric with the dust* Sir Ronald^s.^i^. 
ter« a woman of. cool penetration, could not, from 
the first ai^val of Eppie in the castle^ lay Hside. 
a sy9p|cion that this shew of magnanimity, OQ.tbe 
psMi^ of their gue^ti wa^ only a cloak for some la^ 
tent design^ wbicb, of whatever nature U mighc 
be, could bode her brother's house no good. 
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As she was determined nbt to alann Mtn. on. 
kss she discovered that her sunnises vrett ^well 
founded^ she in the mean time, was ireBohred to 
watch the motions of Eppe and be^ followers so 
cbsely^ that if any occult mischief was in em- 
bryo, it should not escape her. She could not help 
noticiug the very frequent visits to AJIan^s cham^ 
ber ; and although he was now in a state of con- 
valescence that enabled him to walk about, yet 
£ppi6 did not in the least relax in her attentions, 
which, the less they were re9[uired, seemed the 
more rigoroudy to be persevered in. In this in* 
stance, she was hurried away by lier own tekncri- 
ty,'to ne^^ect the TestraSnts she had imposed on 
herself;; and keeping in view only the good foot- 
ing on which she.stood with Sir Ronald, and the 
jfleasure that Allan visibly took in her society, 
she was led incautiously to conclude that she had 
carried her point with both« 

The wedk she had promised was widiin a day 
of its termination, and she felt her heart bound 
for joy^ when, on mentioning it, she observed the 
gloom that overspread the beautiful features of 
Allan« ^* Not so soon, madam, I hope,^' be faint- 
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ly Jtafflmered ^mt.— ^^ Ctfifnot my &ther and I : 
j^revail Ibr^anotlier week; ?" ^ Toor Siihier^^ she^ 
replied, '*bas Bot niade tke ezper}iiieiit ; and ibr^ 
foBi I dare not whisper, eviso to myxmn heavt^ta i 
uvhat kbg^hyonr influence over me m^lit e3ctisnd«^ 
Allan, while he felt the conEMsioua liiaod eruiisoB « 
liiiB cheek, thankecl herfor herMnd.partiality, ^aHi 
added, that he would ever bear aboat wkh hioi a 
grateful remembrance of the impovtaBt servioea 
die had rendered him, imd that he should hereaft^ 
hpld the fife she had pieiteiyed at her diaposali--* . 
"Epfie started to har feet, and grasping his hand 
wttK convulsive energy, was on the eve of tnak- 
iiig a full £96lo8ureof the at^iEte of her heart, when 

• - , . . • 

a momenfs reflection convinced her of the rash- 
ness <if such a measure, as his deolaratimi was 
couched, in too general terms, to bear the partial^ 
construction she wished to attach to it; and in ^ 
spite of her vanity, she was compelled to adniit 
that it savoured more of gratitude dian' d a ten- 
derer passion. Still, however, she fondly dungtc 
the hope, that she was not indifferent to him— and 
that the time was not &r distant when that par- 
tiality would be heightened into love. How mucl^ 
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Eoerer, tlucfcRjEfae wished to pnbe his Seefiogif' 
to tbe ^nick, afe facfaom ^enqg iW ant^ect i^r' 
Bttbalor the pvGsent, rcMin:^ kowenr, t«n^*1 
new it OB aooe rkwc brmmUe oppoctoaitT. 
faM) kid *mlt! ail utoMioA <^ leonune to h» fcn' 
tbcr^ iKKue ■noooopMi^ by AJha, and ^ tlBt1> I 
pnpaae bad a phn aria ag e d ia ber mind for [vo*: 
trading ber departure, Ehould ihe inriuUtoo DX 
bejepeated. Sb«copteuled herself, tbere&nc, nitk 
repiyiog, that ahe hdd his life of too much tuIov, 
10 be embarked ia any more peritons adveottirc^ 
than what might ari^ from au iatercbange ofa^" 
fectMHis — sod ihaltiow widely soever he might per-* 
vert her meaoiDg, no gift of fornuie could ever 
coafei happiness oa her, were the boon denied to 
him — that, sitoatcd as &he had hitherto be^n, the 
hadoftea been compelled to act a part repogMot 
to every better feeling of her nature ; but that the 
veil had now been drawn aside, and ahe had been 
taught the value of principles she had in tim^ po^ 
held ia itrisioD. 

At ibat inttant tlie door opened, apd Sic R<^ 
nald (^tcnd, followed by his sister. Eppie iuine- 
diately discovered that the lady had been phying 



^miiimm:w4^i&m her. ^ ij^c^t^K^^f^gii^^, 

J, 

hei:^9m^r» btttiiwt^)yra|!yu^l^;apiy^ 
ai^i^.Vl4 pacing th^.TOpiAwi^^^ 4igf¥ty}# 
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wish to direct your attention is of too much oon- 
sajuence to us both, to have its importaDce flit- 
tered away by turgid gasconade, or idle circum.' 
locution. I am uo crator at best, uDd at this mo* 
ment such is the state of mental agitation under 
which I am about to addi'ess you, that I feel I shall 
do little justice to the cause I am going to advo- 
cate — Tou acknowledge I have doDe you a ser- 
vice, and I must play the egotist so far as to Bay, 
one of the first maguitude — and would to Godk 
had been ten times greater, if it would thereby 
increase my iuflueuce with you in the same pro- 
portion. Such sw it has been, however, I must re- 
cal it to your recollection ; and pardon me, when 
I repeat the tale, that had it not been for me, ynu 
had this day been childless— nay probably house- 
less, your lands destroyed, and yourself a wander- 
er of the desert ; for it is in vain to palliate the 
fact, that had the united forces of the Feather- 
atones and their allies effected a landing, you had 
nothing to bring against them that could have ar- 
rested their march for a single hour. It is to my 
arm alone you are indebted for the safety of Al- 
lan)— the dispersion of your enemies,^and that 
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your castle is not a tottering ruin ! And ^y^ta^ 
^ fracrifice of filial daty this has been efiected^ it 
becomes ndt me to specify. Tt would be idle to 
^nter into any inyestigation of Che causes which 
rendered you my lather's foe. It is suiEBclent for 

« ■ ■ • 

tay purpose to state that such was the fact, whib 

^A the same' time' Sir Hugh Featherstone was his 

sworn ally. Now^ [iermit me'tocn^[uire what would 

faavei^eien your Tate, had the alties landed on your 

territoriesi when'your son and the bravest of your 

kindred were prisoners in Kirkclaugh/and at my 

father*s mercy ? Sir Bonald, you were lost, had 

net my arm saved you^— You have<£Sered me pe. 

cuniary rewaids for the services I have rendered 

you — ^vainly imagining that I was to receive, as a 

full compensation 'for the sacrifices I have niade, 

the heartless eleemosynary dole df a liireling. If I 

am toiie rewarded, it must Ise to the full eiteirt 

of Ihe services I have rendered, and the sacrifices 

Ihave made, or not at all.— One way alone remains 

by which this can be done ; and Although firom 

what I have said, you niight spare my blushes, and 

guess the rest ; yet, that no misconception may lead 

to erroneous conclusions on a subject of such vital 



1^ TIfE 8TANPAHP Of DENJI^ARK i 

i}Wortaaoe^ it becomes my duty to be explicit :-r-J 
l^ve yoar son — love hlq^ with a passion so sUsMig, 
99 to lay every other considers^tiqn^ either lOQral 
91^ selfish^ prostrate before it I Think not I wish.to 
^^^lUate what n^y tru^ ch^Jfacter has been, or tp 
ofifr n^y present coodact i^.%n. agplogy for th^ 
ahisriations of my past life— No^ Sir, 1 scorn the 
flimsy ^u))terfage• I pat to sea as your inveterate 
foe, determined on the destmction of yon^.and all 
that belonged to you, in so fs^r as I should be al^lQ 
tpefiCectit. A chain of unlooked-for circumstsuices 
iplaced the destinies of your house at my disposal; 
and what; prevented me from offering to your Up^ 
th^ DQiningled cup of. misery your evil genius had 
jDrepared for you ?-^It was the beauty and gal- 
laiitry of your son, which converted the hair by 
yriiich the sword of reljibutipn was suspended oyer 
ypwr head, intp a cable ;^t was that whicji light- 
ed, (he candle of conscience, in my bosom, and ex- 
posed in frightful retrospect a review of my past 
life. Nursed in the den of an outlaw, amidst. the 
clang of arms, and the din of warriors, was it, i)p$ 
to be expected that I should adopt their prin- 
ciples, and embrace their professipn ? Bu^ since 



A, r^ajK M cnvGGJLVHm tAm^. tie 
tiie^BDrbnibg'on'tvhicb A&mi.bec^ -ctj^ti^e, 

wtb iiDtToi^ the. career of :gii]lt^I bsve'hitiicffc^ 
pianbiied.'with a timi^l^as aTkBty« 'It^i^^ pfiM 
yoa)i3aiie*to iepd xne^biksk to tiKrpafliBcdf xevtiu 
tnde and peftcie* Witk AHan Am? ns^p^lntebafid, I 
shoaldiketftrwaiMfermoira atBMBt tbelasMM&tW 
efiror,'lNit should beoonie w the phstic dnjritr^hi^ 
hands, dtki fedeifo, ttidi^etaki' the iiiipa:i«dotP0r 
wtneixoin the 8cal ^loi^. 

* iH^'tfieojm ^bf die wiMriNi. Ify atbtlflsr was yMr 
egpial'iiT' iHVtby and betftds to^a fc^UBe ivhicAiy 

tunobj^^bMitirigblPiB mine; ^odwettt^al^ ddttF 
tbrk veM»d ffl^yDtttf sbDy itshbakhabt^s^nii&^iFiM^ 
longer w.^r^^ to ks ptetait ktdeia {Kttsedsors^^^ 
Xrmoy 'ber>objocateid that ho har mode no didoiohreiy, 
oC'bifi sinitaMffittts ih iny fiitour, aiK^ WW 

planatiotii shoiild- have come> fitnix 4um^ ^ iii«ttad<of 
me: Ta^tUfe I lepljr, «li«^ thoi^h M\di0eot<)»tti^ 
jfQunicatlon^ has^hsthertioi ]Mi£i&ed between'tts^'-^yet 
, had I not received the strongest proofs that our 
aiFection was mutual^ this disclosure had never 
been made by me. 
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'* Tou have now my whole heart laid open before 

k jou. Treat tt, then, with that parental teitdeniess I 

t have already experienced Iran yoa; and when yoa 

I kve irapartially weighed the subject, you will be 

r pleMed to summon me to leain youi final decision. 

[, ] shall accept yonr ofiered hospitality for three 

days longer, on condition I am permitted to send 

a messeogcf to inform my &ther when be may exi- 

pcct me, and to apologise for my delay." 

Sir Konald replied, that aa the subject was cer- 

f ' lunly of a most unexpected nature, some time was 

■ecessary both for serious enquiry and cool delibe- 

IStion;— that he would take an early opportunity 

of conversing with Allan ; and in the meantime, 

^ the hud his full permission to m^e whatever com- 

p BBuoicatiou to her fatlier she thought proper, and 

[ after he had given the statement she had made 

r.lum ev«ry considei'atiaD, she might rest assured, 

I that wlialever might be his Jinal dcterminatioo, he. 

I Vould endeavour to convince her that her con-- 

I fidence had not been misplaced. — He then, mA— 

w his bow, returned with her to the hall. 
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^ Bat bark, ni tdl ye o* • pIoC, 

Thougii dimui ye be fpedring o*t*** BoiUMir'' 



Epfis could scarcely contain, hex indignatioa 
till she reached.her apartment^ when, flingbg her* 
self on a seat, she exclaimed^^ '^So^ hereends the first 
series, of my plot^jmd now fior the second,. wjuch' 
must be managed by coercion alone. The permissioii 
I received at parting was &tal to my hopes, as. 
he never would have rendered an application^ 
to my father necesaaiy^ had his mind not been 
previously made up to rgect my proferred alli^. 
ance; however, this is no time to sit down apd 
brood over my disappQiqtment<^-I must prepare to- 
act, and that with vigour and circumspection,, 
too, before hb »ster can underplot me," 
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Eppie desired, therefore, that RoderickG rapine 
might attend her. This was one of her father's 
followers, to whom she hod rendered a most sig- 
nal service, having once saved him from the efiects 
of her father's vengeance, for disobedience of or- 
ders ; he liaving on a fonner occasion, when they 
burnt the castle of Muirfad, saved the lady from 
the flames, contrary to the express command of 
Dugald, and Roderick liad, from that day forward, 
attached himself to Ej^e in a most conspicuous 
manner, and bad let no opportnnity slip of evin- 
cing his gratitude. To him, therefore, she was re- 
solved to uuhosom herself without resftire, and 
lo crave his counsel and asaistarice. Roderick 
histd her to an end in silence, and when she had 
finished, he inquired what measures she intended 
to pursue, " To Are the castle, and carry off Al- 
llin my prisoner," she replied; "buthowboth or 
dtherofthese plUnsare to be effected, Iras been 
the catise of my seeking^ this conference." 

*^ There are more coOferances than oar's going oti- 
just now," he replied ; " as on passing Sir Ronald^ 
study, I heard him and'his sister in hot altercation, 
and as your name was often mentioned, I woiUd' 
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iiave listened^ bat I saw old Father Jaspcdr Ibriog^ 

•iflg Alian to their cotmcil) «6 1 was <Atiged to i^ 

scond, but how you are to^condact'yo^t e&top- 

-prise with a&y prospect of saocesst as moire ihan 

I can divine in the present. in^&nce.—^£ver sinc^ 

-weeame here> the guards have been doubled^ th6 

"gaaMson* itrengthened^ aifd kept so much on the 

tiletty that- they could tutn out' at a imnute's yr^m^ 

ilig, dtbeir by night or by day j aiid akhough ifl 

-Ai» bad been done itiider a ^ow of {nendfihipy ^and 

to enabto "^eniy as they set forth, to*tceat u» widk 

moi^Tespect, yet we are itched so closer that 

«irery'Gr«ime is attended bytwoKeriies^-^and 

^hentherei^FatherJasp^, as they' call hiiQ, pok* 

hig 'his'faoge wn(»)ical nose into ^enrery eornar $ 

and midi » h» j^eeming ubiqnily that I Teril^ be* 

liev^ therd js-^ndt ^ -i^t •of ground within the 

precincts of the castle, on which, if 3^00 desoribo 

fttsirele^tbuB'— and ptenonnoe a cc9i}ur0'te*^hiit 

pop^yoaiiave himin'themiddleof it/'-^atthat 

inaitaflt, the priest etood between them. Eppie 

istottiiig'back^ tittered an exclanatian, and clapped 

her hand'tO'Where her^swerd usedto be suspend? 

M 
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- aI, whilst Roderick, trith horror depicted ia crciy 
Jeatore, mntteicd between Iiis teeth a ptoos ep. 
^«ulatioii to bis patroa saint. 
• Fiithet Jasper said (iMtring at the same time,) 
.** I come to inforiD you. Madam, that Sir Ro- 
' flnld waits voor leisure in bis stadj." So saj- 
iagy be stalked ofF, sfaottiog the door with a 
,> WKutg after him. " la the name of Ciod, how 
E he in?" cried Roderick. " By tbe door 
['Iwhich you jncaatinosly left opea," &he replied,— 
, ^ I must go — attend me here on my return, — and 
f hold yooiselfin readiness to set out for Kirkclaugh 
row morning." " I shall be fully prepared 
m Sat ray journey," he answered ; '• butone thing per- 
nit me to caution you against on tbe present occa- 
sion, be all resignation and seeming acquiescents : 
I will be more explicit on my retnni ;" so saving 
they inrted. 

Had the List trumpet sounded its dreadful re- 
veillie in SirRonald's cat's, it could not have taken 
bim worse prepared ibau he vras for the avowal 
made him by Eppic. She bad no sooner left hiin, 
ihui he sent for his sister, and laid before her the 
sumof theirconference. She listened xvitliout ma- 
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lEiifestiog aoy token of Borprise ; and, io her torn, 
narrated the colloquy which passed between Alllm 
and Eppie, to which she had become an oawiUing 
auditor. <<But this is arcase^'' she continued, *^ thai: 
requires no deliberatioo- Her services have .been 
important^ let her reward be pmcely ^ let bf^r 
return {rom whence she came, laden with, ^gi^s 
till even avarice itself cry,.Hold-~but all bejiOifd 

that is madness .^'-.--^^She certaudy^*^ replied JS^fip* 
naidy *^ saved AUan^s life ; and alas, I feel^ that Md 
he fallen, I had not long survived him— .besides, 
should he really be attached to her" — ^^^ AUan^sAt- 
tachment>'^ interrupted she, <^ can he nothingbjut 
the childish ebullitions of overweening gratitude ; 
and he may, from his igiionuice of th&world, have 
beenledto consider her the most amiable of her sex, 
merely because she didnot possess that native dell- 
cacy of character, which would have induced the 
truly feminine mind toshrink fromtheadvances she 
has made him— and much more, from the propo. 
sals she hath, with' such unblushing effrontery, sub- 
mitted for your consideration.-~Allan, I pro- 
mise you, will be ruled by you, without feeling any 

mighty sacrifice on his part; but even should it 

m2 



4^'^bHi^i$e/^a ilfa^t -t)^ AMi eitfaer mighi 
Mre beet], icfi^nnrst be tte don^uetice df your de- 
^feftml^tfae ptbpb'^efl HllSkMt ysiiid though I do not 
^d even to-ydu in afltefefion fbr tny amiittte ne- 
)^ktW^ yet i*otiia%*Wlth ^or^hflilkteg tieArtes, wn^ 

t^^'ikiht 'kst^iit TiiAy wide to the torfibcJf life 
taShld 'iiidtherjiaiM-with niy t)wn hanfl^M Out 
Teiyiianw^ ftom "ihe^ttrnfib oflhe ndtion, rathet- 
tfrifti he should evci^ tall 'the ridbbet'Oraeme fk- 
thter. '- <•■■'• ■ •■■■•■ ' ■' ' ; 

^ ^*«BW Father Jaspei-wBfbring'A^ 
tvlB'Sooi! team the progress Miisiffkirfcastnaci^ 
fitrtrihhiigem*' ^ 

lOnliis ^ppearatice/tSs fath^ 3feai«d Kim to 
be seated, and said, '* I seit ttt yoti,* Allan, for 
the purpose Of asking i a 'ffeiv^trestiotts, ^nd beg 
you will answer ttie SfigehnOtody." ''My dearest 
father/' he i-eplied/htirt by the inference, «* did I 
everaaswerOtherWise?** *' Well, then, did you ever 
solicitthe'haBkd of Eppie Graeme m marriage >'*_ 
i'lTever?' ^ Did you ever, either directly or indi- 
rectly, give her to understand that you felt a sen- 
timent in her favour, ivhich might induce you to 
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piefei: her to the rest of her sex.?" '^ Ilapv^.ofteMk 
epK:pres8ecl my gratitud^.to '1^ in th» wwm^st juaihi 
i^^and' wished, for an.'^ppoi^iuutjr, of eviapii^r 
it by more weighty argumjeats tbm >ifO|ds*; huih 
beyond .that, no feeUng 0c deolaraliiiM.ey^ weat^ 
tb^t could lead to thecooclusi^ jiptbQiqueistim*'^ 
<<Oi)^ wofd more^and 1 hayei^oi^ If Ipftthe on^ 
controlled ma^t^r of your QWDiraetjio93»t woidd;y9ii4 
m^e Eppie: Qi^nie }'oiir wife ^" *< Ikiir £Mbe% 
vihiy tlwLt qii#atipj)L ? Has therft.bq?^hapFjthiii|^iOj 
my preyikma conduct, that could for a moment ](e$^ 
tutte, confilusipn^ that I have been mp^did>in 
my SBpliee? I am fatly sensible pf>thedebttil,pw^> 
her9:and oC the magnitude of thQ s^rvkse^^fa^ \mih 
readei^ Dot to.me^ o^ly^l^ut. tp:us all; apd api 
hi^ is th^ swell in my bosom at tiii^ momqiittj 
that, I could fi^t for her, and ey^i. die m hjer> d€^; 
fence ; and . wiiatever the provocstioav may he,, I; 
will never lift, my hand agsjpst her life, Nay^^ 
£ftrther, as she seems to lanticipAte her fatl^er's rrn^r 
geance Sf^n: her truly aoU^ pondn^t towards, m€^^ 
rather than a hair of her head ^uld be injuredy. 
I woiuld accompany hep to Kirkclaugli, and ^er, 
liver mj'selfupa i>riso^^» to remaUn ,a^ the meix:jt 



TtIC STAVDAKD OT DENM^BK ; 



4f Ac ra8» till noMmeil : Bnt to ibmtt ba I— 
— Z wDmU mber lem m mibvried boacs ia 
[ the deepest dt^gcon «f brr fathers castle, xhm 
Y Ac^ of fSe and )R)«Tly aa such Icnss.** 

■ ** I am i]itile atiffied,'* replied Sr KosaJd. 

' "Tow n^T DOW T«ltrc, b<t ^ar son, nitb tlie >ssar- 

e that I wootd not compnifBee ibe hoooiir of 

lily boDse, bot Tear peace oT miMt, for all tlie 

»lti] the world bas to bestow. Too may retire 

(Of dster ; and Fflber Jasper, ^s he gees, will ia~ 

fcrra Eppie Gneme that I n^rait her leisure." 

She fouDd Sir Ronald paciDg his closet, and 

AraM not bclp noticing the air of haughty reserve 

that deepened tlie wnnktes on bis forebesd, and 

heightened the tinge on his dieek. He desired her 

to'beseated, bat she contiitued standing. Be then 

proceeded, in the most delicate manner, to inronn 

her, that after giving lici proposal every considera- 

I -tioD, he felt himsdf under the necessity of declia- 

■iDg; the honour she intended him ; and had to beg 

on Itis part, that she wonld condescend to receive 

[ *ft remuneration moie 3<lc<]nate to the intporlance 

, . of the Gerrice'she had rendered, and that he could 

with more propriety bestow, and she triih more 
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advantage receive, than the one petitioned for < 
tbat, keeping his son's youth 9ad the influence of 
her early habits, in a moral point ofvieW, entirely* 
out ^ the question, he should only consider tikm 
pnobable effects in the 'event of aa union -with 
bim*' ' . •■ - ' . • 

*i ^ You have, jBx)m your infancy," he said, «^ been 
acteustomed not to obey, but to coocunand men, 
sEBd'those too, of the most turbulent charact^^-^. 
and who could only be kept under control by fre« 
quent example,andrigbrous chastisement* Could 
itifor amoment be supposed, Madam,that yoticbuld 
aD at once 1^ aside princi|rfes on which you have 
uniformly acted, and assume in their stead, domes**' 
tio virtues, of whose very existence you ane at 
this moment ignorant— and that, instead of brav- 
ing danger in the battle's front, and leading your 
troops on to victory and plunder,' you should all 
at once assume the milder features of your sex's 
character, and become the enduring, passive, obe- 
dient helpmate of man. This wonld be a meta- 
morjrfiofflis too important to be effected by thefe-: 
veridb glow of a transient passion.«>«But to sum up 
the whole, I have examined Allan, and find his 
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seotiiDeiits to be perfectly iu ddIsoii wiUi my own. 
His gralituiie is unbouDded, and there is no men- 
fice, short of becoming your husband, he is not 
(«Ady to make in your service. Weigh the circnm. 
stances I have laid before you dispassiouatdy in 
yonr own raind, and it will iustruct you how slen- 
der your chance of happiness would be, were your 
, vnslies acceded to. I shalL eudeavour lo obviate 
I *]K>ur father's wrath, which he laight iudu^ at 
'your expence on the present occasion, by send- 
•ing in lieu of the ship you liave returned, two of 
' equal burden ; and as he has a number of prison- 
era, who may have exhausted his store of pmvi. 
sious, they shall be la/)en with such things as yoiL 
think will be most acceptable ; — and for the ran- 
som of Allan and his crew. I will pay you five 
thousand merks of gold ; and if you can suggest 
' wty thing else tliat might be agrceiible to him, it 
v-diall freely be added. • 

- "One tiling may be mentioned, which, should. 
the question at issue terminate in an amicable ar- 
langenient, niay eventually be of the greatest ad- 
T»t^e to your father, both in a moral and poli- 
tical point of view. — ^Yoa cannot be ignorant el' 
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tlie fact, that foe causes not neGc^aaxy to mcnljont 
he is a proscribed outlaw, with a price set od bin 
head, and tliat nothing but the distracted stnte of 
the kingdom, preveulB a foTCC being sent agaiost 
liim, BulHcient to reduce his castle, when the only 
alternative left him would be submissioo or flight. 
Weretbe latter practicable, and if taken, you are 
well aware he would have no mercy shewn him, 
Now, should he be disposed to give security for 
his good conduct iu future, I shall use my interest 
to free him from the attainder, and thereby restore 
liim to his rank in society, aud the favour of his 
sovereign,— You will communicate this to your 
father, aud oa receiving a favourable message from 
hiin, I shall instantly make the necessary applica- 
tion, where I have every hope of success.'" 

During this address, F.p[>ie seemed to be strug- 
gling under the influence of some passion which 
required her utmost eflorts to subdue. The ra- 
pid strides with which she measured the apart- 
ment ; her involuntary starts ; ihe deep tinge that 
dyed her cheek, and the Hashes that shot fromher 
dark eye, all bore sufficient evidence of the tumal- 
tuoHs state (if her feelings. At last, dimving her- 
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self up to her fall length) she stood erect in front 
of the knight, and, in a subdaed voice, replied,— 
'* It gives me gieat pain. Sir Konald, to discover 
that you cannot divest yourself of certain preja- 
dices, which induce a belief that it would be in- 
consistent with my character to do a good action, 
without some either direct or latent motive of 
self-iuterest at its bottom. It must ever operate 
as a severe tax on the returning penitent, that 
the malice of the world will not give him credit 
for the sincerity of his intentions of abandoning 
the paths of vice, and returning to the sanctuary 
of virtue, without the sinister stimulus of some 
occult principle, altogether at variance with the 
character he uishos to assume. This most un- 
christian feeling has been the ruin of thousands, 
and, so long as persisted in, will ruin thousands 
more : For, who would ever attempt the irksome 
task of self-reformation, with such a host of un- 
charitable suspicions lurking around them, giving 
a false colouring to every action, and like the 
viper, extracting poison out of the fairest flower? 

" Pardon my warmth, which has been called^ 
ferth on the present occasiou by your illiberal ia-~<4 
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sinufl^ioDs that I am incapable of, doit^g a Tirtti^ 
ous action for its own sake, without keeping mi 
view some abstract prospect of, personal adviEtn- 
tage. I again repeat^ for the last 'time, that-I' 
will not receive any remuneration on account of 
the^services I have rend^ed you ; nor will I fore* 
go the proud Flection, that the daughter of Duri 
gald Grsdmef the outlaw — or robber, if you will, 
hais an uncancelldfl-debt of gratitude standing aver 
against the house of Cruggleton, for thftt safety 
and protection tliey could not have at the time 
afforded themselves* And although J am not a- - 
ware 'of any attainder that has drawn a bar sinia^ 
ier over my father's shield, yet if any such exi^- 
^t you can rembve^ he must thank you in per« 
son. With r^ard to the subject which led to this 
discussion^ 1 have yet. to apologise. Misled by 
appearances, I too incautiously embraced the er* 
tor, that "what I sun now satined arose only from 
the fervid ema&ations^of a grateful heartj had a* 
risea from feelings of a softer nature. And I too ' 
rashly aeted on this (supposition, tdthout duly 
weighing the consequences of a pr^nalure dis^ 
-<K)very of my sentiments. I have only now, in ^ 
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my turu, to beg tliat you will |KU'don, aad forget 
thut ever such a declaration was made. 

*' I shall trespass oa your hospitality for tbfb 
time meutioaed, aud shall avail myself of yoi 
permisBion to send over a messenger, to aunouuoft j 
whea I will return to my father's house, and tit I 
procure me an escort home. Permit me now b^ I 
retire, and when we meet again, I trust the ne- 
gociations of this day will, by ail parties, Jie 
buried in oblivion, andnever thought of more/' 

While thi^ iuter\'iew was passing in Sir RonaldV 
study, one equally impartant waa in fall progceat 
between his sister and Father Jasper. He had 
heard enough of the colloquy between Eppie and 
Roderick, to convince him that some plot was 
hatching, but of what nature he had yet to learo. 
One part of it did not escape lum, however, whi«lt, 
was the appointment for a second conference, and 
he insisted on the necessity of, by some means or 
other, becoming acquainted with the subject under 
discussion, and its result. To this su^eationthela^ 
dy moat religiously echoed Amen ; but how that 
was to be effected was the question. At last she- 
i-ecollected that there was in l'j);)ie'4 chamln*. 
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a'leces&v^hii folding doors, which bad at lone time 
been ufied as a waidiobe^ bUt'WBi^ tio\fetiifty. lu 
thirshe proposed ^he'{>rief^'dboald be Ibcked up» 
fvitba promiiBe of fibeiating hiHi^iB soon as the £»- 
tiafy 'didnld be assenibled in tlie hall foir «U{^]«r* 
ragathst 1^ anrangement^ thb f^h^r loudly ob- 
jeetedy^tatbg dteTisds: he sfaoidd mn^ if detected 
bjrtwo such desperateeharacteiBi^that he wasoften 
tBoiiUediv2£irirt^EuiBg%oiigfa>tii^fai(ifa be eould not 
SKppress; and'^lien' these objectiobswere oTeiv 
tided^ he faopcd/oainliipectiony tbepIsRse^bidd be 
found not sufficientlyoapstcSoos for his biilk. No 
aItei!inatmiibw'rem!Edbed^^ but make the 

csi^eriment, and be fdUxywed fam'kidy to tbe fat^ 
dmbber^r invoking' ihe ptoteietibn of 'every saint 
ki' the im!»ai/and prayitigmost fervently t^ftt the 
aperhnre might beoido^flsairforfhim. Nay, tsnch 
was his terror, that he wouldfaaveconrpounded for 
the loss of a leg or an arm, could he thereby faavts 
guaranteed his safety from the daggers of the 
dreaded conspirators ; snd when he heard diekey 
grate in the rusty lock, and saw the tomb in which 
he was tobe inhumed, ^ ope its ponderous jaws'^ 
toreceivehim, his terrors overcame hitn afresh. 
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sod lie resolutely refused to enter. The lady com - 
moiided liiin on his allegiance to proceed, that lie 
might be locked up before the interview was at 
an end ; and when his knees fnirly refused their of- 
fice, she took him by the shonlder, and pushed 
him in. He found the place not so limited iu its 
dimensions as he at first imagined. It contained 
a low shelf, on which he could ait down. He was 
then cautioned notto lose a single word of the con- 
versation, and having again received a promise of 
libei'ation as soon as the belt rang, he was locked 
up, and left to his meditations, 

£ppie no sooner returned to her chamber, than 
she sent for Roderick, and laid before him the 
conversation she had with Sir Konald, wlthont 
reserve, and craved his advice as to the best meaus 
of carrying Allan off her prisoner. He replied, 
that as the measure she proposed was fraught 
with danger, wherein one false step might be fa- 
tal to thein all, it required to be embarked in 
with the utmost prudence ^ that, ever since she 
first honoured him with her conEdence on the 
subject, he had given it much of his serious con- 
sideration ; and he believed, if she possessed suf-, 
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ficient lesolution to carry it into effect, he had 
hit on an expedient which could not fail of put~ 
ting not only Allan, but the castle and all it con- 
tained, entirely inta hex gower :— -^ Have you 
ever heard the story of ^ the Boatman and the 
Standard of iDeomark ?^" On hi^jiepljdng in the 
negative^ he continued,— ^^ Then I must tell it 
you ;^t is a wi)d |^gen4^a>Ad.wa^, recited to me 
by a sentinel, as- 1 kept the turret ivatch with 
him one evening y. but. he assuredipe it, had ob- 
tained nniyersal belirf in the castle* That fisu^t 
alone lenders it necessary for you to be, ac- 
iquainted'lvith it; and besides, lam of'opinion^ 
that domethinig' ma;^ be struck out of it whiich 
may maiterially forward your views.'* Shie nod- 
ded dssent, and, desiring him to be seated, a3 she 
was all.attention, hebc^an a^ follows 
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ifM^ the locffi tf l|«ltp|re]^hunii)- 

Iron sleet of airo^jrshowtr, 

Hurtles in the darkened air.'* Gray. 
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'^ SoM£ centuries agQ^ EUco^ EUoff of Benmar];^ 
j(or ^f Norwayi as some authors Bjay^ meditatij(\gf^ 
clescent on Dublin, sailed from Orkney ivitb;^ 
PMghl^ .fleet, which; oa. entering th« naoow >^ 
that separate theaorth of Iceland from GaUow^» 
were assailed by a terrible storm, and so complete- 
ly scattered, that the kiug^ with two ships only, 
sought refuge from its fury in Wigtown bay. Ha- 
CO, having cast anchor opposite to Cruggleton, he 
despatched a messenger to the castle to communi- 
cate to the knight to whom it belonged, the rank 
of his visitor, with the cause of his coming, and 
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to obtflin shelter for his ships till repaired, a sup- 
ply of provisions aai other necessaries, and last- 
ly, that proper accommodations might be provi- 
ded for bis majesty ia the castle dui'ing his stay. 
The chief of the Kerlies of that day was at a loss 
how to act, in this critical jancture, as on the one 
hand, he wished by all meaas to avoid giving of- 
fence to such a relentless and vindictive tyiant 
as Haco, who atsome future time, might take am- 
ple vengeance for any real or pretended insult be 
might receive ; so on the other, he was fully de- 
termined not to admit within his walls such 
treacherous guests. He therefore sent back the 
messengers laden with such refreshments as he 
could furnish on the spur of the occasion, with 
pilots to conduct them to a bay about two miles 
to the northward of the castle, where they would 
find every convenience they could wish for, ad- 
ding, that supplies of all kinds of necessaries 
shoold be sent them, and if found requisite, a num^ 
ber of mechanics should assist in forwarding their 
I'epairs V— be apologised for not waiting on the king 
in person, and as the castle iviis undergoing some 
extensive, though necessary repairs, he was sorry 
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ry he could not have the honour of receiviug him 
a? his guest. Witli this answer Haco seemed satis- 
fied. He sailed for the place pointed out by the 
chief, where, having lauded his troops and stores, 
,iuid pitched his camp, he instantly commenced 
1 enquiry into the extent of the injury he bad 
r^eived, and took, measures for having them set 
to rights without loss of time. This afiected show 
of cordiality on his part, however, was all as- 
BDmed, The prudence and foresight of Kerlle 
had for the time defeated the object ou which he 
had set liis heart. He had viewed the castle 
from the sea, and entertaining the most exalted 
idea of Its strength and localities, had formed the 
resolution, that on gaining adraisaion, of which lie 
never doubted, he would seize, and hold it as a 
key to the southern counties of Scotland^-an ob- 
ject, in which had he succeeded, that would have 
been a fatal blow to the welfare and prospe- 
rity of the kingdom . Jjaffled in one instance, 
however, he did not abandon his design; but 
atill kept up a friendly intercourse with the 
castle ; and the farther to lull their suspicions to 
rest, be issued the strictest orders, thiit none of 
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his ti'oops should wander beyond the precincts of 
the camp, nor be found strolling near the castle, on 
P^n of Lis bigh displeasure ; and that all his cor- 
respondence should be mainttklned by an aged domes- 
tic, whoinvariably went and came by sea,and who- 
was known by the designation of the Old Boatman. 
" Underall this seeming shew of friendship, how- 
ever, the Kerlics by no means felt themselves at 
ease — their suspicions liad been completely awak- ■ 
ened, and every trifle afterwards became to them 
matter of alarm. They wereimpatient at thetanly 
pK^ress the repali-s were making, and could not 
avoid occasional comments ou the increastog ire- 
quency of the boatman's visits. These were 
made on the most frivolous pretences — and th^ 
kad even delected him, when be ibougbt himself 
unobserved, exainining the fortifications with a 
keenness of scrutiny, which by no means seir- 
ed to allay their apprehensions,— particularly, 
when, in forwarding some repairs, the workjnen, 
having found the drawbridge ton weak to per- 
mit the conveyance of some very weighty mate- 
rials m'er it from tlie country, had been un- 
der the necessity (^ streogtlientDg it by a icui- 
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poraryciecCioD, which, fertile time, preveuteit its 
being raised. To the bridge, tiierefore, they ofteu 
found the atteatioa of theOld Boatman particularly 
directed ; and as often aa he found he had attract- 
ed the notice of any other person, lie withdrew 
in seeming confusion .^From all these circum- 
stances, they were convinced that some plot was 
contemplated inimical to their safety, btitofwhati 
nature they were anable to discover. ^ 

" It fortunately happened, however, [hat tb* 
JKerlie had in his service, a man who had been a 
priaoner to the Danes for some years, and who 
spoke their language. Him he singled out, and 
having arrayed hiui like a Danish soldier, aeut 
himiatothe camp to play the eaves-dropjier — and 
to bring what discoveries he could make to his 
master. This person contrived to elude the vigi- 
lance of the sentinels^and in the dusk of the 
evening made his way in, and by concealing him- 
self in the royal tent, where he was informed a 
council of the chiefs were about to assnnble, by 
order of the king, he heard the whole plan of at- 
tack finally arranged, and the succeeding night 
iiied on for carrying it into efiect. As soon as. 
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the couQcil bioke up, lie made liis escape in the 
Bam9 maoQer by wliich he had entered, and laid 
the particulars before his chief, which amoimted 
to this, that the Sacea Iiad, in their expedition, 
canied with them theiir famous enchanted or. sa- 
cred Standard, the gift, as they pretended, of the 
three Destinies, or Scandinavhin fates, to one of 
their former sovereigns, sent by ihe hand of a 
mighty sorceress, who informed him that its tex*. 
turenas woven out of tlie mane of aliou — and that 
to preserve its virtue unimpaired, it was necessary 
that the raven on its field, should be fed at mid* 
night with human blood.* Many surprising virtues 
were attributed to this mysterious Standard, one of 
the most important of which was, < that when un- 
furled, the spear on which it was elevated, shal^ 
en to the fonr iviuds of heaven, and the aid of tlie 
three sisters invoked bv name, every time it was 
so shaken, they would then appear to the stan- 
dard-bearer, seated amidst the boiling eddies of 
a thunder cloud, armed each with a bow, and 
arrows pointed with lightning, aud sailing on the 
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wlnga of the tempest, scattering ruin and desola- 
tion amidst theranksof the enemies of Denmark, 
and at the same time rendering botli the standard 
and its bearer invuloerable.' 

" This mysterious Ensign was to be committed to 
the charge of the Old Boatman— nlio was to ap- 
proach the castle after it was dark, and to gain 
admission by a pretended message from the king. 
He wns then to nnfurl his standard, and rush to 
the gate opposite the draiv-bridge, and there await 
the arrival of the Danes, who (rere to be posted 
in ambu'^h in the immediate vicinity of the castle, 
and to whom the storm was to hare been the sig- 
nal that the spell had taken eflect. They were 
then to march over the bridge and assault the gate, 
whicli they imagined the accumulating horrors of 
the supernatural phenomena, would render an 
easy purchase; and when once in, every individu- 
al was to be put to the s(vord. The Kerlies lost 
not a moment in providing for their safety ; — the 
repairs were suspended, the temporary erections 
removed, and the bridge raised, the vassals quietly 
called in, and all ia silence awaited the issue, 

" AtltuttheeveDtFuI eveaing arrived. Sometime 
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aller it was dark, the Old Soatman was eeea ap- 
proachiag the harbour. Beiug hailed by the sen- 
tinels, he replied that he brought 3 message from 
the king to their cliief, as he intended to sail in 
the moraing, the repairs being completed. He 
was admitted, and the instant he landed was seiz- 
ed by a guard, who took the Standard from him, 
and having bound him, carried him into the 
court of the castle, where the whole garrison was 
drawn up under arms. In the centre a gallows 
was elected, and he was ordered up for immedi- 
ate esecutioD, 

" Tlie veteran turned witha look of contempt to 
the chief, and said, ' Think not because I haye 
fnilediacarrying my sovereign's orders into effect,' 
that you are thereby rendered secure. The fatal 
Standard ia within your walls, and your castle, in 
conse(|uence thereof, becomes a fief of the crown 
of Denmark. Such are our laws, and as such I 
claim it in behalf of my royal master. See that 
dark portentous cloud that rises m solenm majes- 
ty from the west, and whose fiery outHuo glows 
like a furnace from the reflection of the rising 
moon : there sits enthroned the Sisters of Den- 
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k nark— I see tbe quiver of Frigs, the treble shield 
' 9f Saagrida, aud the epear of Hilda. They come 






claims, and to bear it 



mpli 



to their airy halls ! I c 



— 1 come — descend i; 



I your chariot of clouds, aud i-eceive my depart- 
I }flg spirit !' At that luomeat a peal of low inut" 
^ tcmg thuuderdied away to the north, wheu, cast- 
' iBg his eye westward with a flasii of ivild rapture, 
I )» cried, < My prayer Is heard ; and this night, 
^d or alive, will I uufml the fatal Standard on 
your walls; — and not this night only, but onevery 
succeeding auDiversary, till the end of time, shall 
I its dufiky volumes wave over your baitleisents, iu 
I -fdceii of your subjection to the crown of Den- 
mark. — I now go to quaff from the sculls of mine 
' enemies the bloodof the celestial vintage — toscouc 
the fields of aether on theateadsof Odin — to paint 
the meteors of the pole — to point the lightning, 
•nd to barb the hail.' So saying, be contrived to 
, fiee one of his haads, aud drawing a coocealed 
I daggei, plunged it in his bosom, and ei^ired. in a 
I moment. 

'^TheDaues waital long for the magicvil signal, 
but nothing beyond the ordinary coarse of eventi 



A TALE. OF CnUGGLETON CASTLE. 201 

inviting tlieni forward, thev sent a small piquet, 
who cautiously approached the drawbridge, which 
tliey fouud raised ; and from this and some otlia 
precautions wliicli had been adapted, they became 
assured that their plot had been discoveied. 
They iheret'oie withdrew to their camp with all 
]KWBib1e secreey, using every precaution to guard 
against surprise, nhere, btiikiug their tents, and 
getting every thing on board, they sailed by day- 
light, and were never. more heaid of.—Their sa- 
cred Standard was thus left In possession of the 
Keriies, who, being equally supei'stitious with the 
Danes themselves, respecting the virtues of the en- 
chanted ensign, held a council of war on what 
should be done with it, Many conflicting opi- 
nions were given on the subject ; but the majoiity, 
alarmed at the threatened visit of the boatman, 
and of their mysterious subjugation to the crown 
of Denmark, voted that it should be coramilteil 
to the flames. And to carry this resolution into ef- 
fect, a huge pile was erected in the court-yard, 
and the unfortunate raven was on the eve of hav- 
ing his plumage singed, when, just as they had 
tied it to a slake in llic n^iddle, and were apply- 
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ing the torch to kindle the fire, a peal of thun- 
der shook the castle to its foundation, and a fe- 
male figure of gigantic stature saatched it from 
the pile, and soaring aloft, was lost in the bosom 
of the cloud. 

" The boatman, it is believed, has kept his pro- 
mise, or rather thrmt, and not only on the night 
of his death, but on the same night of erery suc- 
teediiig year, the small boat, with its rower, is 
seen to approach the harbour at midnight ; the 
spectre lands and the guards fly before it, leaving 
every gate open in their retreat : It marches for- 
ward to the turret, fronting the drawbridge 
ivhere the standard ia displayed, till the cock 
orows, when a Kerychariot descends, into which 
he mounts, and after encircling the castle three 
times, waving the flag, soars aloft, and disappears 
in a stream of brilliant light. Now, two nights 
only have to elapse, till the period of his annual 
visit returns, being the evening of the day on 
which you purpose leaving the castle. — 1 shall 
go over to Kirkclangh, and offer such reasons for 
your conduct as I know must satisfy your father, 
and if he will be guided by me, I shall engage 
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to place the castle and its prond cliief at liis nieicy. 
My plan is, that you depart at the time appoint' 
ed, and return at night in the habiliments of the 
Spectre Boatman, not forgettiog your Standard; 
that the whole of your father's forces embark., 
and follow you at a short distance in profound si- 
lence. When you gain the harbour, yoa sliail dis- 
play a small torch on the point of vour spear ; 
this shall he the signal that the sentinels are lied. 
"Your friends must thtn pull in with ntuHled oars, 
and follow you at a short dietance up the dangs- 
i-ous acclivity, and the court- yard once gained, all 
is our own, — as the garrison, taken so completely 
by surprise, will be incapable of making any se- 
rious resistance. It will then be easy to force the 
gates by fire, — or even to threaten the castle it- 
self with the same element, iihould they refu!ie to 
surrender at discretion. 

" But this is auticipating the worst and most im- 
probable event that could happen, as the Kerlies, 
on the first alarm, will rush out, sod your father 
will have ample provision made for thcirreception. 
And when the combat, or rather slaughter is rag- 
ing around, how fasy will it Ite for you to single 
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out Allan— and even the knight, if you wish it, 
and carry tbem oa board your Tessel as prisoners, 
wad I have a presentimeot that the rest must be 
at your father's disposal. 

"There ieonly one tiling in the aboTC arrange- 
neat, to which you can oSer any serious objec- 
don— that is, the personilication of the spectre 
J)aiie, and the hazard you run of coming in con- 
tact wllli the real boatman ; but this you may 
avoid, by anticipating his time of appearing for an 
hour — nor conldhe, if a true Dane, possibly take 
ofience at your assumiag )iis semblance, to assure 
you success in an expedition wherein lie failed,— 
or probably the wlioje is a fiction ; but as it has 
gained a firm belief iu the castle, it makes abke 
for your puipose as if it were true. — I have now 
told you my story, ajid tlie plot on which you are 
to rear your superstructure, and wait your an- 

!r." 

" You have been inspired by the spirit of the 
Dane/' Eppie cried, jumping up in a transport, 
and grasping bis band, — " your plot is divine, and 
shall be acted on to the letter, — and if myiath^ 
engages for his part^ it cannot fai! ; go, and pre- 
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pare for your journey in the mornings — as the 
pinnace must return for me on the ensuing day^~. 
and then, Cruggleton^ stand fast, for I will shake 
thy walls, from the battlements to the foundation^ 
and teach thy haughty master that I am not to 
be insulted with impunity, liet us now separate 
for the night ; norxnustlbesiispected of holding 
any secret borr^ponden^ vrith you^ more than 
the rcfst of my followers. I shall therefore, be- 
fore your departure, give you what instructions 
I may think proper in public — and be sure you 
are one of . the party that yetunad for me, aa 
lahall be most aeidous to learn your reception • 
froiB iDT father, and if he^ ^ll fall in with oujt 
plaii.-^I hear the bell, so 'good night/' Sfaetbea 
ai^ted her )il»^ aad Jiafitened to Ibtf MU. 
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' The knight's sister waited with impatience 
the breaking up of the conference ; and as soon 
an she had lodged Eppie fairly in the iiall, she 
hastened to liberate the priest. She found him. 
more dead than alive : — his face livid ; his j(nnt9 
trembling ; and large drops of perspiration ex- 
uding from every pore. '' Well, what discove- 
ries have you made ? Tell me all at ouce.'' " Dis- 
coveries !" he replied ; " O bring me to the open 
air, and give me a little water, for the sake of 
the blessed virgin — or even should it be only tvine. 
— O, Saint Niuian help us, or we shall soon all 
be suiting on thuuder clouds, amidst gigantic wo- 
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nieu, black fitaodards, and old boatnieo ; wiiile en- 
chanted ravens and eavage Danes, drink out 
blood out of their own sculls ! O, 'tis an infer- 
nal plot, and if we do not escape, the castle will 
be whirled three times round the battlements in a 
chariot of fire, and carried off in a clap of thun- 
der !" '* V\by, Father Jaaper, recollect youiself. 
Tour witB have gone a wooL-gathering. These 
are the ravings of a distempered brain. Take 
time, and arrange your scattered ideas, and fa- 
vour me with something like a consistent narra- 
tive, that if any danger be rear us, we may be 
prepared either to meet, or avoid it." " O, lady, 
danger indeed is near us ; — it is above our headp ; 
— it is below our feet j — it comes armed with 
barbed lightning and pointed hail ; — (t comes a^ 
midst red cauldrons of pitchy darkness, and the 
moon in the middle of it." " This is downright 
frenzy ; — retire to your cLamber, atid I will apo- 
logise for your absence from supper; — and try, 
by the time I retnrn, to rally your scattered sen- 
ses, and have your discoveries reduced to a tangi- 
ble shape." " O, lady, forgive me, for horror 
has frozen the current in my veius, and sent th« 
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tai^ine atream back Like icicles to iny heai-t. 
i kaow not whut I have said, but return as eood 
as you caa* aad biiog Sir Hoaald inth yoo, ae 
vfhai 1 liave to tell involvca the safety of as all.* 

Ab soon as tbo compnny retired, the trio met 
ia the lady's apactmeat, and Father JaaperhaWug 
got the better of his fears, gave a cin^umstautial 
^tail of what Uie reader has already been inform- 
ed. TiiB lady then stated her previous suapi- 
cious of the good f:uth of the Gncmes, and that 
the seeiniug magnanimity of ilppie was only a 
otoak to disguiae some latent treachery ;— that 
certain inadvertencies on the part of their gnest, 
had iirst awakeued her suspicious of some deep 
desigD against Allan. These she purposely de. 
layod making htm acquainted with, till she should 
be in possession of some tangible fact, on which 
she could rest her accusation, which, by the good 
Buuiagemeut of Father Jasper, she dow fortunate* 
ly was. 

Sir Ronald, after thaoklug them for their 
zeal and alacrity, added, that the plot itself gave 
him little uneasiness, as it rehired only to 
be known to be defeated. But how to proceed in 



guest, was the p$VM[rt^i^ {Nii«4tol^.tiif|^: TijUe^My 

mt^ imi ofibf^ itself £w e^turfviting 4u9.mM f f 
iQlib^rs aimI pift'^tea } 9^ ^boiddj^ fixvu a^y WP- 
t«ib9ii priiiHMqple of l/^iuty, j^^^ ^.aT^ hiswilf 
^ k» ito ]ii^iUd.li^ iMP^en^ to t4s CUm) iw4 Ihb 
country, for evex^ a(^ of i^eupe mi vm4lV^ 
4jMy wji^t tl^^ie^fter cjoowPiit i^^1|tia.t «QOA were 

flolifcffljy ¥>.8ui6N &oa&4^^^ ^tm<^in^;ciy mkm- 

fi^tjed UtiWi^ "die wbglQ of. it» tji^t,4lt pomii^* 
ture period ^gbt: l^||4tQ mi||Qiie#)w;6NiUl 3(««h 
jnii^iQii ill fu^^. §bi^fb em^4 ^ in tfa« i^otal 

jri^ Qf his h^UAQ* Tb«y sjG^sgeffti^'tlie piiDpp^jr 
i^f}^ym tb^ wMleb^foTO^^QOUiiipil ofbip^^^n^ 
^4 beMig i^ s<¥a3^ me^su^e gpiAod by: their 

qpipioijfi. Thif \^mg beep dpafli thf^ iKioU 

wi»^ tb^: tb^: p^?«m^,ffbQMM bfi «U9Wi4 to:^ 
by tbl^ sffaf?^ tb»y bii^ ba4 &<^ tbe du tyu f ti iBi 
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' of others ;' ' and ^tfaat ISir RointU eoiAd obtoia 
wfl£s ft pledge of safety for Eppie. 
' ' The leadef is refened to the iotrodiietMii 'fiir 
' the localities of Griiggleton, and onlyreqnies to 
be Teminded,' that a winding path kd optvatds 
frdm the harbdar to the castle, and that it wai'in^ 
- tersected by a waH, having a gitte and- poitettUis 
at the high water-mark, and the same defenoes 
at the entry into the cooit-yard. • - •* - ■ 

The plan of operations for the approacfaitig coll* 
test having beeti finally arranged, they, as a fiotber 
measure bfprecantion, ordered two of their best 
vessels to be manned with picked ^rewa^ and to bp 
silently withdrawn iof tliedosk of i!h^«vening, «ad 
placed in an amba8h,in a small cove, for the por^ 
pose of cntting^ off the lebneat- of the fleet. 

Nothing particnlatHHscmred during the remain- 
ing period of Eppie*s visit. l%eday of her de- 
parture at lebgth arrived $ a few words fixHa Ro- 
derick informed her, that her father wa& fully 
satisfied with the explanation given him; that 
he entered warmly into her plans; and thatev<»ry 
thmg would be found in readiness 6n her arrival, 
for givinfic fall effect to them. She was overjoyed 
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:tt the inforitiatio»9 and hastened, her departure. 
On taking leave of Sir Ronald^ she was aj^in 
pressed to accept a reward of some kindr— which 
she still firmly rejected. To his sister^, she con- 
ducted herself with a stately reserve— rto Allan 
with kindness, without h&ng particuhr, and .on 
waring her valedictory adieus to all, .a shade^of 
dark and portentous meaning., overspread >her 
countenance^ which each knew well how to. in* 
terprec* 

Her return was hailed with boisterous revdry^ 
at Kirkclaugh, Her father either didgive^uor 
seemed to give full credit to her assertions^ that 
the whole of her. conduct from first jo last, .<was 
the.cesult of a deep laid plan of lulling the Ker- 
lies into a fatal security, that she might afterwards 
deliver them all: into his hands. Sho only condi- 
tioned for thesafety of AUan-^-whom having once 
delivered, she could not think of devoting to^de- 
siruction* Dugald, over whose mental optica a 
li2tnd o£ moonlight intelligence seemed to beam 
imagined he had now discovered the true mistin*. 
spring which gave impulse to a line ofponduct so 
inexplicable a^Jier's had hitherto been ;. but a^ to 



notice must have been to censure it, be was xileut 
for the time, nfld ptoniised every thiug she requir- 
ed, fully resohed, however, tliut once in possession 
of the cast]«, he would wiud up the tragedy in his 
awn wny. 

Nor were the Kerlt«s iille at this most impor- 
tOQt crisis. The whole of their powerful ctan 
were culled np, and leceived oitlers to euter tlie 
castle in the dusk of the evening — in small {lai-ties, 
and iu the most profound sileuce. The battle- 
ments were loaded tviih missiles of every descrip- 
tion, the furnace was lighted, and the pitch ket- 
tles filled — the arbalaats tvere fixed, and the bolts 
piled in liestps — and the whole of their defensive 
measures in the most forward state of piepimtiou. 
At last the eventful eveuiug came, accompanied 
with a deusc haze and drizzling lain : this was 
liailedasafortiiniiCe omen by both parties, as it al- 
lowed each to make their piejmratioiis unobserved 
by the oilier. About an hour before midnight, the 
sentinels, who were on the alert, observed a small 
boat approach the harbour, and at a distance they 
heard the plash of oars, although the fog prevent- 
ed their observing how near theywere, Theskiff 
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glided in in silence^ and a fignce in compleit^ at«* 
raour, haviog the fatal Standard m ks hand, land*- 
ed, and approached the gate ; the drawbiidga was 
lowered, and tlie sound of retreating footsteps was 
beard in full flight towards the casde« " All goes 
right/' said the figure, sofbly $ ^^ light the toi;^.'^ 
Inimediately a dozen of men started up firom the 
bottom, whese they had Iain concealed^ aud<a small 
fitful stpeam of pale light sliot ks feeblo XAJB 
through the dense atmosphere, <' Let six remain 
to secure the gate,^' says Sppie, *^ tiH my fiitfieir 
arrives, aud the rest follow me for the same pnr< 
pose above— *-but he is here already, and I mast 
proceed with my supernatural prologue.^ So say-« 
ing, she advanced rapidly up the path, warring her 
flag as she went. Dugald at thi^ instant shot sii-^ 
lently into the harbour, and commenoed his de-^ 
barkation. His CQufederates, left at the gate, gave 
him the preconcerted signal that all was well* He 
now issued his final orders,— ~^' to spare no living 
soul belonging to the Kerlies— >tp seize no priso- 
ners." And taking one or two of his^confidential 
assassins aside, he hinied, in pretty plain terms, 
4:hat if a random blow wa9 desdt to £ppie in the 
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strife, it would be a favonr coDferred on him — Us, 
her having once betrayed him, pnt an end to ail 
future confidence, and he was fully aware that the 
orders now issued by hiro, would for ever extin« 
guish any remaining sparks of filial affection thatf 
might still linger in her bosom. He then gave or- 
ders to advance with rapidity and silence. 

In the mean time, £ppie approached the upper 
gate, and met the same reception as below ; the 
bridge was lowered, and the sentinel fled. Scarce.- 
ly had she posted her remaining party, when she 
saw the head of her father^s column emerging 
from the defile. She proceeded with a slow mea- 
sured step as they^ deployed into line in the coort- 
jrard, till she reached the land.gate, when, rapidly 
ascending the turret, for the purpose of fixing her 
standard, her ears were astounded with the clank- 
ing of chains, the thundering fall of the portcul- 
lis, the blast of a trumpet, and the cry' of tresu 
chery ! She threw down her standard, and draw* 
iug her sword, was rushing to join her father^ 
when her flight was intercepted by Sir Rd'nald; 
at the head of a party of his domestics, all com* 
pletely armed . ** Yield,'' he cried, ** and save your 
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life. Your whole plot has beea discovered, aud 
I am here to save you from the carnage that must' 
ensue. — Follow me into the castle, and. rely on. 
ny promise of being still treated with honour and 
respect." To this friendly greeting she replied 
by a blow which feUed him to the ground ; and 
was in her turn stretched beside him, by the bat* 
Ue*axe of one of his retainers, aud both of them 
carried into the castle by a postern, which was 
secured behind them* 

The defensive plan of the Kerlies had by this 
time fully developed itself, and the unfortunate 
Graemes became sensible, when too late, of the; 
ruin that had overtaken them : For instead of 
one sentinel, two had beea*posted at each gate-^ 
one fled to decoy them forward, and one ;remain« 
ed to execute his chief's orders; for as soon as 
they had all parsed the harbour-gate, the remain- 
ing sentinel dropt the portcullis, and, unhooking 
a link of the chain, threw (me end down, and rol- 
led the other about the winch ; — ^he then raised 
the drawbridge^ and fled along the top of the wall,' 
coBcealiog himself in a cleft of the precipice. 
The same took place above, with (his difference, 
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liM iaitl^id ^peiiMttiDgthe'ivfaole of tlie Giaeo^ 
tl^^MUt tlw OBorUywd^the povtenlUsfttt at aovi 
flitbeimlf (Hisaed iiK 

By tbk tiitte, tbe oomiMt^ if odndKit k migfat 
te«rile^, taged in the eonrt-yard with dreadfid 
iflry • Tbe Graeioes^ fiuily caoght in ^e toil, and 
siged <MI bjr despair, loade a desperate effort tor 
fbnse tbe gales af the castle; bat it was barricade 
ei«ia fluumcr that defnd thw utmost stiengdu 
In the mean time^ the borning pitch abd sulphur 
deaeoided tm theit heads in flamii^ toixents; 
iriufe dartfi) spears, arrows^ steneSybiUetstf wood^ 
and bars f£ ivoa, fleiw amobgst them like hailvf-r 
It was one oTthose socties on which theiejre of a 
wamor coiM havedwek for eyerw Tbe castle it<* 
self rase in suUen majesty^ towering amidst tbe 
dim Taponr, with which its oatlinis was blended ;, 
wldle its battkmentSy like tbe crater cf a volcano^ 
seat a fiery deluge into tbe court«>ylurd beneath^ 
Tbe twang of the arbalasts-^the hiss cC the bolt^ 
••*-4lie. tbandeitng reverberations of tbe diore jpcMK 
devaas miisaiks^^the shontis of the combatants-^ 
thenreaas of the wonaded^ mingled with the harsh 
moBOtenoiis ^vell ^* 4be ocean^ that rolled at a 



bigki&d depth beneath their iieeti formed idto^^ 
tibecsHcb 0L:ftS8emb]ai^ ^f the terrific sublime^ 
that^ like (be xme 4>f a poetical tHxndnctor, vi^ould 
fakM^eUeitod^Ktrks of fire &om the pen of Dante. 

JNior were^stheiittentioBs of the Kerlies exclib- 
sii^ly. confined to thoee in the court-yard; for 
liie remaiiuler of the Graemes, cooped up between 
the two gates, alike attracted their notice^ as 
tiie daugeRMis padbk-wa^r through, its whole range, 
wias seen and coaunanded from the parapet of 
tfae wall, surrounding the court next the sea, bo the 
satne engines of destruction were showered on 
theiv deletfoeless beadsw^ Many inefiectual at- 
tempts were made to force the harbour gate, raise 
the portcuUb smd retire to their ships. But the 
piecautions already taken, rendered that efibrt 
unavaiiiug, as they were destitute of the means 
of uniting tlie severed chain. At last, their cries 
brought their companions left in the fleet to their 
aid^ who succeeded in throwing a kuoUed rope 
oMr ^he waUi by which about a hundred of them, 
osci^ed^o ihdx ships* 

TJhe Keidies^ tired of this distant i^pecies <£ 
^arfiiu^ tlupeAV o^en every door in the castle. 
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and rushed oat sword in hand ; but aks ! hare -iMh 
trumpet sounded the note of stem defianc^— no? 
dose-wedged ranks stood with uplifted weapons,^ 
aiwaitingthe coming onset-^-no murmur was heard^ 
in the court, except the expiring groans of 
wretches in the last throes of mortal agony, or the' 
feeble, half-snppressed voice, that bumUy sued 
for mercj. The poitculUs was then raised, and 
tfaejr rushed down the path^ which they found 
strewed with the mangled remains of the tmfortu-^ 
nate invaders* — ^The sentinel returned, and toM 
the escape of the Graemes over the wall, and the^ 
flight of their ships. Slow and warily the}'' return^ 
ed, and having posted a strong guard at each gate, * 
and disposed of their prisoners in th^ajungeods <^ 
the castle, they repaired to the hall, and in mourn- 
ful silence awaited the coming day. 

At length the wished-for dawn appeared, tlie 
grey mist began to roll itself up like a curtain*-^ 
distant objects 'became more and more distinct^'' 
till at last the whole landscape of the eastern side 
of the bay, became developed in all its magnificent 
sublimity of outline ; — the household watched in 
most anxious expectation the soft tread of -every 
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icMstep ^hat came tind went from Sir Ronald's 
chamber.— -He was still alive, but all hopes of his 
recovery had disappeared. To Eppie the blow 
had' been instantaiieoiisly fatal. Allan bimgover bis 
father's couch with.the n^ost agcmised solicitude, 
no wound appeared^ yet his helmet was cleft, 
and- there 'was a pressure on the brain which de^ 
prived him of sensibility. 

As soon as the morning light had rendered ob*- 
jects distinctly visible, they again returned to th6 
court, for the purpose of examining more minutef 
ly ^to the disasters of the night, where they met 
with nothing bat objects of the most revolting 
character. On searching among the slain, they 
foHnd Dugajd Graeme, his head lit endly dashed to 
pfeces with a stone. Upwards of two hundred were 
found dead, all of whom were buried in the old 
church-yard of Cruggleton;— -There is one edition 
of the legend, which says, that Dugald and Eppie 
Graeme were buried in Kirkciaugh, and what 
seems to give coHntenancetothis latter assertion 
is-A stone, which is evidently a sepulchral monu- 
meaty ^tiUB^anciiog in the bc^tiom^of the ditch* It 
4]as had an* inscription cut very ^ deep o»<it, biil»: 
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is iiow quite illegible, nor can a siugls letter be 
made out. Some of tJie old traditions of the coun- 
tiy , however, maiutaiu tiie asseriiou, that it marks 
the place of sepulture of the daring freebooter 
and his Amazonian daughter. 

The two ships detached on the previous even- 
ing, obeyed the ic^tructions given them, with 
such promptitude, that they intercepted the 
Gnemes, before tliey were well clear of the har- 
Iwiir ; and after a short resistance they ofFered to 
capitulate, and to surrender the fleet and castle, on 
condition their lives were spared, and that tliey 
should be taken into tiie knight's service. These 
terma being agreed to, liiey landed a messenger 
to convey the intdCigencc of the treaty to the 
oastle, and to report that they had sailed for Kii^- 
clnugh to carry its severa) articles into eficct. 
Many an anxious look was cast across the bay, 
Rnd many a dubious conjecture hazarded as to the 
I frobable cause of iheir lonij deliiv, still dreading 
i -some latent duplicity on the part of the Grieaies. 
At last, about mid-day, the sentinel from the bat. 
-tiements gave the alarm that Kirkclaugh was on 
I tre, and immediately afienvai^u their fleet was 
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seen emerging from the cloud of smoke, whidt 
obMiiced the eastern jBide at the bay. They made 
a IbOEmidaUe appearaaac0j as they approacibed with 
ft fair Vfindf having not only the fleet of Dngald 
Graeme, but that of the Featherstones under theix 
coovoy. They soon reached the batbonr ; and the 
commander of the expedition leporl^^ that leav- 
ing the Graemes under a guardl^exeept afewio gain 
them admisaion, they ascended to the castle^ and 
oouldnothelpadnalringitsamazingstxengthyandthe 
immense riohes which twenty y^axs of plunder and 
pillage had amai^sed within its walls ;'*--that while 
they were busied making these observations, they 
became sensible of a dense stifliilg vapour, which 
roUed in whirling eddies past the window^ and. 
tainted the atmosphere of the room where they 
stood^ A cryt>f firearose, and they heard a crack- 
ling noise from a suite <^ upper chambers in which 
their treasure, and other valuables were kept. They 
flew to the 6p6t, in hopes of extinguishing it, but 
it had made so much progress that it defied 
their utmost efforts to reach it, the whole stair- 
case being filled with flame. They then bethought 
them of the English prisoners, whom they fortu* 
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nately' got all oat^ and having alto embarked the 
remainder of the ganriBOB, they carried the fleet 
in safety beyondthe- reach of the fire ; and then 
lay on their oars to witiles» the sublime spectacle 
it atiforded. • 

A odamn of smoke, likea- slender poplar xvkh 
its head bending beiope the breeze^ gradually in- 
creased in magnitude^ tossing and waving, and 
assuming a* thousand fantastic shapes, like a thun- 
der cloud pregnant with the first rudiments of 
elemental strife^^^-brtlUant jets of fire flashed over 
thebattiementSj illuminating by their partial scin- 
tillations, the dense turbid mass that obscured the 
sun, and blotted, the features from the fac^ of 
nature..— -A crash, like the loudest peal of thundier, 
followed by a shower of blazing rafters, sparkling 
like the tail of a rocket in the murky atmosjJKDre,- 
announced that the roof had fallen in ; after-whioh' 
the conflagration beginning to subside^ they made 
the best of their way. So'{>eri6lied Kiikdaugh, 
with all its plunder,, and with all its crimes, with- 
out leaving a single memmial of what it once wds, 
nor so much as a foundation stone to mark its 
mighty ichnographic outline. It was farther stated, 
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>tibaAi:wben:abotttto embark ontJbeir return, a 6traii« 
^er juaik his :appearaQce^ and begged .hard for, a 
•passage for; Croggleton. He said he. was aretatn- 
jor.of tiie house of Cardones&-^that.hi8 name was 
Donaldson, and that having formerly been in the 
jervice of the laird of Kirkclangh, he had been 
.selected asbearer^of a^ message to Eppie Graeme 
fiom Xiady Cardoaess^ the object of which was to 
endeavour to detach her from her present purr 
jBoits,. and to induce her to place herself under 
tl^ jnotection of his master, as nearest of kin to 
her deceased mother, and to whom she had become 
ft Sendal ward, passing over her iather, whose pa- 
temU rights had been forfeited by his attainder, 
jftod unrevoked sentence of outlawry ;r— that as^ for 
certain reasons, he dared not appear before Du.. 
gald, he had lingered about the castle for. a day or 
two, in hopes of seeing some person through whom 
he could open a correspondence with her ; that 
it was with asix>nishment he learned she was on a 
visit tO'Cruggleton, whither it had been Jiis inteur 
tion to seek her, had not her sudden return, and 
subsequent embarkation, deranged the whole of 
his plans. That the asylum. he had. to offer was 
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become doubly necessaiy toher now, aftadiiMxyMy 
had been made at Cardoness within these bw dajm^ 
which had fixed the morder of M^CnUoch of Kiifc- 
claugh on her fittfaeras accessory before tbe&ct, 
TFhis was the apprehensioh of ^' Dick o' the Hasp," 
who, after a lapse of more Chan twenty yeacs^ 
was retaming to his old friend 'Dugald, to oktm 
his stipulated reward for the miird<^. E(e was mat 
in a narrow path by the yoang knight of C^Eodo* 
sess^ attended by a few followers, of whom ^ngns 
was one, and was instantly recognised by the hi^ 
ter, who gave the alarm, and tiher ft ^hort resisU 
ance Dick was taken. Finding that evasioa woald 
senre him no purpose, he c^red t6 make iBome 
important discoveries respecting 'Dugald GraooM!^ 
the particnlars of which were as follows : — ^Tbat 
in his youth he had p«d his addresses to a hufy 
of great beauty and accomplishments of the name 
of Scott, the daughter of a chief of s<«ie note on 
the border; but she being under an ragagement 
to another, who was one of the powerful Ikniily Vif 
Elliot, was soon after married to him. Uley'lmd 
in great happiness for some years, she haviyig^twe 
children j— that Graeme, watching his opportunity 
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when her husbaDd (vas absent on soine feuclal ser- 
vice to his chief, surprisccihiK house, and seizing 
«D the lady and her two infants, caiTied them to 
B caetle belonging to some of his friends on the 
iEnglifii eide of lite border : — that the discooanlate 
}lDsbaud, having discovered the route of the ra- 
shers, made application to the warden of the 
English mnrches for asustauce to have his family 
restored, and the treacherous invader of his peace 
brought to punishment: — that the warder, indignaot 
at the outrage, sent a force to demand the sub- 
mission of Gneme, and the restoration of the lady 
Bnd children uninjured ; aod in the event of a re> 
fusal, to reduce the castle by force of arms, and 
to deliver him up to the vengeance of Elliot. 

Greerae, depending on the strength of the placf^ 
and the assistance of his kindred, stood on his de- 
fence : — and after a desperate i-esistance, finding 
himself induced to tLe last exti'«mity, he put the 
lady and her children to death ; and setting fire la 
the castle, actually cut his way through the be- 
siegers, and efTected his escape.— He was then 
outlawed by botii kingdouis, his lands attaiBted^ 
and a price set on his head. .. .«, ,,u--. _~tjw 
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Heaftei'wardsjoiueilabaadofmDss-trooiieraua- 

I ^^krSir David Armstroog, with whom he rentaiaed 

.for some time ; but after making a Few hair-bremlth 

I ' escapes, he finally left the border, and airived at 

f >£irkclaugh, as has beea shewn. 

Although Dick's journey in quest of hia re- 
■Ward, was thus imfortuoately traversed, he never- 
thelgss met with one, much more consonant to the 
teuor of his former life — for he was hanged over 
tlie battlements in the ensuing morning. 

Little remains more to be told, Angus having 
obtained all necessary information respecting the 
deaths of Dugald and Eppie Graeme, returned to 
Cardoness with the intelligence ; and the lands of 
Kirkclaugh reverted back to the house of the 
feudal chief. — Sir Ronald died the thii'dday, aud 
was interred beside his llosabelle ; and Allan, 
(now Sir Allan,) liaving negoclated a peace with 
the Featherstones, set them at liberty, and restor- 
ed their ships : and so lasting was the friendship 
thus cemented, that wlicn one of the Feather- 
Atones, who joined tbe Earl of Northumberland, 
in an insurrection against the Government, was 
obliged to fly, he was hospitably received by Sii' 



A 'VAJLB OF CRUC^LSTQK. CASTLE. 227 

Allaa Kerlie^ apd had lauds assjgued him, . on 
iviiidi;hs bttUt a castle on a piomontoiy on the 
sea shore, the ruins of which bears the nameiof 
Castle Feather to this day* 

Nor were the Graemes foigotten : they had a 
consideiftble territory made over to them on the. 
outskirts of the domain, on which they w^re es» 
tablished ;. and to do away aa &r as they possibly, 
could, the odium attached to their name, they, 
reversed it, and called themselves Macdougalds ;. 
which in- process of time was amalgamated with 
that of families bearing a name something similar ; 
sind on an examination of a map of the county,, 
a place will be found which requires only th& 
addition of a single letter, to identify their city, 
ojf refuge. 

' We may be censured by some of our fair read* 
ers for leaving: our h^:o in a state of single bless- 
edness, when it would have added to the interest 
of our narrative to have linked his fortunes to 
those of some smiling dame, and given him a do- 
zen chubby sons and daughters to have peopled 
hisl^aUs. But as we cannot find, in our legen- 

djiry authority, that such was the case, we can 

p2 • 
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I dhly hazard a conjecture, that as we know no- 
Aing to the contrary, some such accident did real- 
I fy befal him. 

Nor have we been more fortunate in our at- 
fempta to discover, from coflteraporary evidence, 
[ ldiet!ier or not the Old Boatmim slill lionoars 
I Ae ruins with his annual visit. The last ac- 
I dmut we could gather of him was, tliat about six- 
L ty or seventy yeare ago, a lady of high rank, tra- 
r Veiling near the castle in the night-time, was sui- 
' pHaed to nee them brilliantly iJlnminated ; and on 
I looking up, beheld an at-nied figure standing on 
■, the arch, and waving an immense flag round his 
[ iKad, She mentioned this on her return home, 
I tibd was immediately told that it was the Spectre 
[ Boatman and the Danish Standard. Slie having 
I never heard of the legend, ivas ten-ified at her 
iBncontre, and wonld never travel in its neigh- 
bourhood after sunset again. 

Before finally dismissing the present Bnbject, 
it may be proper, on nnr part, to give a brief uo- 
I ticc or two of the name of M'Culloch, so often 
mentioned in our legend. In spite of the re- 
volutions by which many great and noble fauij- 
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lies m Galloway have been either consigned to 
oblivion^ or doomed to obscurity, they have still 
maintained their ground, and even at this day^ 
rank among the highest of the ancient aristocra- 
cy of the province. 

In the year 1301, when Edward I. invaded 
Galloway, we find Thomas M'CuUoch Cprobably 
of Merton), sheriff of the county of Wigtown, 
which proves, that even at that early period, 
they were a family of importance. And though 
they are now branched out into many a devious 
channel, such as Barholm Ardwell, Torhouse, 
Auchingool, Knockbrex &c« yet they all look up 
to the great baronial family of Merton, as their 
ancient feudal head. 
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*' Aui fiiyre dqrUe nt <m nut ykA^tuit ttime, 

An' «De chyn^ of golde roun' bis qohyte hajse btse^ 

An* ane kej of yion in his loTelie haunde. 

An* at bis fefet lay ane magicke wande. 

He 'VNiTJt the waode o'er the elinte sae grey. 

An* scbavit the care quhare ane treaspvr lay.*' 

ScHiB, Patrick Qubaksov^ 
jln old G€iBavidian Tatti 



Tab belief that hidden treasures were com* 
mitled to the keeping of certain subordinate spi- 
rits, who^ for a fiouted period, contracted to main** 
tain strict watch and ward over them, seems to 
have formed a leading feature in the superstitious 
cieed of IbU nations who have made the slightest 
advances in civflization : the monstrous serpents 
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of the Gentoos — ^the Peri-azek of the Persians — 
the Sheck-damas, or spirit of the mines of the 
Scandinavians — in shorty every country in the ha- 
bitable globe, wherein the accumulation of gold 
was held as an object of desire^ seems to have ap- 
pointed their own visionary chancellor over the 
Exchequer of Plutus, from the terrific Genii of 
Arabian fiction down to the humble russet-clad 
brownie of our own native glens. 

Many circumstances would lead to the conclu- 
sion that this belief arose out of. or rather became 
the consequence of the lawless state of society 
that prevailed in the early ages of the world. 

That the desire of possessing has been coeval 
with the recognition of exclusive inheritance, is a 
fact that will not be disputed ; and even at the time 
when property, was confined to flocks and herds, 
we'^find the same selfish principle in full opera- 
tion ; but during the currency of these ages of pas- 
toral simplicity, when the wants of man were few, 
and his supplies ample, the stimulus to unlawful 
appropriation^ though not altogether unknbwn^ 
might be considered as only in embryo*. Nto 
did the evil, though still increasing with the iii- 



THE MILLER OF ELDRIG. 255 

creasing wants of society, become the demottdis^ 
ing monster it afterwards did, till the introdjictioii 
of the precious metals as a circulating medium', 
and equivalent for all the necessaries and luxuries 
of life* This gave a new impulse to the passion?, 
and introduced a iiew era into this history of moral 
delinquency. 

At a period when the principle of right and 

wrong, instead of being weighed in the great hy* 

dtostatic balance of impartial justice^ had their 

merits decided by the longest spear, the sharpest 

sword, or the heaviest battle-axe, it might natnral- 

Iv have been inferred that man could have had few 

inducements to become a monopolising animal, and 

when even walls of iron and gates of brass could 

secure neither his hoarded pelf from the strong 

arm of power, nor his person from the dagger of 

the midnight plunderer, it might with equal justice 

have been assumed that his principal security 

would have arisen from his retaining nothing in 

his possession that could either satisfy avarice oi 

tempt cupidity ; but the very reverse has still 

been the case, and the propensity for amassing 

has increased in proportion to the -dangers and dif- 
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ficulties witli which it uas siirrouiided^anil evcp 
to such an extern dill it at last arrive, that the iur 
ventiyegeaiusofthelmmanrace waseshsugted ifi 
contriving recesses, and excavating laybriuths, for 
the protection of their worshipped treasures : — nay 
more, — the aid of the powers of darkness was in? 
voked, and their co-operation secured by spells q{ 
unutterable polency ; the fiends were dragged by 
the mysterious adjurations of tho wizzai'd from 
the regions of everlasting uight, and fettered by 
the word of power, as uaivilUng centinels over the 
precious deposit. 

Such was the belief of our simple forefathers, 
a creed which they held in common with the 
other nations of Europe ; nor has it entirely disapr 
peared among their primitive descendants, who Ju- 
habit the wild recesses of our native mountains, but 
still maiutaJas a. precarious footiog amidst a host 
of minor superstitious of more recent orign. 

The following legend has been selected and ar- 
ranged, from the recital of an old man who has in 
his possession a greater mass of superstitious anec- 
dote than any other individuid we have ever met 
with : 1"-^ 'lie tale itself, divested of its superuatu- 
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rid Ageacy^ we believe to Imve been true ; nor has 
its verndty ever been questioned by the highly 
i^^ctstble individual who is lineally desceiided 
irdi^ imd still in possession of the property bo ai>- 
qttiicied^ and entailed on him by the Old MiLlek 
OF Elbrig. 

^ Some time about a hundred y^urs ago, there 
liV«d in the parish of Kirkcowan^ an honest in- 
dwBtrious miller^ who hiiid a large family to main*^ 
tain ; which, from the pressure of the times, and 
the rigour of a severe landlord, l<mg kept him 
struggling amidst a maze of difficulties, from which 
he saw no method of extricating himself) and lat- 
terly to add to his misfortunes^ a host of cei^ct- 
ing evils overtook'him as if by a simoHliineoMi 
compact, tiis crops failed $— his cattle died ;— a 
person wh>o owed him a sum of money became 
bankrupt^ and fled to a foreign land. His land- 
lord, becoming impatient, distramed for the rent, 
and catried off the little that disease had spared. 
In short, such a concatenation of evils, followi»g 
eaeh other ki such rapid succession, would have, 
led an ordinary observer to infer, that he had 
been si^^ieid out as a mark for the arrows of Di* 
vine wrath. 
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Uader all these aecnmolaitinv safl^rin^, tbe 
fortitude of the veteraa Qevec forsook him. No 
impatient murmur?, qo captious repiaings ever 
escaped his lips. — He could look back with gra- 
titude for the mercies he hid eojoyedf and fat- 
ward with hope that the scourge which c 
ed him, would not afflict for ever. 

After the lajise of a few years, his affairs be- 
gao gradually to take a favourable turn ; and for- 
tuDe, as if weary of persecuting, had resolved to 
recompeuce him for all his past suSeriogs, His 
family successively left him, aad foriued establish- 
meats for themselves ; aud iostead of a burijen, 
became his support. In pi-ocess of time, his land- 
lord was called on to pay the arears of that debt 
he owed to "^ bane and mortal custom," and was 
succeeded by one of a more merciful character. 
He became tranquil ; he became happy ^ he 
could mark with transport, chastened by grati- 
tude, tliat the suu shone, that the dew fell, that 
the Howers bloomed, and that the earth gave forth 
its froitB ; tbe smiles of peace, and the comforts 
of rustic prosperity shed their geuiat iaflueace 
around his homble cottage ; aud happiness, like a. 
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depaii!tiiig sunbeam, sprc^ a ray of mellow radi- 
ance, around the weather-beaten temples of the 
old miller. 

When we stated that aU his fisimily had lefb 
him, we simply meant all who had arrived at 
years of maturity. One son still remained at home,, 
tlie child of his old age, and the almost exclnsiye, 
•bjqct of his a£^tipn. John was now in his 
twelfth year, beautiful as the Houri of eas- 
tern superstition, and frolicsome as the kid o£ 
his native mountains.: While he was,, as has al^ 
ready been said, the pride of his doating parents,, 
he was at the same time the universal favou-. 
rite of the simple inhabitants of the lonely glen 
in which they resided ; and he having.been from 
his infancy permitted to wander about without, 
restraint, his approach was hailed by the juvenile 
inmates of every cotts^e with shouts of joyful 
welcome, and his departure was wept with tears . 
of unfeigned regret. 

This unlimited indulgence in his vagrant pro- 
pensities, was frequently the source of serious 
alarm to his fond parents ; often . had the ptme 
comikttus ot ibid glen bera called out under a ge- 
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il search-warrant, and the erratic youth disco- 
'Vered in situatious that made the blood recoil 
> with horror at his immineDt daoj^r. At ooe time 
■ "Be was seen oo the face of a frig-htful precipice 
in search of a hawk's nest, clin^g like a lichea to 
the rock, where ooe false step most have been 
fata) to hint; at another he was discovered sas- 
penJed from the branch of ao old e!m that orer- 
hnng a dieadful ivaterfall, sporting and gambling 
over the boiling abyss, like a swalloiv in mid air, 
nor would he ever descend from hia perilous ac- 
clivity, till a bill of iademoity had passed both 
houses, and received the royal assent in due form. 
OuB fine day in snmmer, he went out, as be 
said, to fish la the bum ; but not coming home at 
the time expected, sonK person was sent in quest 
of him, wIk), alter a long nod fruitless search, re- 
tBTned with the tidings that he wa£ not to be 
found. This was the signal, as usual, for a gene- 
ral turn-out, wlieu all Iiis haunts were explored, 
the pool beneath the cataract was drag'ged, aud 
every other measure resorted to thiit they hoped 
might lead to a discovery, but no ti-ace of him 
could be Ibund, and the last nty ot'h^»e had uear- 



THE MILLER OF ELDRIG. 241 

I7 expiied, when a joyful cry arose that he was 
s^n approaching. His father, whose agonies 
had hitherto disqualified him &om' taking any 
share in the deliberations of his Mends, no soon- 
er heard that he was returning in apparent safe- 
ty, than his terrors gave way to' his pasrionand 
he snatched up a rod for the purpose of inflicting 
a' signal chastisement for bis delinquency ;. but on. 
iii^itnessiog the woful condition in which the boy- 
was, crery other feeling was lost in anxiety and v 
commiseration. His clothes were soiled with 
mire and literally reduced to rags, his hands and 
fine features were lacerated to the bone and co^ 
vered with Uood, his head was bare, and his 
l»ight sunny lock^ were matted aud twistied like- 
ropes, la short, he was in th^ m0st miserable^ 
plight tha^t can well be conceived.. 

All h^mdsl were iimne^tely set to work ; and^ 
whilst one party were busily employed in bathing, 
-and applying st5rptics to hid wounds, and freeing 
him from the filth, in which his person was shroud- 
ed, another were overwhelmihg him with an inun- ' 
dation of questions,' as to where he had been, anif^ 
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hovr he tame to be maagled in such a shocking 
manner, — to all of which he liateaed withoot of- 
fering the least reply ; maintaining, on the con. 
trary, nn inflexible silence, which neither the en- 
treaties nor threats of his parents could induce 
him to break, till, wearied to death with their im. 
portunities, he desired to be put to bed, and left 
to his repose, which was reluctantlj' complied 
with, lifter every attempt to elicit an esplauation 
had failed. 

In the meantime, liowever, a conncil of his 
friends, who assembled for the purpose of solemn 
inrestigatioQ, supplied the place of facts, of which 
they weit; deficient, with abnndaace of surmises 
and conjectures ; for, whilst one party roundly 
asserted, that in his lonely haunts he had met some 
wandering detachment of fairies, who had attempt- 
ed to c»rry him off to fairy-land, and that, after 
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power to do miachief ia very limited 
surmised, that ins he had been in the habit of play- 
ing uiF a uuiuber of pmcticaJ jokes an an old wo- 
mau, who was i-eputed a witch, such as torment- 
iog hei favourite cat^ putting gunpowder iato her 
tobacco-pipe, and others of a simiiar nature, for 
these she had repeatedly been heard to vow ven- 
geance against him j — that she had watched an 
opportunity of seizing him in an unguarded mo- 
ment, and had handed him over to one of her fa- 
miliars, from whose rough discipline he had escap- 
ed in such a woFul state of disairay. This be- 
ing agreed to ou all hands as the most probable 
conjecture, the council brake up. The seoiois, 
retiring to their respective homes, held jarring 
converse on the extent of punishment that should 
be awarded, should any thing come out, on the 
second examination of the boy, to inculpate her. 
TJie younger party, still muttering threats, dark 
and portentous, were for proceeding to immedi- 
ate extremities, without farther proof, had they 
not been withheld by the others. They declared, 
however, that, should any thing like the shadow 
of evidence appear against her, they would for 
Q2 
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■■ auticipate the sword of JusticB, and send 
in search of the celestial msnsioas, on the 
^ oF a flaming tor-barret. 
Some days elapsed before the boy was so well 
a to hold converse with hie fiieuds, and when he 
'did speak, it was only on general subjects : For, 
«S soon as his misfortunes were so much as even 
hinted at, every muscle of his countenance seem- 
ed convulsed with agony, which, after exhibiting 
itself in every shade of mental sutFering, subsided 
into a fit of sullen and inHexible taciturnity. This 
led ton new train of conjectures on the myste- 
rious accident. For, whilst some asserted that 
he was under the baleful influence of an evil eye, 
othera gave it as their deci.Icd opinion, that the 
origioaJ was still in fairy-land, while the counter- 
feit in their possession, left them as a most un- 
worthy representative of their beautiful favourite, 
was perhaps a log of wood, or, what was more 
likely, oue of their own imps, who had been tran.^. 
formed into his partial bkeness, by the delusive 
arts of these pigmy dealers in the metempsy- 
chosis. 

Acting on this belief, they would have proceerf- 
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ed to immediate trial by the fiory ordeal, bad 
tbey not been restrained by another reflection^ 
which was, that although nothing could be more 
passive, und^ the action of fire, than a billet of 
wood ; yet, on the other hand, it was e^uidly prO'- 
bable, that a << spirit from the dark abyss^' might 
not possess sufficient philosophy to endure the ex** 
periment without wincing under its infliction.-* 
Nay^ so capricious were they supposed to be, 
that, in their hurry to escape from the atmosphere 
^ the hostile element, they were in the habit of 
exploding on the spot, with a rep(»rt like a hand' 
gr€»iade^ and made no scruple to carry either the 
roof, or side of the house, with them in their re* 
treaty without once reflecting on the injury the 
proprietor might thereby sustain. For these last 
reasons, they were induced to permit things to re« 
main as they were for a short time, in the hope 
that something might turn out in the chapt^ of 
accidents, that would enable them to throw some 
additional light on this most mysterious aflPair. 

A few days afterwards, when the youth had at- 
tained to such a state of convalescence as to be 
enabled to leave his bed, he begged his father to 
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accompany him in a short walk; and ttEiving im- 
perceptibly drawn him itito a sequestered corner 
of the glen, be, with much hesitation, and some 
embanasEmeDt, commenced by ini'urmiDjr him, 
that although the present was an opjwrlunity lie 
had most nnsiously wished Tor, yet, from the li- 
miCetl nnture oF the communication he was per- 
mitted to make, lie was afraid it would afford lit- 
tle satisfaction to a parent whom he had bo much 
reason to honour and respect, and that he felt no- 
thing so pamful as the circumstance of possessing 
a secret, ivhich lie dared not communicate- even t(» 
him ; — that such, however, was his hard destiny, 
and patient submission was the only alteinatiye 
left him. He solemnly assured him, that the di'ead- 
ful mysteries in his possession, and to which his 
fortunes were indissolubly linked, were not of his 
own seeking, but imposed on him by a chain of 
evcntSfOTerwhichheiieither then, noratany sub- 
sequent period, could ever possess the slightest 
control, and the key to which must forever re- 
main locked up iu the innermost recesses of his 
own boaom, otherwise a terrible fate awaited hirti ; 
•«^hat, in all time coming, every tiling connected 
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^tibhis own fortones, dmt he dared como^lmidftfe, 
should be done fredy^ and 'Without any selioitft- 
tkm ; and when he was silent on a^ subject that 
n^ht appear mystenoud^ h^ be^ed that thUj 
would abstain from harassing him- with qt^eeiti^^y 
which could answer no other purpose, than 'that 
of rendering Iiim miserablie, witbont the possibili- 
ty of eliciting any thing from hnn on these fi>rbM- 
^n subjects. He expressed his sincisre regret^ at 
being thiis compelled, to dictate to parent, whbiie 
crery word had hitherto beeti a law to him. Bdt 
asno oth^ ahematire was left Um^ he considered 
it bis ihity to be as explicit^ as the nature of his ob- 
ligations would permit farm. No apparent want of 
filial affection on his part would, he tnfited, mditbe 
them to seek farther explanations, nor ever ag^ 
return to the revolting subject, which, evcrf at 
that moment, froze the current of' life in his bo- 
som, and shed a moral mildew oTer all the nob^r 
energies of his souU His suilerinjgs here betamte 
evident. He seated himself on a stone, Btld 
clasping his hands together^ bowed his head on h!s 
knees, and gave way to his fceUftgs. HJslijte 
moved, but no sound was heard. At la^^ slowljr 



2^3 



■: MILLF.H OF ELDnin. 



raising hiinseir, he, in a. hurried nmnner, begged 
his fftLher would benr with him a little loDger, as 
he had still a ta-ik to perform in which lie pro- 
mised to be brief, as he felt hijiiself at that mo- 
ment unequal to a protracted narrative. 

He (hen proceeded to state, that it had been 
communicated to him, that as soon as he had reach* 
ed bis sixteenth year, he would discover a liidilen 
treasure, which would eventually lay die founda- 
tion of bis future happiness and prosperity, and 
which would forever emancipate him from that 
state of mysterious thraldom in which he was to 
be held during the intervening period ; — that pre- 
vious to the arrival of that happy day, however, 
many dreadful trials awaited him ; that he must 
become not only acquainted with, but a partici- 
pator in, scenes of horror of which human lan- 
guage could never convey an adequate idea, nor 
could human eye beliold, unassisted by a superior 
intelligence, without sinking forerer under the 
blight of the dreadful vision : — and what must add 
to their appalling terrors, was the cheerless pro- 
spect, that they must be endured alone, and with- 
out a murmur. 
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He therefore earnestly bagged tjiat at those pe« 
riods when he was compelled to absent himself^ 
no attempts should be made^ on the part of hfs 
friends^ either to detain or watch him^ as^ in either 
case, they must not only prove abortiye in tbeia- 
selves, but would add materially to his sufferings ; 
—-that no human power could shorten the time of 
his probation one minute, but that much might be 
done on their part, by a prudent forbearance, to 
render it more tolerable. He cautioned his father 
against being over communicative amongst. bis 
friends, respecting this mysterious subject ;pbs|^nr« 
ing, that while with his mother he wished h^m, to 
have no reserve^ with others he trusted he would 
exercise his own discretion, on a subject wh^'e 
discussion could only lead to idle surmise or boot- 
less investigation — ^and now, appearing to suffer 
under exhaustion of spirit, he elcpressed a wish to 
return home. 

During this interview, the boy seemed to be 
labouring under some mysterious restraint : Qis 
agitation sometimes amounted to agony, whidi 
manifested itself by the convulsive shiverings 
which shook his frame-— by his eye wildly fixed 
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on vacancy, and his voice, wliicli occasioo^y 
sack to whispers, as if conscious of the presence of 
a third person nbom he dared not recognise. 

They returned in silence, each occupied by hia 
own sad reflections, ajid from that day rorward, 
the youth's maanere and appearance underwent 
such a total chancre, as in some measure to Justify 
the surmises of his friends, as before stated. All 
that elastic playfulness of character, that wild es- 
nberance of youthful jay, the perpetual smile that 
wantoned round his mouth, and dimpled his cheek, 
the quips and pranks that not only set the table 
in a roar, but often the village in an uproar, all, 
all were fled, and fled forever ! A pale, sickly 
melancholy had supplanted the roses and lilies of 
blooming health, and spread a cast of pensive 
thoughtfulness and chilling reserve over his still 
beautiful features, his steps were slow, solemn, and 
measured; he no longer sought the society ofhishi- 
thertofavouredassociates, but shunned withasmuch 
avidity, as he once had courted them ; be seemed 
by one vast stride to have overstepped the period 
of adolescence altc^ether, as his whole thoughts, 
words and actions, were those of a mnn ripe in 
years, and mature in cxpeiieiitc. 
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One year of his probation glided' siletitlyaw^y. 
He had in a few instances absented hittself^ aiid 
returned much in the same state as at first; btt 
his parents^ hating been prepared to expect thdse 
aberrations, were less aiflected than they otli^r. 
wise might have been^ and permitted them to 
pass OTcr as quietly as possible. 

The minister of the parish having heard some- 
thing of thes^^ mydterious occurrences, which 
ht, with mudh seeming probability^ attributed to 
some mental illusion, sent for the miller, and afU^ 
baying learned from him all that he coidd res« 
pecting them, he earnestly exhorted him to be 
frequent iti hi^ t^ligidns exercised, to d^tise tiis 
son daily to reaid a portion df thehdly script iiii^, 
and if dtill necessary, he suggested the propriety 
of laying hiin under sonde personal rei^traint, till 
he ^ould be weaned from these solitary Wander- 
ing propensities, and visionary halltciDationd, 
which were fbret^r sa,pping thefouiidatibns of hid 
health and spirits. The milter prdmis^ to be 
guided by his counsel, sfaotild dircuinstances in 
futut« reridfer it neceSdiry. 

Another year parased awa}^ without prbducing 
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any occurrence ivortliy of notice. The boy's fiu 
of absence were more frequent, aod his bodily suf- 
feiings seemed to iacrease ia proportion. He was 
sometimes coniiaed a week, after one of these ex- 
cuisions before he could go abroad again. Ano- 
ther particular may be noted here, namely, that 
during the &rst year he always disappeared early 
in tlie day, and in most instances returned towards 
evening ; but now lie seldom left home till twilight, 
and the night was sometimes far advanced before 
he came back. 

At last the third and final year of his noviciate 
commenced, and brought along with it such an 
accumulation of misery as threatened soon to ter- 
minate his misfortunes by death. His whole 
manner and appearance underwent a dreadfol 
change. His visage, from being pate, became 
haggard and ghastly — his eyes wild and staring, 
his step quick, and irregular ; often starting and 
looking around with cautious di-ead, as if he ex- 
pected at every corner to encounter a lurking 
foe. He also absented himself more frequently, 
and always in the night-time. Seldom a week 
now elapsed, without his s[)cudiug a night from 
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home^ and when he leturnedy it was in such a state 
t)f exhaustion, that he required help to undiesSs 
himself. 

His friends began now in earnest to be alarm- 
ed for his life^ and nrged hi& father, by every ar- 
gument their fears could suggest, to interpose bis 
authority, and detsun him at home, by conciliation 
if possible, but should he become refractory, ta 
have. recourse to coercion. To this he at last gave 
a reluctant consent, in so far as parental authority 
might be extended without violence, declaring at 
the same time, that he would never lend his sanc- 
tion to stronger measures than might be obtained 
by exhortation or conmiand. He therefore took 
an early opportunity of laying the sum of this 
conference before hia son, and earnestly begged 
that he would make an efibrt to break the fetters 
in which he was bound, and become once more 
amenable to the laws which knit society together- 
laws, which formed the most essential link in the 
chain of social order, and which he had violated^ 
by withdrawing himself from his species, and 
forming a connexion with a race of beiugs over 
whom their moral influence could not be extended. 
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He therefore cotnmauded bim, on his filial al- 
legiance, to refi'aia from absenting himself with. 
out his special permissioa, and to implore the for- 
giveness of God for former derelictious, and for 
assistance in enabling him to break the nnhallowr 
ed c,oi]ij)act into which he had been inadverteatly 
drawn. 

The boy listened to this address with tears 
streaming from hia eyes, and could only reply by 
a mournful shake of tte head, and a wild excla- 
mation of, "0 , father, remember what I told you, 
and do not kill me outright 1" 

His friends, stil! bent on extremities, urged bis 
fatlier to try another experiment on him. As they 
knew the youth had a deep sense of his religious 
duties, they thought, by engagiug him in the so- 
lemn exercises of devotion about the time he 
usualh' disappeared, they would detain him by 
pi-otracting it till the fatal hour was past, aud,by 
tiiat means, sever the mystic bonds which, in the 
simplicity of their hea-rta, they believed in some 
manner linked his destiny with that of some agent 
of the world of spirits, Actiug on this liope, as 
soon as the evening closed in, the household were 
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assembled For tiirailj worahip, in wliich the youth 
joined with &a ardour of feeliiig, which seemed 
to justify their most sauguine hopes ; but in aa 
iDstant, when all eyeg were fixed on liim, he gave 
a sudden start and spruug from his seat. Those 
that were neaiest attempted to lay hold od hiib, 
but with a single bound, he eluded tlieir grasp, and 
disappeared in a momeat. 

On auother occa*ion, (for his nocturual wan- 
deiings were now constant aud ODreraittiog), his 
friends were resolved to be more on their guard ; 
and when called together for the purpose of offer- 
ing up the evening sacrifice, tliey secured the 
door by locking it, aud carrying away the key. 
The boy became seusible of their intentions, and 
instantly took, the alarm. His whole manner be- 
came agitated ; — he trembled as in au ague fit ;— 
large drops of cold srveat bedewed his temples, 
and, falling on his knees, he implored mercy in 
the most pathetic terms ; assuring tliem, that they 
might kiJl, but could not detain him, and declar- 
ing that he couid not join in the bci vice of tlie 
evening, till restored fully to liis liberty. 

His iather seemed moved by his agony, aud 
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I 'msde an efTort to rise, tor the purpose of unlock- 
P'lng the door, but was restraiaed by bis other 
^^cads, who exhorted him to be firm for his sou's 
Lc, as now waa the time to free him from the 
\ ^hralilom in which he was held by Gome imp o£ 
^arkncss, who had inveigled biin into some uaho- 
Jy compact, which was alike subversive of his 
health aod peace of mind la this world, and his 
hopes of happiness iu the cest. Sileuced, though 
jiot convinced by their reasouiog, he was about to 
' .)nsume his seat, when the buy started up, aad 
uttering the most piercing screams, called out,— 
f* Oh ! they come, they come ! For my sake, for 
yonr own sakes, for God's sake detain me not a 
IDomeut longer — a single moment may be fatal to 
ns all, [" When, clasping his hands, and casting 
l^ his eyes, with a took of imutterable despair, he 
lalmed, " O, have mercy heaveo, or I am lost 
forever." At that instant they became sensible of 
A low moaniag sound, like tlie noise of a distant 
Ivaterfall, which seemed rapidly to approach, 
and with increasing intonation. The evening 
was calm, not a breath sighed tlirough the wia- 
^ows of the flexible poplai', nor awoke the moun. 



gfmiflei^ioa, ^yet -as the ]KC»€>&'^w.iimf^i«ifcJ)^ 
IMpie.itsemblancs^to tb&b^wLo£^r3U)g^tj^.^m- 
p^t^i^mbii^ed with the xush^ a 4^8Gi^i)id^g,fi;%. 
taract ; the cottage <wag^jjiffcea;i.tojitg fiMjindaj^Off^ 
^lodiM^)^ as. if .4Qssed pa .the IulU>wso£i^i^ea4b^ 
^al ft f ii I cy epy phfck^ yH^^ Maofphed with,>^en:pi> 
vAtSoib^j^iKi^Sfi^S^ cciQd^.wit;h.a 

^^ pC^pkarcing J^ny, f* Qh, j|^ye jpy^ i^er ! 
haia ii^^pcent.^' 

, i The.dd auaapw rpjM^ wMi4igx#]^ii^hi!^Q»^ 
9er^,ai;^ 4ei|andaig th^ vkey^^penedihe^. dpor^ 
a^oraid, ffCo, my unlw|f{y^n^.ap<)iiiulfi^ 
destinies^ whatever theyrOfiay ,be^ ^ly^ii^£pi^ j^ 

df|iart|impkn^4>e |Mx>^tipi^Q£4Ji<^h^*lC^p4r^' 
Thei]^^ rWithiftpJpijtt§swK?^l^ 
n%s^af¥«4 Jw? '^0,4 apd ^9;/cMi^> f*vWay; 
^M bless^ypm^ ^yf^Ofther, a^prot^fr ii^^!'^,{^ 
4v<?AS out^rdis^i^peari^a^dBt^t^glpf]^. 
^.X^mk^meflk of.the^pl;ob^tiQQaIy .pQiiQ4/'W$» 
Oi^ly iipw .to ruat-M-pne i«^edk mo^^ ^d^oha will 
h^ve att^nc^d.hl3 sixteenth year, whep rb^9}t^i U- 
bei'ty ^d opul^ce, . bis pKquui^ed .cew^ds^ are 
to teriealis^d \ land yet^ iiear as .the. ,^ay . of his 
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emancipation was, his ghastly couDtcnance and 
emaciated iigure, afforded little room for hope to 
rest on, that he should ever enjoy aay of theee 
prospective ble^slngn. His constitution, long on 
the decline, seemed of late to be rapidly giving 
Way under the pressure of his bodily and mental 
sufferings. He was now so weak that he requir- 
ed assistance, both in rising and lying down ; — a 
F feverish thirst consunaed hi^ vitals, and a hectic 
bloom threw a shade of unearthly beauty over 
hiasnnken featnres and cadaverous akin ; — indeed, 
n far as short-sighted man could set a date to 
' moitat existence, his earthly pilgrimage seemed 
. drawing near its temiinatioD, 

Itappeared surjirising to hia friends, that con- 
sidering the state of helpless debility in which he 
lingeied throughout the early part of the day, 
he should have been enabled to have left his 
home OS the shades of evening closed in, and to 
have wandered none knew where, dniiug the drea- 
ry watch of a bleak December night, exposed to 
the chilling blasts and hissing tempest of a wintry 
skyj without sinking under the effort :-but atninge 
as it might apitear, still, as the evening advanced, 
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lie seemed to be inspired with fresh ardour^ and 
flitted about the house with the noiseless step of 
an animated shadow. As the time of his depar* 
ture drew near, he became restless and uneasy^ 
frequently going to the door, and looking out asr 
if in expectation of something he wished, yet 
dreaded to see, till at last he finally disappeared^ 
but so quietly that a considerable time often elap- 
sed before his absence was discovered. 

The eventful morning at last dawned, that was 
to wind up the destinies, and terminate the suf- 
ferings of the miller's once beautiful son* The 
boy had been just put to bed, and some simple 
restorative administered to him, when he sunk 
into a slumber ; but so restless and disturbed did 
he appear during its continuance, that bis mother 
was more than once on the point of wakening 
him. He tossed his arms about with violent ges- 
tures, sometimes his hands were spread and held 
up, as in the act of supplication, and the next 
moment they were firmly clenched and placed in 
the attitude of defiance— his features at the same 
time, changing with the rapidity of thought, to 

the expression of the most opposite passions. At 
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last athroe of keener agosyawd^e him;— be start- 
ed iip, and seeing his mother seated beade faim^ 
told her that he could not rest, and 1y^|;ged 
she would call his father^ as he wished to spend 
as much of the day a^rwiss Remitted him, in ex- 
ercises of devotion. This was GfacerfuUy obm- 
plied with^ and it paisaed av>er in alteniate sop. 
plications at the throne of grace^ and praises of- 
fered up from hearts overflowing with gnctitvde 
for past mercies, and imptcuring with hnnble con- 
fidence^ the protection of Him^whb '^rides' the 
whirlwind, and rules the storm.'' 

The short winter day bc^gan now to dose in, 
with all die indications ef aniipproadiinglempest ; 
the wind swept in hollow gusts down the "glsn^ 
emitting a sullen miu'mur' as it raved through the 
leafless forest ;— huge masses of vsqxmr, dark and 
loweriqg, were borne before it. Onwards they' 
came, in dreadful successioDj volume after vo- 
lume, tumbling and rolling like Uie smoke of a vol- 
cano, and assuming the most fimtastic idhiapes as 
they whirled in rs^id aljtjemation around the brow 
of a neighbouring mountain. Feals of distant 
thunder reverberated in trembling echoes from 



■« 



the: MiiAxn of ELimm. 2^ 

liiB tob91; sle^nnD^d wkh faift^^efmie with 
bitteE fiuy^ borne on before -the' lesiiStless-Uflstl. 
TbBjspbritjofthe<) storms had whelfeeil iiii) arrows, 
amib seemed, to be apfNrosu^iiiig in &&6hiB imor^ 
TbC' bof had ^udtfeny and «[^)eaied more idQetsted 
tfaao he had. Sar* soi]ietinie<b^n; Hie ^poke -of the 
{lerib'Of the^appreachtiig evemng witha degnee 
oElveedoitt he had oaeyer hitherto done^ and ef ifab 
tempest-thatdarkeaed it»'featHre9> aaof some^riDg 
he had>not<>n)jr foreseen^ bat as^ a neeessarjrs inib 
strameBti mthebands-ef am iAVieSM&'BgoBtr fi^ 
iaiagiDgaboiithkidtimstte )Eniece80> 

Hecautioae^ them against being too mnoh «^ 
larm^ on hiaAcconaty as he tmsted» that mik 
whatever dread it might inspire ^others^ k woudd 
pass hannkss over his own head 

He hinted at the possibUity of his not ^retttitt^ 
ing that night ; and sIuMild that be'tbeease^ he atf^ 
snred them. it shonld rather beiecriveda&ii proof 
that his ' sofferings^^ had met the promised rtward^ 
than the source o£ idle teitor^. He next laid^so-i 
lenm injanction on them, that they ^ioiiId(BOt 
leave the house till the son rose^ when they were 
to search for him down the glen, whei^ in all 
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probability, he woQld be fouad, and in such k 
fiituation as to require their aid. He said he was 
well aware tliat his friends would not retire to 
rest that night, but would spend the greater part 
of it in prayer. Be begged that his father would 
be earnest in his supplications in his behalf; and 
that he, relyiog with full confidence in the divine 
protection, left thera with an assurance tliac their 
next meeting should be under happier circumstan- 
ces, and that the nest toocning sun that shone on 
him, should witness his final emancipation from 
the state of moral subjugation iu which he had so 
long been held, and would open up a vista of pro- 
spective happiness in which they should all parti- 
cipate, unimpaired by any of these mysterious 
wanderings, which had rendered his few past years 
so miserable. He again strictly cautioned them 
against being induced to venture out, or to permit 
any circumstance, how apparently alarming soever 
it might be, to decoy them over the threshold 
that night for a single moment, as, by doing so, 
they would compromise tlieii' own safety, with- 
out^the possibility of serving him. 
HJB friends were rejoiced to witness his altered 
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foanner and cheerful coonteBance ; but his fittfaei^ 
who saw deeper^ soon discovered that his firmness 
was all assumed^ in which idea be was confirmed 
hy his fluctuating features and shivering frames 
which seemed to shrink from the perils he was 
that night doomed to encounter. A3 the storm ixk* 
creased his terrors appeared to keep pace witfa.it» 
He cast many a look of dismay to the door ; and 
at last, clasping his hands in agony, he cried, in a 
subdued voice, *< May C!od protect you all, and 
grant we may once more meet in safety,"*>H3o 
' aaying he rushed out of the bouse. 

His departure seemed to be the signal for the 
princeof the powers of the air to unchain his subor-: 
dinate spirits, and to pour out the vials of infernal 
wrath on the heads of a guilty world.. The tempest 
increased with tenfold fury, bearing every thing 
before it in its resistless career ;—thie thunder bel« 
lowed with unremitting succession ; theii^tning 
flashed in awful corruscations ; the mingled hail, 
sleet, and rain descended in torrents ;.' the brook 
was swollen to a river, and rushed past with the 
noise of a cataract ;-«order and organisation seemed 
fast sinking under their last final struggle, and the 
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prediction of the poet appeared about to be \ta^J 
fied, thut " cliaoB wasconie again." 

Tliis drea^fnl tUTinoil continued till midDtgh^ ' 
nay, rather increased. A mystic, undefinable hoiv 
ror waa written in legible chaxactera on every 
coDBteoftnce, under the millcL'^s homble roof ; they 
wished for, yet trembled at the appro&cb of mom' 
ing— every eye waa filled with tears, and every 
heart oppressed with the d^kest forebodings. At 
hat a. fla^h of lightning, so intensely vivid that ib 
filled tfa« whole honso with its radiance, was auc^ 
ceeded by a peal 80 astonifihing, tliat the foundak 
Uona of the earth seemed to vibrate to its centre, 
SLud of such cODllnaance that it might well have 
been mistaken for the last agonised groan of ex." 
piring nature. As soom as it subsided, the miUer 
exclaimed, " Thank God the bolt is now fallen, and 
the storm will soon pass away." 

The event justified his prediction, for bood af- 
ter, the thunders began to die away in distant mnn- 
muFS, the voice of the tempest was hushed into 
silence, and the conteudiug elements, as if ez^ 
faausted by tbetr late dreadful conflict, sunk into 
repcne. 
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Jhnj^n&w. dawned^ and by the time iEe^ nr^ni-. 
ing serviea was. over^ . th]e sun > had risen, iwh^sidl 
mdifdtouti^t^Bst whaia tcen^ ofudeabiatioajiiMt 
the ej» ! Trees^ jsbmi^d^ by ligbtniiigjocoiYatiitv- 
ed.' by )th0 fiwy of s * the^bbsty Jay iscatteined aioaiiS 
insTevy direction '^Jioiucsydeiludfsd of (tbemcoM^ 
iagB«y badv<IeftJtheii/h«i«iU6.iiii0i£^eB>eape^ia(tte 
fiify of theteleonhtif chiij^aiiia^iesof. roeb^faadicb* 
tached tbe<n9d^» fii^pivtkejmotmtairy.' a||di IttiQiJUU 
Urig tdownry jofosttticiedjtfaef ohana^.of < ithe; riralet 
thiit2ikiivad>by^whieb^'llimigki£lMidi]0M adbtidU 
ed within lits-baDks^ still i coatiiiaed itd . brawLaaf 
unnxiia;: with implUrieht tdxieity..^ A; dense co» 
TOiiet).of'du8ky^/rvapiDFU]i;ie«ted on; the nountaiiAi 
bifowj^ bat .so'itiU and^metioBkas didr^k^qppoar) 
todjita figure. ovas' defined iby,>iniofaiA dharpfiCBi 
o£.QiMki^>thajk;it wcU mig^tihiaye.'baeii nrifrtakiaa 
foein[:iantieiitffohi»8Sy.wIi6M;d«ii^ 
iBimta(Wtttetgikled.byib& J)6in98><rf'itlR iiiflio^iafi 
Theiseavdei : now conmi^ttsed^^pcoidligr tov^tbe 
inafeniGtions. they Jiad jeci^ed^iand tb^y p^eejU 
eddown the glen by the aider o&Ae^buroyJblkifeii 
iog all ita aiiHioaitie% ^md: esGammiK evevjr phw 
witk^e iniiiuteBi ^seiQtiiiyvibaiitt^ :tritaeB ef tfaei 
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boy could be FouDd. At last, when they were oa 
the point of abandoning their search in that di- 
rection, his father, who was still foremost, inform- 
ed them that be had discovered the fresh pnnt of 
iiis feet. This guve a new stimulus to their 'efforts, 
^ind on following a little farther down, they came 
to a large oak. treei which grew on the very biink 
«f the stream, and which bad been struck with 
ligbtniog and cleft in two, the one half falling 
across the burn, and the other threatening to fol- 
low on thevery first blast of wind. A considerable 
portion of the bank had been forced into the 
stream by the electric Duid, which left a deep ei- 
cavation from the edge of the water to the dis- 
tance of some hundred yards backwards. At the 
bottom of this chasm the youth was discovered 
seated on a stone, but in such a state of exhau^ 
tioQf that he appeared to be deprived of both 
speech and motion ; he seemed however to be con- 
scious of their approach, as a fiiint smile played 
upon his lips, but all muscular action was 
suspended. They raised him in their arms, and 
were about to remove him, when he made an ef- 
fort with his hand, and pointed to the opposite 
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bank. Their eyes followed the diredtion Of hiil 
finger, and they discovered a lai*ge copper ves« 
pel, of very antique workmanship^ deeply embed* 
ded in the earth.— *A very little labour freed it 
from the. {dace where, in all probability, it had 
reposed for ages ; and whatever wel'e its con- 
tents, it required two of the stoutest men present 
to remove it from its place of concealment. John 
wa£f carried home j^nor was the precious vessel 
forgotten,) where, by care and proper treatment^ 
he 'was soon restored ^to hia wonted Jiealth, nor 
did he ever afterwards manifest the slightest Je* 
sire to ' return to his nocturnal wanderings* 
. Ko person (that is to say, the world,) ever' 
knew, what the mighty vase contained ; but there 
are cei3tain. analogies, from which something may 
be gathered, such as^ that 'about a year or two af- 
terwards, an extensive landed proprietor in a 
neighbouring parish, whose circuipdtanoes having 
got into a 6tatQ of embarrassment, was reduced 
to the necessity of disposing of four farms by pub« 
lie sale. 

. One fine morning, in June, the miller's old 
Bucephalus was led to the door, < accompanied 
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by a beautiful Galloway poney for hia favoiiflte 
son. Tbey mounted, betug equipped as if for % 
loDg journey, and their departure gave rise to 
much speculation in the neighbourhood, both as 
to its distance and object. In a few weeks, 
however, they returned from £dinbui^h, the ■nil' 
ler having effected the purchase of the above pro- 
perty ; and he wae hailed by the joyful acclama* 
tiona of liis rustic neighbours a3 " Laird of Cnug- 
ancogle." 

Be lived many years after these events had 
pMeed uway ; nor would he ever leave the mill, 
nor abandon his humble profession ;— and when at 
last he was gathered to his fathers, it was found 
that the rights of primogeniture had been set a- 
side in favour of his youngest son; nor did the 
ftrrangement give rise to the slightest feeling of 
discontent in the bosoms of hia elder brethren.— 
They all lived io the greatest harmony together, 
and ever experienced liom John the kindest at^ 
tention. 

Although his health was now fully established, 
yet liis spirits never Tose to thdr former tone. 
He was ever pleasant— sometimea cheerful— but 
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never joyous ; on the contrary, a shade of pensive 
melancholy mingled itself vrith every thing he 
did or said. In process of time^ however^ he cast 
the eyes of affection on a blooming maiden, the 
daughter of a neighbouring gentleman, who, after 
a year's probation, suffered herself at last to be 
led to the altar, and by her he had a numerous 
family, whose descendants inherit the property^ sa 
obtained, to this day. 
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BATTLE OF CAIRNHOLY; 



" Soon as I tread the rusb-clad vale^ 
Wild fancy feels the clasping mail ; 
The rancour of a thousand years 
Glows in my breast ; again I bum 
To see the bannered pomp of war return; 
And mark beneath the moon, the silver light of spears." 

Leyoek, 



That many desperate conflicts took place among : 
the nobility of Scotland, daring the period when 
the feudal system was in full vigour, is a fact well 
established. 

But with whatever degree of rancour these feuds 
were maiatained, still the extent of the means of 
the contending parties, being confined in m(M9t 
cases to their own immediate vassals and friends, . 

s 
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thejr were of too little importance to become ob* 
jects of national interest^ and were therefore suC* 
fiered to sink into oblivion^ with the exception of 
a few which have either been recorded by histoiy 
or handed down by tradition ; and though the foI« 
lowing is only of the latter description, yet it 
carries along with it too many fiicts and circnm« 
stances^ not to have truth for its anchor to rest on. 
That the slow^ though still f»ogressiye march 
of civilization^ bdth nuSitsd; ^isd'i^ticl^ voinftaenc- 
ed in the East, and has for more than three thou- 
sand years^ been almost impercq^ibly proceeding 
westward^ is a fact suf^t^ed by the miited ted. 
timonies of philosophers and historians^ both an- 
tient and modern. And this universal hjrpothesis 
may be applied with equal justice to some indivi- 
dual sIMes^ and to noiQie vi4th greater pr^pridtj 
than Sco'daiid. Tot wh9e the residei^ee of the 
Court, and the interCourise with the continent 
from our eastern shores, gave oppctttnnities foe 
a gradud improvedient in out national habits and 
niahAers, the whole of the west, and donthem dW 
tricts of the kingdom? lay htaied h^ more th^ 
£gyptuutt darkness. 
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It would be only aii tmnecessary waste of tjiiqe 
to enteriDtOia nunute inve^gatioa of the preyai]i- 
'ing customs of those barbaiioiis ages^ wheu evj^ 
loid was a sovereigQ^ .OYerjr ^^a^itle a fo]::tre3s gax:« 
risoned by his adherents, «iid eveiry s^ a Qtave 
lofthe soil-^wherq the chief never entered the 
domain of his neij^bonr, but with f^rms in his 
baad^ and for. purposes of host^ity^ and whoio 
avant-conriers were the sword and the firebrand. 

During this oxdier of things, that a ccmtinual 
system of aggression and retribution should |iay:e 
been maintained, is what might naturally b^ye 
been expected $ nor was any class of society pi- 
together eiLempted from miUtaiy service^ as it yf^a 
nothing uncommon to find the sacred digpit^ries 
pf the church lay aside the mitre and the stole 
for the helmet and breast-plate ; and amidst the 
strife of contending Actions, mingle the clash of 
arms with the responses of the altar. 
; There are many traditions still to be met with 
in Galloway, that tell of battles fought, and castles 
sacked and burnt, by chiefs whose very namoi 
are forgot, or but dubiously recorded. From one 

of these we have selected the following narrative, 
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they were of too littl« importance to become ob- 
Jects of nation^ interest, and ivere therefore suf- 
fered to sink into oblivion, with the exception of 
a few which have either been recorded by history 
01 handed down by tradition ; aod though the fol- 
lowing is only of the latter description, yet it 
carries along with it too many facts and circuni- 
atances, not to have truth for its anchor to rest on. 
That the slow, though still progressive march 
of civilization, both moral and political, comtnenc- 
ed in the East, and ha^ for more than three thou- 
sand years, been almost imperceptibly proceeding 
westward, is a fact supported by the miited tes. 
timonies of philosophers and historiaus, both an- 
tient and modern. And this universal hypothesui 
may be applied with equal justice to some indivi- 
dual states, aud to none with greater propriety 
than Scotland. For while the residence of the 
Court, and the intercourse tvith the continent 
from our eastern shores, gave opportunities for 
a gradual improvement in our national habits and 
manners, the whole of the west, and southern dis- 
tricts of the kingdom, lay buried in more than, 
Egyptian darknesE. 
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It wonkl be only m umiecessary waste of t|^e 
to enterintoa minute investigatiQu of the pieyniji- 
'ing custoniB of those bar)>ai!oii8 ^ges, wheu ev!^ 
lord was a sovei^go, jeveiy catjtle a foitre^s gai;* 
risoned by his adherent^^ ^mi eveigr serf a ob^ve 
of the soilrr-wfaerq the diiief never e&tered.the 
domain of hia nei^^boiir, but with fM^ms in fajs 
handfl^ and fiair .purposes of host^ity, aud who|e 
avant-cooriers were the sword and the firebrajod. 

During this prdier of things^ that a c^mtiiiual 
system of aggression ^d retribution -shoiUdji^:^ 
been maintained, is what might qaturally bax^ 
been expected $ nor was any class of i^ipty pj. 
together ei^empted from military service, as it \ff^a 
nothing uncommon to find the ^aqred diguitfiries 
pf the church lay aside the mitre and the st(^ 
for the helmet and bi:east-plate ; and apaidst tbo 
strife pf contending feu^tipus, mingle the plash pf 
arms with the responses of the altar. 

There are many traditions still to be met witji^ 

in Gallowayi diat tell of battles fought, and castle 

sacked and burnt, by chiefs whose very name? 

^e forgot, or but dubiously recorded. From one 

of these we have selected the following narrative, 
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they weie of too little importance to become ob« 
jects of national interest^ and were therefore suC* 
fisred to sink into oblivion, with the exception of 
a few which have either been recorded by histoiy 
or handed down by tradition ; and though the fol- 
lowing is only of the latter description, yet it 
carries along with it too many facts and circnm- 
stances^ not to have truth for its anchor to rest on. 
That the slow, though still progressive march 
of civilization^ both hl(Sral aiSd piolitic^ eobYnenc- 
ed in the East, and has for more than three thou- 
sand years^ been almost imperceptibly proceeding 
westward^ is ^ fact sn{^(^ed by the miited tes- 
timonies of philosophers and historians, both an- 
tient and raodei^ And ^^lis universal hypothesis 
may be applied with equaL justice to some indivi- 
dual 8tja:es, and to voiiie^iilth greater propriety 
than 'Seodaud. Tea: while the residence of the 
Court, lind the i^tereourse \vidi the continent 
from our eastern shores^ gave opportunities for 
a g^radual imprbvenient in our national habits and 
manners, the whole of the ^est, and donthem dis- 
tricts of the kingdom? lay buried ii;^ more th^ 
)tiiait darkness. 
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It would be only ani imneces^arjr ivast^ of tiiqe 
to enter intoa ummte investigation of the pievgilU 
ing customs of those borbail^His ages^ when ev^ 
lord was a sovereigii^ eyerf catjtle a fortress gaiy 
risoned by his adherents^ and eivexy serf a i^ve 
of the soil-r-wfaerq the chief never entered, the 
domain of his nei^^bour, but with ^ms in fajs 
hand% and for purposes of host^ity, and whOffe 
avant-couriers were the sword and the firebrand. 

During this order of things^ that a continual 
system of aggression and retribution shoiUdji9:yjB 
been maintained, is what might naturally ha^ 
been expected i nor was any class of soi^iety aj. 
together eKeqopted from military service, as it w^s 
nothing unconimon to find the ^aqred dignitaries 
of the church lay aside the mitre and the stple 
for the helmet and breast-plate ; and apaidst the 
strife of contending fieu^tions, mingle the clash of 
arms with the responses of the altar. 

There are many traditions still to be met with 

in Galloway^ that tell of battles fought, and castles 

sacked and burnt, by chiefs whose very names 

are forgot, or but dubiously recorded. From one 

of these we have selected the following narrative, 
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fhe inorass^ tbe Bishop had to struggle with diffii 
cnlties against which he was altogether UnprovidJ 
ed« 

To bring along with him any beast of bnrden 
lie found impossible ; consequently, the whole of 
liis camp-equipage and provisions were abandon- 
ted^ exciept what his men could carry on their 
bocks, Itesolved/ however^ to sunnount every* 

« • • • 

i>bstacle^' and nbt to forego a plan from wrhich he 
^anticipated such brilliant results^ he continued to 
plunge and ^flounder on till he came to me afbre« 
Baid bum y but here he was brought to a dead 
halt : thestream had overflowed its banks^ and was 
impassable. . v 

' ' TETnprovided with every thing, even timber to 
have constructed a raft,' his eyes were opened to 
his true situation. Gladly would he have retraced' 
his steps, and have abandoned his project altoge- 
ther. But that was now no longer in' his power : ' 
For Bruce^ ever on the watch for an advantage;* 
no sooner saw his army fairly in the morass, than * 
he followed up his rear, and fetching a circuit 
vound the hill ob which Wigtown stands, present- 
^biitiiielfbefoie-theEnglidi camp. The bag- 
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gage gnard^ left by the Bishop, being superior in 
-nambers to Prince Edward, marched boldly out 
<aiid offered him battle, which he did not decline* 
A eliiort but furious contest ensued, which ended 
in^the total rout of the guard, who fled in on the. 
jmain body, leading the whole camp at the mercy 
oftfae victors^ which they instantly set on fire*. 
-A email knoll, about half a mile beyond Wigtown,- 
still bears the name of the ^' Skirmish :JSjiowe^'V 
and the field on which the camp stood; tbe^* Burnt ^ 
Brae;*' 

The first notice the Bishop had of the action,, 
t^'as.tbe ^moke and flames rising in dark spiral 
eddies &t above .'the: town, and the disotderlyr 
flight of the guard, followed by the victors, who- 
were cutth^ them off in detail. He ordered hisr 
rear.divisibn to face about, and cover ;^eirre-» 
treat.. This they .did with -as nmch alacrity as 
they could jbiit such was the insecurity of their 
footing, and the treacherous nature of the marsh* 
which would not admit of a single yard of devia- 
tion firom the narrow path with impunity, that 
before they could reach the solid ground, the fu« 
^tives weie driven in on their front with fuiy^ 
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rendering llie wliole an inextiicaljlB mass of coa- 
fuiaon, Maoy ivere killed, iiud luany more pe- 
rished in the swamp j and had Dot tbe Bishop 
inarclinl to their relief with the main body, inevi> 
table destruction must have overtaken thcin all. 

Bruce did not rest satis&ed with this pftrtiid 
success, but &vailiag himself of the advaatages 
he had thereby obtaiaed, took possession of the 
only pass into the moraEs, where, [wating hia small 
force to the best advantage, for both guarding it 
and preveutiog surprise, he sat down quietly to 
await the issue of the Bishop's temerity. 

Tbe rains continued without any abatement for 
the apace of fourteen dayB : The English troops 
were in most instances standiug knee-deep in 
water, without even so much as a patch of dry 
ground to lie down on — destitute of skelter from 
the soaking rains and rigours of the season, with 
their scanty stock of provisions rapidly dwindling 
away, and no prospect of a supply — with an im^ 
passable river in their front, famine staring them 
in the face, disease raging in their camp, if camp 
it might be called— all wasaniirchy, confusion and 
despair. 
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Many desperate but inefiectual att^aptis wei^ 

made to regain the firm ground they had left ; Hot 

Bruoe^ though far inferior in numbers, was neve^« 

theless in possession of advantages which mere 

than counterbalanced this physical disparity^ M 

his troops, being plentifully supplied with food^ 

and all under shelter, were in the best possible 

state of discipline^ high in spirits^ and eager tot 

an opportunity of retaliating the wrongs they hafl 

suffered ; — nor did the nature of the ground admit 

of a display of the Bishop's militaiy talents, as 

he could only send, along the narrow and precii» 

rious path, column after column, contracted in their 

front, and exhausted by their efibrts to come int^ 

contact with their enemies;— ^these were as invari^ 

ably driven back before they coukt reach ground 

on which they could deploy into lim, and that tk 

most instances with great loss, till at last, despair^ 

ing of success, they desisted from any fkrthet 

m 

attempts that way. . ' 

At last, however, the rains abated-— the floods 
fell — the sun shone forth — the fatal burn was 
passed — and they approached the fords of the 
river; which being still swollen by the rocent 



tM' THE BATTLE OF CAIRNHOLT. 

umndatioDy w^ declared by the guides to be as 
3ret uiipassable. However^ as bo alteraative ap- 
peared to- them so dreadful as remaining where 
they were, they determined on making the at- 
tempt. Many were carried away by the force 
of the current before they reached the opposite 
shore, and even those that got over were in snch 
a state of exhaustion, that they must have fallen 
an easy prey to a very feeble enemy,* 

The moment Prince Edwatd discovered that 
the Bishop meant to attempt the river, he des- 
patched a messenger to the Earl, directing him 
40 raise the siege, and join him at Creetown, as 
he was determined to bring the English to battle 
^ all hazards* 

; The reverend gesei^l had by this time aban- 
doned all- idea of oflTendve operations, and intent 
on saving the remains of his army, meditated a 
•retreat to Kirkcudbright, (it being still in pos- 
session of the English,) and from thence home 
♦by sea. 



* Many curious relicU of this ill-fated marth have been 
found from time to time in the bed of the river, such as pieces 
tf armour, speav-hcads— a brass sword &c. 
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Of this iBtention Bruce seemed to have been, 
fully aware, as^ before the former had got a mild 
in advance, the latter had crossed over, aud wa$ 
in full maixh after him, slaying without mercy 
all that fell into his hands. Being fully *detcrmiri-- 
ed to bring on a general engagement, he overs- 
tock the rear at a place called Garrocher, about 
two miles beyond Creetown, on which he com**^^ 
menced a most furious assault. The Bii^hop main- 
tained a kind of Parthian retreat for about a milb 
farther, when finding every attempt to escape 
without fighting impossible^ and having now at«» ~ 
tained ground that would enable him to bring hit > 
whole forces into action, he faced about, andput^ 
ting his army in array of battle, firmly awaited 
the onset. A few minutes placed the hostile lines . 
in front of each other, and a terrible encountec 
ensued, which soon strewed th^ field with thd 
wounded and dying. But here the temerity of 
Bruce had almost led to results fatal to his caus^ ^ 
for while he was pressing with his ^ole fotce 
the centre of the English lines, the Bi&hop or^ii 
dered his two. wings to close in en him, turn 
ills flanks, and attack his rear. A thick haze 
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buying come od, which concealed ^e conteiidiog 
annies ficom each other, except where in actual 
contact, the evolution was performed amidst the 
obscurity of the cloudy mantle in which they w^ne 
shrouded^ nor was the change of position discover- 
ed by Bruce till its effects were felt. This was 
the moment when the good genius of the Prince 
seemed to have deserted him. Pressed on all sides 
by such an overwhelming superiority, his ranks 
were rapidly thinning around him ; and althou^ 
he effected all that desperate valour could achieve^ 
yet victory seemed on the eve of desertii^ his 
standard, and was hovering over the mitred head 
of his formidable adversary, when all at once there 
arose such a shout on the right of the Bishop^s 
lines, that the vaulted concave of heaven echoed 
back the portentous accla.mation. 'ODpuglas was 
arrived,, and like the blast of the desert, was bear* 
ing every thing before him in his ce^istles^ careers 
Terror and dismay seized the host of England, 
who, alike ignorant of the number or position of 
the fresh assailants, began to waver i4 their ranks*. 
The Bishop became sensible that, worn out hy 
disease^ and unnerved by famine, they could not 
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Miiataiii the conflict much longer, whatever th^ 
numercild fiuperiority might be. Not a momtot 
Witt to be lo6U He sdected a chosen body of 
tro^s, and placing himself at theichead, he oi^ 
der^ « retreat to be soundied^ covering in this 
ii^anner the rear of his vanquished army. The 
Scottish leaders^ enraged to see their prey snatcb- 
ed/as it were,. from their very gradp, redonbled 
their efforts to bring the enemy once more to close 
action. But the Bishop, like a watchful general,. 
ever on the alat> and appearing to have caught 
Iresh energy from the dadgers that surrounded 
him, presented a foniddable front as often as a 
new assault was givea, and,, animating his troops^, 
both by his exhortations and example^ more 
' than once compelled the fiery chieftsuns to re- 
trace, their. alefB. In this manner^ the tide of battle 
rolled cm; tk past the fiunoEis of Cambret and! 
Ohraglired^ and ^preached the sea at Kirkdale.. 
Here a joonsiderable stream^ ^^th high precipi.. 
tons bairks, intersected the line of march. The 
Bishop saw, at one glance,.the perils to be en«< 
countered in passing, and the advantages to be 
reaped if once safely over. He made the best 
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arraDgement his unfortunate circumstances would 
admit of. He strengthened his rear-guard, akeady 
worn out with fatigue, and thinned by successive 
•attacks* He- issued his final orders to his array 
to pasSy with as much rapidity and in as good or- 
der as they could, and to form on the opposite 
bank; for the purpose of covering his retreat. He 
then faced about, and awaited the coming of the 
chiefs, who were hanging like a thunder cloud on 
. his rear« 

It would be an idle waste of time to occupy it 

in a £uiciful description of a battle, whose very 

existence rests on traditionary evidence, and a 

. few monumental remains :— .it is only necessary to 

add, that the Bishop, like a skilful general, did 

• every tb'ng in his power to animate the courage of 

' his desponding army, but all in vain:— the onset of 

the Scots was irresistible. At last, putting himself 

. at the head of that portion of his rear-guard whidh 

• still remained unbroken, he led them on to a' final 
effort, where, meeting with Douglas in the strife, 
he was by him felled to the ground. The route 
now became general,— it- was no longer a contest^ 
bat a carnage ; and with such Vigour was the puxw 
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salt followed up, that it is said very few of this 
mighty army ever reached Kirkcudbright. The 
Bishop was interred near where he fell^ on the 
top of a small knoll in front of the farm house ; 
the grave is hewn out of the solid rock to a con* 
siderable depth, and its aperture is covered with a 
flat stone of more than two tons weighty and has 
given name to the farm on which it stands, (Cairn- 
holy) ; and another farm about a mile farther up 
the glen, still bears the name of ** Claughred/' 
(Cleugh-raid,) it being in the line of the contend- 
ing armies. One edition of the legend calls him 
Prior instead of Bishop ; but as Whithorn was a 
Bishoprick, and the seat of the Bishops of Gal- 
loway, we have given the latter the preference ; 
and that he fell in ^n attempt to cover the retreat 
of his fugitive army, is rendered almost certain 
from the following circumstances. 

On the north side of the ravine where the des- 
perate stand was made, there have been found few 
places of sepulture, with the exception of that of 
the Bishop himself ; while on the south side, for 
almost a mile in extent, and varying in breadth 
from a quarter to half a mile, nothing was to be 
met with but graves. 

T 
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, About thirty years ago^ the teiiant OH the 
faiTU of BadMrim, ia cairying a scrieflr of jujicittiis 
improyemekits into effect^ had the jifogireas' tyf the 
plow atrested every minute by the interrentian of 
a grave — and was at last competed to abandim 
bi9 operations, till the stones wherewith they had 
been rudely constructed were raised and carried 
away. These graves were of various struotnrea 
and dimeosions, some of the bodies having b^ 
interred in a recumbent, and others in a sitting 
pbsture. In some instances they had been lined 
aod covered with flag-8tone% and in these an tim^ 
rudely formed of baked and anjglazed clay^ was oc- 
casionally fimndy containing a Uackish, sapbnacious 
earth. But even so little tenacity did these luras 
possess, that after a short exposure to the atmosr 
phere, they uniformly crumbled into du8t« 

Where the^bodies.had been intetted in a fitting 
posthre, the graves were aiway» lined oft theses 
and ends, by walls of rude masonry^ without any 
cement, and the floor, though composed only of 
earth, was nevertheless ^beaten into a consistence 
so hard and smooth^ that it rdsitfted for sometime 
the efiforts of the piok^axe to make any impression 
on it. 
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Of thexiiamber of grayes no possible estimate 
can be formedy as it tvas: onlj in places capable 
of imprdy^ment wherein they were diaturbed^ 

It may be stated^ h(^¥eYer, that the quantity of 
stones taken out^ w^ref morfe than^eufiicieDt to 
■build firom tlvo to threie hundred roods of dykes, 
by which the fields^ipere subdivided. 

Another circumstance may be mentioned here, 
of rather a singular cfaaiacterf which is^ that no 
order nor arrangenient seemed to have been* at- 
tended to in the.directioli of the body to any par- 
ticular point of the compass; on the contrary^ 
every thing appctos to have-depended on the na- 
ture of the «(h1, or caprice of the pioneisrs^ as it 
was nothing uncommon' to find it at right an- 
gles, and in every other intermediate line of 
fjirection* 

One thing alone apptois to have been systema- 
tically adhered to-*aU the graves, on which con«- 
skkrable labour has been bestowed, particnlaily 
those where thebody had beenjdaced in a sitting 
posture, occupied' the tops of dry knolls, vAiUt 
those of a humUe class were grouped together 
promiscuously' in swamps and boggy groudd. 
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The complete state of disorganisation in which 
the tenants of these humble mansions were found 
to bci would almost lead to the conclusion , that 
they belonged to a period more remote than that 
referred to in our legend^ as not a single fragment 
of bone would endure to be handled, but cmmlv 
led into dust on the sli^tfit touch. This may, 
however, in some measure he accounted for, 
when we take into consideration the shallowness 
of the graves, which, in no instance, were more 
than a foot from the surface, and the soft spongy 
nature of the soil having such a tendency to 
animal decomposition. These things being duly 
reflected on, the difficulty will, we trust, in a 
great measure disappear. 

Still, however, there is one objection of too for- 
midable a character to be p^sed over in silence, 
and as its admission would unhinge the credibility 
of our legend, it shall be our endeavour in this 
place to obviate it. It has been asserted by many, 
and among these some whose antiquarian re- 
searches entitle them to respect, that this was the 
burial place of ^< King Galdus,^' or ^ Aldus 
MacGaldus,^' a sovereign who made some noise in 
the fabulous era of our history, and who, it 
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is alleged, fell ia a bloody battle fOught against the 
Picts. But against this we would object the post- 
humous ubiquity of" King Galdus,'' whose place 
of sepulture has been, with aa equcd show of pro- 
bability, claimed by the antiquaries of the county 
of Wigtown, who assert, that he was buried at 
the Standing Stones of Tor-house, in the parish of 
Wigtown ;* while others, with equal pertinacity, 
affirm that he wasL superhumed in a cairn on the 
fsanxi of Glenquicken, in the parish of Sarkma- 
breck. We, leaning with a considerable bias to 
the latter opinion, would refer the reader to our 
lettear on that subject, as quoted by Mr Chambers 
in the last volume of ^' Caledonia.'^ 

In so far as relates to the tomb in question^ 
therefore, we flatter ourself that the legend here 
given contains a more probable^ and at thesam^ 
time more consistent narrative of the ev^ts which 
led to the defeat and death of th6 gallant, though 
unfortunate Thomas, than any that has hitherto 
appeared ; as even the name, which the place still 
bears, could refer only to a person in holy orders ; 
and on a candid review of the facts we have stat« 



• Murray's Literary History of GaUoway, p. 351. 
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ed^ we do not hesitate a moment in assigning to 
him the unquestionisible occupancy of the disputed 
fflaiisoleum. 

Such is the tradition of the Battle of Cairnholy ; 
and 8ucb was the fate of the last English army 
that ever had an establishment in the province* 
For though it might, at some after periods, have 
suffered from partial invasion, or piratical incur^ 
fiions by sea, yet we do not fipd that they were 
ever again in possession of any of its strengths, 
or held permanent sway over any part of the 
country. 

That history should have been silent on an 
event of such importance, is to be attributed sole- 
ly to the state of literature at that time, and to 
the little interest excited by actions of such fre- 
quent occurrence. But the numerous locaHties 
coBuected with it ; the bloody tracks which mark, 
as it were, the footsteps of the << Destroying An- 
gel** through the whole line of march ; the ex- 
tent of the field of battle, aud number of the slain 
in the final struggle, all bear evidence that it has 
been on a scale of sufficient magnitude to have de- 
cided the fiite of the province. 

THE END- 
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